December 2021

The MESSENGER
To glorify God, we invite all to grow as faithful disciples and to share in the love,
grace and ministry of Jesus Christ by serving the church, community and world.
Discussions with Dave

Every time I am driving into Madison via the Cottage Grove area it reminds me of my younger
days when we would go hunting for deer along County Highways N & TT. My Dad worked at
Oscar Mayer with a couple of guys who lived out there and we would go with them off some side
road here and there. Many of these places that were cornfields then are filled with homes now.
Prior to deer hunting I had been out with my dad hunting squirrels. Dad always said to try and
hit squirrels in the head so as to not ruin any meat. Now out hunting whitetail deer I asked if I was
supposed to hit them in the head. Looking back now I should have known the smart answer I got
was dripping with sarcasm. No one had ever told me where I was supposed to shoot a deer. I assume
you are beginning to laugh at this point.
It is difficult enough to shoot a deer. But we raise the difficulty factor a tad as one is attempting
to aim for just the head. Now throw in a running deer, and I am using a single shot 12-gauge shotgun
and looking down a barrel with only a bead at the end to aim with. Insert laughter here. Things got
far easier when someone explained I had narrowed my field of vision a bit too much.
One year down at my Grandparents’ farm in Crawford County, the same thing happened to
my dad. He was focused on some deer running across a field. Despite our yelling he never turned
around to see the group of deer that almost ran him over.
It is usually not a good thing to narrow our vision and lose sight of what is happening around us.
It is a good thing when taking a test, driving in poor weather conditions, or trying to get an article
done for a church newsletter. But it can become a burden if we are like this all the time.
In Chapter 7 of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus is teaching his disciples about being doers and not
just hearers of the Word, of not judging others, and of watching out for false prophets. But it also
includes this passage:
		 “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road is easy that
		
leads to destruction, and there are many who take it. For the gate is narrow and
		
the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who find it.”
Didn’t I just get through telling you we shouldn’t narrow our vision? Now Jesus is telling us the
road to salvation is a narrow one? In Luke’s Gospel the parallel passage to this one begins with the
disciples asking about who can be saved. And Luke uses the metaphor of a door, rather than a gate.
Either passage makes it clear following Christ is not the easy path most think it is. While the Bible
points and directs us to the path of salvation, there is nothing in scripture which states this path will
be an easy one. And much may be required of us.
We are asked to pray, to speak to our Lord. Not just with our problems and issues, but for all
people. We are requested to gather to hear the needs of the community, to hear the Word of God, to
reflect on it, to find a way to use it while on our path. We are required to tell others about our faith
journey so they may be strengthened in their journey. We are required to give time, talents, and
treasure. Through these we help to build the Kingdom of God. Someone told me years ago the job
of a pastor is to work themselves out of a job. Unfortunately, I am unaware of any pastor who has
accomplished this.
All of the above-mentioned requests, requirements, expectations, etc., are not what I have made
up. They are found in the guide book of our faith. I doubt any of this comes as a great surprise to
you as you have probably heard it before. I bring it up to you as a reminder. We all need reminders
once in a while to be the people God wants us to be. Perhaps it is far better to be reminded of the
love our God has for us, to be reminded of the journey of faith we travel, than to be reminded of
how ignorant one was trying to shoot a deer in the head!

Pastor Dave Sobek

Christmas Eve Outdoor Candlelight Services
New Year’s Eve
3:30 & 6:00 p.m.

Open Communion 5-7 p.m. outside Matthew Room

Holy Communion

Our next opportunity for
Holy Communion will be the
weekend of December 4 and 5 as on this second
Sunday in Advent we come to Christ’s Table.

Scrip Cards For Christmas

Christmas is right around the
corner and gift cards make perfect
stocking stuffers. A list will be on
the bulletin board along with order
forms for ordering the cards. We
can also email/mail them to you, just let the
church office know. You pay the full value and
the church receives a certain percentage of each
card sold. Orders are due in the church office by
Sunday, November 28.

Poinsettias for Advent

For the Advent Season, if you
would like to donate a poinsettia
in memory/honor of loved ones,
please have them in the Fellowship Hall by 3:00 p.m. on Friday,
December 10. Please contact the office if your
poinsettia is in memory or in honor of someone,
so it can be published in the bulletin.

Men’s Fellowship

Our next men’s breakfast will be on Saturday,
December 11, at 7:30 a.m. All men are welcome!

