January 2022

The MESSENGER
To glorify God, we invite all to grow as faithful disciples and to share in the love,
grace and ministry of Jesus Christ by serving the church, community and world.
Discussions with Dave

By the time you read this, the Day of Christmas will have come and gone. You might still have
some decorations up. You might have some leftover food in the fridge. The Christmas cards you
received might still be hanging around wherever you tape them up. But it is not the end.
Did you know Christmas will come around again next December 25th? Year in and year out
Christmas comes, and Christmas goes. The fat man in the red suit who sits at East Towne will be back
with kids on his lap getting photos taken. Our Christmas tree in the sanctuary will have been taken
down, and go back up again in 11 months (Will the lights be all white, or colored? Who knows?).
The Star will be hanging.
Each year the pastor begins the Season of Advent telling people it is a season to prepare for the
coming of Jesus Christ. Each year on Christmas Eve the pastor tells the people to be the “Lights
shining in the darkness,” or something similar, when they raise up their lit candles.
For 30 years this is the way Christmas went for me as a pastor. And then last year hit. We
recorded a wonderful service people could watch. But it wasn’t enough for me. I felt I could not
sit idly by and not have a live service of some type on Christmas Eve. So, I talked the Elders into
letting me do a Candlelight Service outside. I hoped for good weather. It was 4 degrees, with a
bit of wind. I expected 50 people at the most. Over 100 came. I expected a few to get out of their
vehicles to light candles. More than I could count did. The only expectation that came true was my
thought the service would last 30-35 minutes. It was 35 minutes on the dot.
People braved the cold. People did something quite out of the ordinary. I doubt the Lake Mills
Moravian Church had ever done something like this on Christmas Eve. They sang without any
music to accompany them. They stood without any pews to sit on, or aisles to direct them where
they were supposed to stand. Not many got the opportunity to greet the pastor after worship due to
the chaos of parking. And yet, they appeared filled with joy. It wasn’t the same, but yet the spirit
of Christmas was still there.
Years ago, when I moved to Minnesota, a Board member told me if I was going to do anything
out of the ordinary during a worship service, I should be sure to warn them first. While people normally expected the Lenten Season to be filled with services different from the norm, I never warned
them. My fear was if people thought something was going to be different, they would not attend and
experience something which could be wonderful. It is difficult to understand how the Holy Spirit
moves during these services. Over the years I have led many worship services where I wondered
how those sitting in the pews would react. Many of those services involved the people needing to
perform some action on their part. I remember more than once sitting praying people would walk
down and do what I had asked them to do, listening for the sounds of footsteps shuffling. I have yet
to experience a service where the Spirit did not move people to action. I do not know if anyone did
not take part as I rarely looked up, and that is fine as we all experience the manifestation of the Spirit
in many different ways. When putting these services together there was always the fear it would
fall flat. Those were the times I realized it was not anything I had done, but God moving among the
people.
As I sit here writing this, I wonder how this Christmas Eve will go? Will people be willing to
do it again, or for the first time? Will the weather cooperate? It is forecast to be much warmer than
last year, but with a possibility of rain, freezing rain, light snow or all three. The unknown usually
causes fear.
Except it seems for those who put their trust in God: “While they were there, the time came for
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory
to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’” (Luke 2:6-14)
Don’t be afraid to let God move you in the future.

Pastor Dave Sobek

New Year’s Eve
Open Communion

Pastor Dave is again offering Open Holy
Communion on New Year’s Eve from 5:00-7:00
p.m. in the area by the Matthew Room. The
elements will be consecrated at 5:00 p.m. and
you are invited to come any time until 7:00 p.m.
to receive Communion. Please come in quietly.
Spend some time with your God. Come to the
Table to be served. End 2021 in God’s Holy
Presence.

Holy
Communion

Our first opportunity
to come to Christ’s Table
in the New Year will be
the weekend of January 8 & 9. We will also be
drawing our Watchword Texts that weekend as
well. We are now using gluten free wafers.

Church Council – January 30

We will come together as a congregation
to look over our ministries from 2021 and look
forward to what lies ahead in 2022. The Joint
Board at its last meeting voted to send the budget
for 2022 on to Church Council for approval. We
hope to have the printed report ready by January
23 for pickup. If you would rather get the report
emailed to you, please notify the office at office@
lakemillsmoravianchurch.org.

LESSONS &
CAROLS

“Lessons and Carols” is a story of the
promise of the Messiah and the birth of
Jesus as told in Bible readings interspersed with
music of Christmas carols and hymns. Our hope
is to bring light to our church and community
during this time of pandemic. We hope you
experience the light of Jesus through the sharing
of these readings and music. You can view the
worship service on the Lake Mills Moravian
YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCffbGgUhqkSC7xxtfHige FA, and
select “Lessons and Carols Worship Service.”
“Lessons and Carols” is also be available
on Lake Mills Cable Channel 994; check
the city website for the schedule.

