February 2022

The MESSENGER
To glorify God, we invite all to grow as faithful disciples and to share in the love,
grace and ministry of Jesus Christ by serving the church, community and world.
Holy Communion

Discussions with Dave
A New Year – A New You

As the new year dawns some people make those resolutions to do things different in their lives. According to the dictionary a resolution is: “a firm decision to do or not to do something.” Recently I received a
photo of a Dairy Queen signboard which said, “Ruining your New Year’s resolution since 1962.” Many
people do not bother with these, others set goals so high they could not possibly attain them. According to
one website apparently about 46% of people will keep their resolutions which seems a bit high to me, but
maybe it is because I do not hang around with the right people.
According to the same website these are the most popular New Year’s Resolutions: 1. Exercise more;
2. Lose weight; 3. Get organized; 4. Learn a new skill or hobby; 5. Live life to the fullest; 6. Save more
money/spend less money; 7. Quit smoking; 8. Spend more time with family and friends; 9. Travel more;
10. Read more.
While I have not made any concrete resolutions, I have started trying to live healthier. Eating healthier,
taking the 6-week challenge at Anytime Fitness (Oh my God, do I hurt), getting more sleep. We will see
just where I am after these 6 weeks are up. It is not easy, nor cheap, to repair 20 plus years of neglect to the
body. I suppose it is no different than if one does no maintenance on a home for 20 years.
I receive emails often from Church Answers, a group helping pastors and congregations to find their
potential in ministry. Just before the end of the year Sam Rainer of Church Answers sent out a list of 10
resolutions each pastor should pledge to follow. I sent this to the Joint Board, but I think it would be a
wonderful way to go through this year.

10 Resolutions for All Who Are a Part of the Body of Christ

1. I will pray for church members daily. (Obviously, this one is for Pastors, we should pray for
EVERYONE!) Start by praying for your most outspoken antagonists. One of the best resolutions you
can make is to pray more.
2. I will share my faith at least once a week.
Most church leaders lament the lack of evangelism in North America. Our churches would grow if we
expended the same amount of energy sharing Jesus as we do complaining about church members not
sharing Jesus.
3. I will read my Bible devotionally.
Too many neglect the devotional reading of Scripture. This includes pastors who crack a Bible only to
get ready for the sermon.
4. I will listen more to my congregation.
So much is said about vision and the compelling effect it has on followers. Unfortunately, far too little
effort goes into listening to people. That includes all people, not just the squeaky wheels who think
they have all the answers. Grand vision flops when it lacks the foundation of listening. You can’t lead
people without listening to them.
5. I will have an attitude of gratefulness.
Let’s rid ourselves of a sense of entitlement and be grateful God provides people for us to shepherd.
6. I will practice forgiveness.
Practice makes perfect, and most of us have a long way to go before glorification. Forgiveness is one of
the most under-practiced spiritual disciplines.
7. I will be the chief encourager in my church.
Leaders can look to the church for self-worth, feeding off the saint’s encouragement. I hope your church
encourages you, but it’s the role of the leaders to lead with this spiritual gift and not feed off it. The
more you lead with encouragement, the more likely your church will have a culture of encouragement.
8. I will be an example of discipline.
Exercise and maintain a healthy lifestyle. Spend the proper amount of time with your family. Read
books. Keep a schedule and manage your time. Get enough sleep. Don’t dress like a slob. Your visible
demonstration of discipline will speak volumes without you saying a word.
9. I will laugh more.
Many leaders take ourselves too seriously, and our leadership could utilize more levity. Laughter disarms, and leaders who laugh tend to be more enjoyable people.
10. I will take injustice seriously.
We need more lessons on justice, not less. We need more churches serving the underprivileged. We
need more leaders who fight for justice.
		
I pray you have a Happy New Year!

Pastor Dave Sobek

The next opportunity to come to Christ’s
Table will be the weekend of February 12/13.
Following that weekend, the next opportunity will be the first weekend in March
as that will be the first weekend in the
Lenten Season.