Book Club

This month’s book is “White
Dresses” by Mary Pflum Peterson.
We will meet at 10 a.m. on Thursday,
December 2, in the Gathering Room.
All are welcome!

New Sanctuary Christmas Tree

The sanctuary Christmas tree that was
purchased in 2008 needs to be replaced, so the
Trustees have decided to purchase a new 12’
LED pre-lit tree. The cost of artificial trees, like
everything else, has significantly increased since
the original tree was purchased. If you would like
to help defray the cost of a new tree, please mark
your donation “Christmas tree.” Your donation
can be included in your regular offering envelope
or mailed to the church office. Donations of any
amount are welcome!

Meeting
Our Financial
Responsibilities
October 31, 2021 (Actual)
Budget as of October 31:

$267,168.60

Actual Income as of October 31:
Actual Expenses as of October 31:
Difference YTD

$214,742.81
236,566.23
($21,823.42)

Mary Bade, Treasurer

In the Life of the
Congregation
BIRTHS: Congratulations to Patrick and Paige
(Haferman) Wiedenfeld on the birth of their son,
Camden Mark, on August 28. He was welcomed
home by older siblings Carter and Blayke. Proud
grandparents are Jay & Sharon Wiedenfeld and
Jerry & Becky Haferman. Congratulations to
Andrew and Katelyn (Frey) Rock on the birth of
their son, Kevin Douglas, on October 19. Proud
grandparents are Kent and Kay Frey.
BIRTHDAY WISHES:
December 8 – Jerry Trumpf*;
December 10 – Jo Stokes;
December 18 – Zoe Cuthrell;
December 20 – Sue Trumpf;
December 24 – Lindsey Nampel;
December 27 – Lucy Cuthrell;
December 28 – Hailey Lawson;
December 30 – Barb Brunk
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES (80+):
December 4 – Don Strauss;
December 10 – Rodney Bergholz

Christmas Eve Services – 3:30 P.M. & 6:00 P.M.

The traditional date of December 25 for celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ goes back as far
as 273 A.D. Various things have gone on the night before that we refer to as Christmas Eve. In the
Moravian Church the tradition of a Candlelight Service first began in Europe in 1747 in the Moravian
community of Marienborn, Germany. Brother Johannes von Watteville conducted a Christmas Eve
service for the children in which lit candles tied with a small red ribbon were distributed to those
assembled. Of all the worship services in any given year, Christmas Eve Candlelight Services are
very similar across the congregations of the Moravian Church. Some might have a history of using
different music from what we use, some include a Lovefeast, some might even include Holy Communion. But the end result is a service honoring the Light of the World.
We will be trying something a little different from past years. We will have two Candlelight
Services in the upper parking lot with one service at 3:30 p.m. and one at 6:00 p.m. There will also
be an online service which will be made available on our YouTube channel. We did one service this
way last Christmas Eve and those who attended felt very moved by the service. I encourage you to
attend to find out for yourself.
As you come in the parking lot you will be given unlit candles, bulletins, and if you so choose, you
may leave your Christmas Eve offering there. You may stay in your vehicle with the radio tuned to
FM 87.9 to listen to the service. There will be an opportunity to get out of your vehicle to light your
candle if you choose to do so. It was 4 degrees last year without the wind, yet a multitude got out of
their vehicles, lit their candles and sang Silent Night and Joy to the World in front of the garage.
Please dress for the weather if you plan on being outside.

Luminary Sale Continues

The CEC will continue selling luminaries for our Christmas Eve services, to adorn the outside of our church. You may purchase a traditional
luminary bag for $5.00 each through December 20, 2021. Luminary
order forms will continue to be available at the worship services, as well
as Monday-Friday at the church office during regular business hours of 9-12 and 1:00-3:00. Proceeds
will go to our Assistance Fund. Please help our Moravian Block glow once again this Christmas
Eve! Any questions, please contact Sue Trumpf at 920-723-9386.
As we enter into the Advent season, the Christian Education Committee (CEC) would like to wish
everyone a very safe and blessed holiday season as we await the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

New Year’s Eve Holy Communion 5:00 – 7:00 P.M.