Meeting
Our Financial
Responsibilities

Thank You for the Ham Donations

November 30, 2021 (Actual)
Budget as of November 30:

$293,885.46

Actual Income as of November 30: $244,403.96
Actual Expenses as of November 30: 259,266.24
Difference YTD
($14,862.28)

Mary Bade, Treasurer

2021 Contribution statements

will be ready by approximately January 15.
They will be available on the table outside of
the church office. Any statements not picked
up by the end of January will be mailed.

In the Life of the
Congregation
BIRTHDAY WISHES:
January 5 – Ella Cuthrell;
January 6 – Jace Lawson;
January 9 – Payge Dahlke;
January 19 – Jamie Almquist;
January 31 – Willow Lawson
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES (80+):
January 19 – Donald Hein
THANK YOU:
Thank you to Ken Manske and Paul Albrecht
for continuing to clean the church. Thank you
to all of the ushers and individuals that helped
greet, usher, and read during this time. Thank
you to Rich Fronek and crew for recording our
services and helping finalize the Children’s
Virtual Christmas Pageant and the Lessons
and Carols service. Thank you to everyone that
donated to Christmas Hams, Adopt-a-Family,
and towards the new Christmas Tree. Lastly, a
very special thank you to Pastor Dave, Mary
Bade, Jane Berg, Diane McFarlane, Barb Sanft
and Teresa Holzhueter for covering for Nikki
during illnesses and childcare issues. Your help
was very much appreciated!

ship Times
Wor
Saturday – 4 p.m.
Sunday – 10 a.m.

On Friday, December 10, 2021, members of our church delivered 90 hams to the Lake Mills
Food Pantry. These contributions were made possible by all of your generous donations and the
Stewardship/Outreach committee fundraising efforts. This made the Christmas season brighter for
families in need. Thank you for supporting this project!

Men’s Fellowship

2022 Daily Texts

We still have a few 2022 Daily Texts
available to purchase in the church office.

The men are planning a chicken carry-out
dinner on Wednesday, January 26th. Watch the
bulletin for more information.
The next breakfast meeting is Saturday,
January 8, at 7:30 a.m. All men are welcome!

2021 Annual Report Articles

If you have not turned in your articles, please
do so no later than January 3, 2022, and turn in
financial reports as soon as they are available.
Thank you for your help!!!!

Book Club

This month’s book is “The Missing Kennedy” by Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff.
We will meet at 10 a.m. on Thursday,
January 6, in the Gathering Room. All
are welcome!

Moravian Women

Good bye 2021 and hello 2022!! It
doesn’t seem that long ago that we were
wondering about the new millennium of the
year 2000!! At our December meeting we
handed out the shut-in lists for the circles.
We gave donations for Christmas hams, for
the new sanctuary Christmas tree, and to
the Lake Mills Food Pantry. We will not be
having a January board meeting.
We wish you God’s blessings and hope
you had a Merry Christmas and have a
Happy New Year!!

JANUARY SERVANTS

DIENERS: Kim & Wayne Staff (K) 920-253-6303 (W) 920-253-6306
SORTERS: Rich Hooper & Donna Crossman
USHERS
Date Service
Ushers

LAY READERS
Date Service
Readers
(Only reading on Sundays right now)

(Usher Teams will also greet until further notice)

Sunday School – 9 a.m.

Information changes

We will be printing an updated address directory, so please let the office know as soon as
possible if you’ve had any information changes.
Thank you!

1/2
1/9
1/16
1/23
1/30

10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.

Mike Denzin
Bob Hinzmann
Ken Manske
Dave Wendt
Stewart Masche

1/2
1/9
1/16
1/23
1/30

10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.

Diane Fronek
Dakota Sobek
Todd Messmer
Cindy Miller
Pam Streich

WORSHIP RECORDING & PRODUCTION

NURSERY SCHEDULE

Please see the weekend bulletins for
January schedule.

For the safety of all, there will be no nursery
until further notice.