Congregational Watchword

On January 9, Blaire Nampel, the
youngest member in attendance, pulled
the following text:
“You, O Lord, are in the midst of us, and
we are called by your name; do not forsake
us!” Jeremiah 14:9.
Pastor Dave will use this text for his
message on Sunday, January 30, the day
of Church Council.
If you wish to draw a text for yourself
you will find them in a basket on the table
in the entryway by the church office.

Snow Tubing
Event

The annual youth
group snow tubing event
is open to the entire congregation and friends! The event will
take place the evening of February 4th.
Please reach out to Kristen Stilling at
kstilling@rocketmail.com
or Kim Peterson for more
details and to sign up!

Men’s Fellowship

Thank you to everyone who supported and helped at the chicken carry-out
dinner.
Our next men’s breakfast will be on
Saturday, February 12, at 7:30 a.m. All
men are welcome.

Book Club

This month’s book is “Leaving
Time” by Jodi Picoult. We will
meet at 10 a.m. on Thursday,
February 3, in the Gathering
Room. All are welcome!

Meeting
Our Financial
Responsibilities
December 31, 2021 (Actual)
2021 Budget:

$320,602.00

Total Income as of December 31:
$292,167.99
Total Expenses as of December 31: 283,313.68
Excess Income Over Expenses
$ 8,854.31
Thank you to all the faithful givers who gave
over and above or made special contributions
in the last months of the year! Because of your
generosity, our congregation was able to end the
year with a surplus for the first time since 2016!

Mary Bade,

Treasurer

2021 Contribution Statements

Contribution statements are ready to be
picked up on the table outside the church
office. Any that are not picked up by February 6 will be mailed.

In the Life of the
Congregation
THANK YOU: We’d like to thank Rev. Bruce
Nelson, Sister Jamie Almquist, and Rev. Kurt
Liebenow for preaching for Pastor Dave when
it was needed.
BIRTHDAY WISHES:
February 22 -- Sam Denzin;
February 22 – James Nampel
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES (80+):
February 10 – Marilyn Bielke;
February 13 – Doris Stockfish,
February 23 –Richard Bidgood;
February 29 – Claudette Kottwitz

Snow Removal

The church is looking
for people to join a text list/
group that would be available to help clear the snow
from the church sidewalks.
Joining this text group does not mean it’s a
commitment. It just allows the group to chat,
and if you are available on a day the text goes
out for snow clearance, then great, but if you’re
not available that day that is fine too. If you
are interested in joining this group and helping
clear snow from the church sidewalks, you may
contact Paul Albrecht at 616-460-0272, Rich
Hooper at 920-222-1587, or Steve Brockert at
920-648-3028 to be added to the list. Your help
is greatly appreciated.

2022 Daily Texts

We still have several Daily Texts
available to purchase in the
church office.

The Work of Our Boards
The Board of Trustees met on Thursday, January 13. Following are highlights of that
meeting:
• Tom Kasten, outgoing chair of the Endowment Committee, presented an overview of the
Endowment Fund.
the
following Trustee officers were elected for 2022: President-Steve Brockert, Vice Presi•
dent-Rich Hooper, and Secretary-Donna Crossman.
• the Trustees signed up for committees and other responsibility areas.
• Treasurer Mary Bade shared the good news that we ended 2022 with a surplus of $8,854.31.
The treasurer’s report and bills were reviewed and approved.
several
ongoing maintenance issues were reviewed, and a boiler maintenance contract with
•
Jensen Plumbing, Heating & Air was approved.
• proceeds of the Scrip program in 2022 were designated for the Mt. Morris Building Expansion
Fund.
The Board of Elders met after the deadline for this newsletter to discuss how the leadership
of the Board will be constituted. At the end of 2021 the Elders decided due to the large surge in
Covid cases and the easily transmitted Omicron variant, we would ask all those entering the building
to be masked. This being done while the pastor was still recovering from his bout with the virus,
which caused him to miss the Christmas Eve Services this year. Many others in the congregation
have also suffered from this.