We will again gather in the area in front of the Matthew Room to put 2021 away by coming to
Christ’s Table. The elements will be consecrated at 5:00 p.m. and you are invited to come any time
until 7:00 p.m. to receive Communion. Please come in quietly. Spend some time with your God.
Come to the Table to be served. End 2021 in God’s Holy Presence.

DECEMBER SERVANTS

Christmas Greetings
from the Staff:

DIENERS: Becky & Jerry Haferman – (B) 920-988-2987
SORTERS: Wayne Staff & Sherman Lawson
Christmas Eve: Rich Hooper & Dave McFarlane

May the peace and blessings of Christmas
be yours, and may the coming year
be filled with happiness.
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Date Service

Annual Reports From 2021

It’s that time of year again – annual reports for
our booklet for Church Council. Articles are due
to the church office by December 31. Financial
reports are due as soon as year-end information
is available. You may fax your articles to 920648-3669 or email them to the office at office@
lakemillsmoravianchurch.org.

Meals on Wheels

I would like to thank each
and every volunteer for the
extraordinary service they have
given in November and the past
year. Meals on Wheels is a much
needed organization for those who need us.
		
Thanks to all!
		
Coordinator, Connie Manske

LAY READERS
Date Service
Readers

USHERS
Ushers

(Only reading on Sundays right now)

(Usher Teams will also greet until further notice)

12/5
12/12
12/19
12/26

10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.

Paul Crossman
Jane Berg
Bob Hoyt
Todd Messmer

NURSERY SCHEDULE
For the safety of all, there will be no nursery
until further notice.

12/5
10:00 A.M.
12/12
10:00 A.M.
12/19
10:00 A.M.
Christmas Eve
12/24
3:30 P.M.
12/24
6:00 P.M.
12/26
10:00 A.M.

WORSHIP RECORDING & PRODUCTION
Date Service
Recording
YouTube Video
12/5
12/12
12/19
12/26

10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.

Rich Fronek
Dakota Sobek
Richard Wood
Paul Albrecht

Rich Fronek
Dakota Sobek
Rich Fronek
Paul Albrecht

Deb Van Ommeren
Pam Streich
Cindy Miller
Todd Messmer
Dakota Sobek
Derek Sobek

ship Times
Wor
Saturday – 4 p.m.
Sunday – 10 a.m.

Sunday School – 9 a.m.

9-11 AM Line Dancing

27

26

NO Sunday School
9 AM Adult Study
10 AM Worship

9-11 AM Line Dancing

20

19

NO Sunday School
9 AM Adult Study
10 AM Worship

9-11 AM Line Dancing

13

6:30 PM Moravian Women’s
Board Meeting - Timothy

9-11 AM Line Dancing

6

Monday

8:45 AM Sunday School
9 AM Adult Study
10 AM Worship

12

8:45 AM Sunday School
9 AM Adult Study
10 AM Worship & Holy
Communion

5

Sunday

28

Unity Prayer Watch

21 First Day of Winter

7 PM E. Raiford – Gathering
Room

9 AM Kim Sibert

14

7

Tuesday

9 AM – 1 PM Reaching Out
Respite – “Matt”
NO Discipleship Class
7:30 PM AA

29

9 AM – 1 PM Reaching Out
Respite – “Matt”
3:15-4:30 PM Discipleship
Class
7:30 PM AA

22

7:30 PM AA

9 AM – 1 PM Reaching Out
Respite – “Matt”
3:15-4:30 PM Discipleship
Class

15

7:30 PM AA

9 AM – 1 PM Reaching Out
Respite – “Matt”
1 PM Brenda Brent – Old
Conf Rm.
3:15-4:30 PM Discipleship
Class

8

7:30 PM AA

9 AM – 1 PM Reaching Out
Respite – “Matt”
3:15-4:30 PM Discipleship
Class

1

Wednesday

30

23

6:30 PM Elders – “Matt”

16

6:30 PM Trustees – “Matt”