31

30
8:45-9:45 AM Adult Study
9-9:45 AM Sunday School
10 AM Worship
11 AM Church Council (snow
date Feb. 6)

9-11 AM Line Dancing

9-11 AM Line Dancing

24

8:45-9:45 AM Adult Study
9-9:45 AM Sunday School
10 AM Worship

23

25

18

9-11 AM Line Dancing
Clergy Retreat (Jan. 17-20)

17

16

8:45-9:45 AM Adult Study
9-9:45 AM Sunday School
10 AM Worship

NO E. Raiford Circle

9:30 AM Kim Sibert Circle

11

4

Tuesday

9-11 AM Line Dancing

10

NO Moravian Women Board
Meeting

9-11 AM Line Dancing

3

Monday

8:45-9:45 AM Adult Study
9-9:45 AM Sunday School
10 AM Worship & Holy
Communion

9

NO Sunday School
8:45 -9:45 AM Adult Study
10 AM Worship

2

Sunday

9 AM -2:30 PM Reaching
Out Respite – “Matt”
3:15-4:30 PM Discipleship
7:30 AA

26

9 AM -2:30 PM Reaching
Out Respite – “Matt”
3:15-4:30 PM Discipleship
7:30 AA

19

9 AM -2:30 PM Reaching
Out Respite – “Matt”
1 PM Brenda Brent CircleOld Conf. Rm.
3:15-4:30 PM Discipleship
7:30 AA

12

9 AM -2:30 PM Reaching
Out Respite – “Matt”
3:15-4:30 PM Discipleship
6:30 PM CEC Meeting
7:30 AA

5

Wednesday

27

6:30 PM Elders

20

6:30 PM Trustees

1 PM E. Appenfeldt

13

10 AM Book Club- Gath.
Rm

6 Epiphany

Thursday

28

Discipleship Retreat
(Jan. 21-23)

21

14

7

Friday

4 PM Drive-in Worship

29

4 PM Drive-in Worship

22

4 PM Drive-in Worship

15

4 PM Drive-in Worship &
Holy Communion

7:30 AM Men’s Breakfast

8

NO Worship Service

Happy New Year

1 New Year’s Day

Saturday

The Work of Our Boards

Our Sunday School children, with the help of
some very tech savvy adults, recorded this year’s
Christmas Pageant during their class time in early
December. It went virtual through the LMMC
YouTube channel on Saturday, December 18.
The children did a great job! A BIG thank you
to Rich & Diane Fronek, Lindsey Nampel, Rich
Wood, and everyone who helped make our virtual
pageant a success! To watch the program, go to
YouTube.com, search for Lake Mills Moravian
Church YouTube channel and select Children’s
Christmas Pageant 2021.
The children’s Sunday School classes will
resume on Sunday, January 9, 2022, at 9:00 a.m.
with the children meeting in their respective
classrooms. We look forward to an exciting time
with your children in Sunday School as we enter
into January 2022! We also wish you and your
family a very Happy and safe New Year!

Adopt-a-Family

The CEC, along with our children’s Sunday
School, would like to thank everyone that helped
support our annual Adopt-a-Family program
through donations and purchases of the Sunday
School bath salt bombs at the church Market Day
in October and Pizza Ranch orders in November.
It is through your generous support that we
were able to make the holidays brighter for four
families within our congregation. Happy New
Year Blessings to everyone in 2022!!

Electronic Giving

The Lake Mills Moravian Church has been
offering the congregation electronic giving since
2004. This service helps reduce fluctuations in
contributions during the whole year while making
it easy and safe for you to donate. On the date you
specify, and at the interval you specify (one time
only, weekly, monthly, etc.), your contributions
will electronically transfer from your account to
the church’s account. When the funds have been
transferred, the church office will be notified.
The date and amount transferred will appear on
your bank statement, and the information will be
included in your annual contribution statement.
If you have any questions, please call Mary in
the church office at 920-648-5412. Forms are
available in the office for you to fill out.

Meals on Wheels

Once again I’d like to
thank all of the volunteers
who gave their time to the
Meals on Wheels service.
Looking forward to serving with you in 2022. In
2022 our church will be
responsible for delivering
meals February 7-18, May 2-13, July 25-August
5, and October 17-28. If you have any questions
or would like to volunteer, please call coordinator
Connie Manske at 920-723-7598.

The Board of Trustees met on Thursday, December 9. Following are highlights of that
meeting:
• incoming Trustees Donna Crossman and Jeff Levake were welcomed.
• the treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved.
• Mary Bade was reappointed church treasurer for 2022.
• several committee reports were given.
• several electrical projects were completed, including the upper parking lot lights, which were
converted to LEDs.
• plans were made for sidewalk snow clearance.
The Board of Elders has chosen not to have Saturday Night Services on December 25 or
January 1. There will be Sunday Worship at the normal 10:00 a.m. time both of those weekends.
Due to the first weekend being New Year’s Weekend, it was decided to move Holy Communion to
the next weekend of January 8 and 9. We will also be drawing our Watchword Texts for the year
that weekend as well.
Welcome to our incoming Elders Erna Kiessling and Corey Nampel.
Many thanks to our outgoing Elders Jane Berg and Jackie Frey. Jane made her last meeting via
Zoom from Wyoming!
The Joint Board met on Thursday, December 16. They reviewed and approved the proposed
2022 budget to be presented at Church Council in January.