Pizza Ranch Fundraiser

Mark February 24 on your calendars as there will be ONE more opportunity to enjoy Pizza
Ranch this school year! For one night, give your brain a rest from trying to come up with a meal
plan everyone will like, and place and pay for your order online, or if you don’t have a computer,
phone them by the deadline of NOON on February 22. You will once again have not only delicious
pizza and sides, but chicken as well, so check out the menu! There will be two pick-up times that
evening: 5:00 and 5:30 p.m. This is a drive-through event--just line up in the upper parking lot and
Sunday School students will bring your order to your car. The funds we raise are going towards
replacing old/outdated Sunday School equipment. Here’s the order link: https://pizzaranchorder.
com/fundraiser/fa12dd. If you don’t have computer access, please phone (920) 390-2782. Remember,
Noon on February 22nd is the deadline for ordering! If you have questions, please email or call
Lindsey Nampel at lnampel@gmail.com or 414-702-8644. Please consider supporting our fundraiser
as you enjoy delicious Pizza Ranch!

Investing in Camp

Spring is coming and that means breaking ground at Mt. Morris Camp & Retreat Center for the expanded facility building. Want to help? Mt Morris is selling
bonds to fund the project. They’ve raised over 67% of the necessary funds but
need more to reduce the loan required to complete the construction. In February,
Mt. Morris will be selling five-year notes at $5,000 each for 3% interest. Only 60
notes will be sold and must be purchased by March 1. Interest will be paid annually. Emails with
more information will be sent out by the end of January to all who have already donated more than
$100 to this building project. If you’re interested in this investing opportunity, please call or text
Cindy Miller (920-988-7303) or Jane Harberg (920-285-9126).

FEBRUARY SERVANTS

DIENERS: Laurie & Paul Albrecht (P) 616-460-0272
USHERS
Date Service
Ushers

LAY READERS
Date Service
Readers
(Only reading on Sundays right now)

(Usher Teams will also greet until further notice)

2/6
2/13
2/20
2/27

10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.

2/6
2/13
2/20
2/27

Paul Crossman
Jane Berg
Bob Hoyt
Todd Messmer

WORSHIP RECORDING & PRODUCTION
Date Service
Recording
YouTube Video
2/6
2/13
2/20
2/27

10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.

Paul Albrecht
Dakota Sobek
Rich Wood
Paul Crossman

Paul Albrecht
Dakota Sobek
Paul Albrecht
Dakota Sobek

10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.

Rich Fronek
Jane Harberg
Derek Sobek
Kathy Wendt

NURSERY SCHEDULE
For the safety of all,
there will be no nursery
until further notice.

9-11:30 Line Dancing

28

27

8:45-9:45 AM Adult Study
9:00-9:45 AM Sunday School
10 AM Worship

9-11:30 Line Dancing

21

20

8:45-9:45 AM Adult Study
9:00-9:45 AM Sunday School
10 AM Worship

9-11:30 Line Dancing

Last day to order from Pizza
Ranch Fundraiser

22

15

7 PM E. Raiford Circle

6:30 PM Moravian Women
Board – “Tim”

14 Valentine’s Day

9:30 AM Kim Sibert Circle

8

1

Tuesday

9-11:30 Line Dancing

7

Monday

8:45-9:45 AM Adult Study
9:00-9:45 AM Sunday School
10 AM Worship & Holy
Communion

13

8:45-9:45 AM Adult Study
9:00-9:45 AM Sunday School
10 AM Worship

6

Sunday

7:30 PM AA

3:15-4:30 PM Discipleship

9:00 AM-2:30 PM Reaching
Out Respite – “Matt”

23

7:30 PM AA

3:15-4:30 PM Discipleship

9:00 AM-2:30 PM Reaching
Out Respite – “Matt”

16

9:00 AM-2:30 PM Reaching
Out Respite – “Matt”
1 PM Brenda Brent Circle –
Old Conf. Rm
3:15-4:30 PM Discipleship
7:30 PM AA

9

3:15-4:30 PM Discipleship
6:30 PM CEC Meeting
7:30 PM AA

9:00 AM-2:30 PM Reaching
Out Respite – “Matt”

2

Wednesday

5:00 & 5:30 PM Sunday
School Pizza Ranch
Fundraiser Pick up

24

6:30 PM Elders – “Matt”

17

6:30 PM Trustees – “Matt”

No E. Appenfeldt

10

10 AM Book Club- Gathering
Rm.

3

Thursday

February 2022

25

18

11

Tentative Snow Tubing
Event

4

Friday

4 PM Drive-In Worship

26

4 PM Drive-In Worship

19

4 PM Drive-In Worship &
Holy Communion

7:30 AM Men’s Breakfast

12

4 PM Drive-In Worship

5

Saturday

Our second half
of Sunday School began
on January 9, 2022, after a three week break,
with the children meeting in their classrooms. The teachers are once
again using the curriculum “Living Branches,
Moravians Growing in Faith, Love and Hope.”
The children were able to spend their Moravian
dollars that they earned during class, at the Sunday School Market on January 16th. The Sunday
School staff are planning a “Game Day” in their
classrooms on February 6th. This curriculum is
very interesting and we hope the children will
enjoy learning about the different people in the
history of the Moravian church.

Youth Ice Fishing

Our 4th Annual Youth Ice Fishing will
take place on
Sunday afternoon, February
20. We will
leave from the
church parking
lot at Noon and
return between
3:00 and 4:00 p.m. All this is contingent on
weather and ice conditions (people on Green
Bay keep floating away from shore!). This is a
family affair so all can come out!

Our Core Values

• Christ Centered Worship

2022 LMMC Watchwords
(Once more groups draw their watchwords, they will be added.)
Congregation: You, O Lord, are in the midst
of us, and we are called by your name; do not
forsake us!!

Men’s Fellowship: Rash words are like
sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise
brings healing.

Elders: The Lord is my strength and my might,
and he has become my salvation.

Messenger: The path of the righteous is like
the light of dawn, which shines brighter and
brighter until full day.

Jeremiah 14:9

Exodus 15:2

Trustees: I will cleanse them from all the guilt
of their sin against me, and I will forgive all
the guilt of their sin and rebellion against me.
Jeremiah 33:8

CEC: And whatever you do, in word or deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Colossians 3:17

Discipleship: The law of the Lord is perfect,
reviving the soul.

Proverbs 12:18

Proverbs 4:18

Moravian Women: Faith is the assurance
of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen.
Hebrews 11:1

Parish Nurse: The Lord will not let your
foot slip—he who watches over you will not
slumber.
Psalm 121:3

Endowment: The one who calls you is faithful,
and he will do this.

Senior Choir: Look! God’s dwelling place
is now among the people, and he will dwell
with them. They will be his people, and God
himself will be with them and be their God.

Handbells: Set a guard over my mouth, O
Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips.

Staff: God called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.

Memorial: We ourselves, who have the first
fruits of the spirit, groan inwardly while we
wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. For in hope we were saved.

Sunday School: Behold, children are a gift
of the Lord.

Psalm 19:7

1 Thessalonians 5:24

Psalm 141:3

Revelation 21:3

1 Peter 2:9

Psalm 127:3 NASB

Romans 8:23-24

• Spiritual Growth
• Leadership
• Youth
• Community
• Living Out Our Faith Journey

Meals on Wheels

Our next turn to deliver meals is February
7th through 18th. Anyone
interested in becoming a
volunteer for deliveries
please contact Coordinator, Connie Manske at
920-723- 7598.

Ash Wednesday –
March 2

We begin the walk with our Lord
to the Cross on Ash Wednesday,
March 2, with worship at 7:00 p.m.
Each Wednesday during Lent we will gather
for our Mid-Week Lenten Services. These will
be livestreamed as well. As of the moment the
Pastor has not given thought to these services
so a preview is not available but will be by next
month! All evening services throughout Lent
will be at 7:00 p.m., including Holy Week.