Joint Board Retreat Retreating!

Originally our Joint Board Retreat had been scheduled for Saturday, January 15. Due to unforeseen circumstances and the pastor needing to wash his car that day, it will be moved to January
29. Same Bat-Time of 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., same Bat-Channel of the Matthew Room. Lunch will
be provided.

Discipleship News

The Discipleship Retreat is currently on for Mt. Morris Camp and Conference Center beginning
Friday, January 21 through Sunday, January 23. We will leave immediately after school on January
21 and return around 1:00 p.m. on January 23. Students should bring some funds for supper on Friday
and more if they wish to purchase items from the gift shop at Mt. Morris. We will be sleeping in
cabins and having program in the Arrowhead facility, so walking back and forth will be necessary…
in January. This retreat is paid for out of the church budget.

Contribution Guidelines For 2021 Taxes
* Checks written in December 2021, deposited in the mail and postmarked in December 2021
but not received by the church until January 2022............................................. Report for 2021
* Checks written in December 2021, deposited in the mail in December 2021, but not postmarked
until January 2022 and not received by the church until January 2022............. Report for 2022
* Checks written in December 2021 and deposited in church offering in January 2022
............................................................................................................................ Report for 2022
* Checks written and deposited in church offering in January 2022
but “back dated” to December 2021.................................................................. Report for 2022
*Checks written and deposited in church offering in December 2021
but “post-dated” to January 2022....................................................................... Report for 2022
Important: To ensure the deductibility of your church contributions, please do not file your 2021
income tax return until you know you have received a written acknowledgment of your contributions
from the church. Some of your contributions may not be tax-deductible if you file your tax return
before receiving a written acknowledgment of your contribution from the church.

Our Core Values

• Christ Centered Worship
• Spiritual Growth
• Leadership
• Youth
• Community
• Living Out Our Faith Journey

Elections Church
Council

At our Elections Church
Council on November 28,
the following new church officers were elected:
Elders - Erna Kiessling and Corey Nampel;
Trustees - Donna Crossman and Jeff Levake;
and CEC - Julie Ripp and Liberty Roloff.
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STAFF

Email: office@lakemillsmoravianchurch.org
Rev. David Sobek - Pastor........................................... Office 920-648-5412
Rev. John Baumann - Visitation Pastor........................ Home 920-648-2943
Nikki Lawson - Administrative Assistant....................... Office 920-648-5412
Mary Bade - Financial Administrator ............................ Office 920-648-5412
Cora Rund - Organist................................................... Home 608-520-3815
Kathy Wendt - Hand Bell Director................................. Home 920-728-1101
Lindsey Nampel - Sunday School Co-Superintendent. Home 414-702-8644
Kristen Stilling - Sunday School Co-Superintendent.... Home 608-575-8560
Sue Trumpf - Sunday School Secretary....................... Home 920-723-9386
Jo Stokes - Parish Nurse ............................................. Home 608-513-2335
Mary Bade - Editor........................................................ Home 920-648-3267

Office
Hours

Monday - Friday:
9-12 & 1-3

Board Members
Board of Elders
Theresa Palmer (2022)........... 608-843-6749
Bill Stilling (2022) .................... 608-575-8560
Tracy Brandel (2023) .............. 920-285-0083
Donna Hinzmann (2023) ........ 920-988-8824
Joanna Stokes (2023) ............ 608-513-2335
Erna Kiessling (2024)............. 920-648-2424
Corey Nampel (2024) ............. 414-702-8604

Board of Trustees
Rich Fronek (2022)................. 608-669-0970
Rich Hooper (2022) ................ 920-222-1587
Steve Brockert (2023) ............. 920-648-3028
Sherman Lawson (2023)........ 920-648-2531
Dave McFarlane (2023) .......... 920-988-7988
Donna Crossman (2024) ........ 920-648-2486
Jeff Levake (2024) .................. 920-988-7567

COMING IN
FEBRUARY 2022
February 5 & 6
– Holy Communion
February 12
– Men’s Fellowship Breakfast

Our Worship Services may be seen on
Analog Channel 98
or Digital Channel 994
Wednesdays at 7:20 a.m., 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Thursdays at 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.

LMMC You Tube Channel
- click on the link:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCffbGgUhqkSC7xxtfHigeFA/

Deadline for theFebruary 2022 Messenger
will be Tuesday,

January 18.

Please email your articles to
Mary Bade, mmbade@charter.net.