Electronic Giving

The Lake Mills Moravian Church has been
offering the congregation electronic giving since
2004. This service helps reduce fluctuations in
contributions during the whole year while making
it easy and safe for you to donate. On the date you
specify, and at the interval you specify (one time
only, weekly, monthly, etc.), your contributions
will electronically transfer from your account to
the church’s account. When the funds have been
transferred, the church office will be notified.
The date and amount transferred will appear on
your bank statement, and the information will be
included in your annual contribution statement.
If you have any questions, please call Mary in
the church office at 920-648-5412. Forms are
available in the office for you to fill out.

orship Times
WSaturday
– 4 p.m.
Sunday – 10 a.m.
Sunday School – 9 a.m.

Discipleship News

Unfortunately, the Discipleship Retreat
scheduled for January 21-23 was canceled. With
youth coming from all over, it was decided it
was best not to get them all together in one small
place at this time. Hopefully we can find some
time later to do some work which will not fit
into current class time.

Moravian Women

We did not have a board meeting in January.
Our next board meeting will be Monday, February 7, at 6:30 p.m. in the Timothy Room. We
hope you all are staying safe, healthy & warm!!

Luminaries

What a wonderful congregation! Our
upper parking lot glowed through the fog
on Christmas Eve thanks to your thoughtfulness in honoring and remembering
your loved ones and friends through our
luminaries. We sold 61 luminaries with
the proceeds going to our Assistance Fund.
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COMING IN March 2022:

STAFF

Email: office@lakemillsmoravianchurch.org
Rev. David Sobek - Pastor........................................... Office 920-648-5412
Rev. John Baumann - Visitation Pastor........................ Home 920-648-2943
Nikki Lawson - Administrative Assistant....................... Office 920-648-5412
Mary Bade - Financial Administrator ............................ Office 920-648-5412
Cora Rund - Organist................................................... Home 608-520-3815
Kathy Wendt - Hand Bell Director................................. Home 920-728-1101
Lindsey Nampel - Sunday School Co-Superintendent. Home 414-702-8644
Kristen Stilling - Sunday School Co-Superintendent.... Home 608-575-8560
Sue Trumpf - Sunday School Secretary....................... Home 920-723-9386
Jo Stokes - Parish Nurse ............................................. Home 608-513-2335
Mary Bade - Editor........................................................ Home 920-648-3267

Office
Hours

Monday - Friday:
9-12 & 1-3

Board Members
Board of Elders
Theresa Palmer (2022)........... 608-843-6749
Bill Stilling (2022) .................... 608-575-8560
Tracy Brandel (2023) .............. 920-285-0083
Donna Hinzmann (2023) ........ 920-988-8824
Joanna Stokes (2023) ............ 608-513-2335
Erna Kiessling (2024)............. 920-648-2424
Corey Nampel (2024) ............. 414-702-8604

Board of Trustees
Rich Fronek (2022)................. 608-669-0970
Rich Hooper (2022) ................ 920-222-1587
Steve Brockert (2023) ............. 920-648-3028
Sherman Lawson (2023)........ 920-648-2531
Dave McFarlane (2023) .......... 920-988-7988
Donna Crossman (2024) ........ 920-648-2486
Jeff Levake (2024) .................. 920-988-7567

March 5 & 6
– Holy Communion
March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 (& April 6) – 7 PM
Lenten Worship Service
(No Soup Supper beforehand)
March 13
– Daylight Savings Time Begins

Our Worship Services may be seen on
Analog Channel 98
or Digital Channel 994
Wednesdays at 7:20 a.m., 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Thursdays at 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.

LMMC You Tube Channel
- click on the link:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCffbGgUhqkSC7xxtfHigeFA/

Deadline for the March 2022 Messenger
will be Tuesday,

February 15.

Please email your articles to
Mary Bade, mmbade@charter.net.