1 PM E. Appenfeldt

9

6:30 PM CEC

10 AM Book Club- Gathering Rm

2

Thursday

December 2021

5-7 PM Open Holy
Communion outside Matthew
Room

Office OPEN 9 am – 12 pm

31 New Year’s Eve

3:30 pm & 6:00 PM
Outdoor Candlelight
Services

Office OPEN 9 am – 12 pm

24 Christmas Eve

17

Poinsettias DUE by 3 PM

10

3

Friday

NO Worship
Service

25 Christmas Day

4 PM Drive-In Worship

9-2 PM Optimist Gift
Wrapping -- Fellowship Hall

18

4 PM Drive-In Worship

7:30 AM Men’s Breakfast

11

4 PM Drive-In Worship &
Holy Communion

4

Saturday

It warms our
hearts to see the children attending Sunday
School and learning
about our Christian faith
each week. As of this writing, we will be having
our big group Sunday School Advent workshop
on November 21st during the regular Sunday
School time. We would like to take this opportunity to thank Mitch from the Lake Mills Market
for donating the sugar cookies and containers
and to Todd Ripp for donating his time, the
materials and making the Advent wreath boards.
We appreciate their generosity to help make our
workshop a success!
Our Sunday School Christmas program will
be a virtual experience this year! The production
of “O Come Let Us Adore Him” is underway
with various children recording each week.
Parents please note: On Sunday, December 5
and December 12, Sunday School will begin
at 8:45 a.m. to provide extra time for taping the
Sunday School program. At this time we would
like to thank Cora Rund, Lindsey Nampel, Rich
Fronek and any others we may have missed, for
all their behind-the-scenes work to make this a
successful and memorable experience. Please
mark your calendars for December 18th as
this is the scheduled date you may watch the
Sunday School children’s Christmas program
on YouTube.
It is very important for your children to attend Sunday school, not only to be a part of this
wonderful Christmas program, but also to learn
about God, our church, and to create long-lasting
friendships that will carry on throughout their
lives! If you have not registered your child(ren)
for our Sunday School classes, it is never too
late. Please contact Sue Trumpf, she is around
the church every Sunday morning. She will be
happy to register your child(ren). As a reminder,
Sunday School begins each week at 9:00 a.m. and
concludes at 9:45 a.m. unless otherwise noted.
We will not hold classes on December
19 and 26, 2021, as well as January 2, 2022.
Our normally scheduled classes will resume on
January 9, 2022.
As we enter into this joyous celebration
of the Advent season, spending time with our
church family and those we love, we would like
to wish each and every one of you a Christmas
filled with peace and happiness that will carry
over to the New Year!
Christmas blessings to all and wishes for
a healthy and wonderful New Year!
		
Kristen, Lindsey, Sue and the entire
		
Sunday School staff

Discipleship

While the pastor was away on Sabbatical, the
Discipleship Students were diligently working
on a project. Obviously over the next couple of
months the class schedule will be off as we do
not meet when the students do not have school
going on.
Parents should put January 21-23 on their
calendars as this will be the weekend for the
Discipleship Retreat held at Mt. Morris Camp
and Retreat Center. The costs for this retreat are
paid for by the church. We will leave immediately after school on Friday and return around
1:00 p.m. on Sunday. More information will be
available as the time grows closer.

The Work of Our Boards

The Board of Trustees met on Thursday, November 11. Following are highlights of that
meeting:
• the treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved.
• several ongoing church maintenance projects were discussed.
• the purchase of a new Christmas tree for the sanctuary was discussed. Approval was given
to spend up to $2,500 for a 12’ pre-lit tree. The congregation will be given the opportunity to
make contributions toward the cost of the tree.
approval
was given to enter into a new 5-year lease for the office copy machine.
•
replacement
of the front desk printer was approved.
•
a
proposal
was
approved to accept an in-kind donation of additional equipment to improve
•
streaming of worship services.
• there was discussion of how to set up a Christmas tree and hang an Advent star by the garage
for the Christmas Eve services.
• Saturday, November 27, at 9:00 a.m. was set as the time to hang the star and set up the
Christmas tree in the sanctuary.
The Board of Elders meeting took place after the deadline for this issue. Highlights of
that meeting may be found in next month’s Messenger.

Christmas Hams

Christmas is fast approaching, and the Stewardship/Outreach Committee is
again collecting money to supply the Food Pantry with hams for Christmas dinner
for those families in need who visit the Food Pantry. Each ham costs approximately $10 - $12. Any
donation amount is appreciated. Our goal is to collect enough money for 90 families. You may drop
the money off at the church office, place it in an envelope marked “Hams” or send it to the church
marked “Hams.” This year the Food Pantry would like to have the hams there by December 10th.
Please have the money to the church by December 8th. The generosity you have shown in the past
has been very much appreciated by those who have received this gift for their Christmas Dinner.

Moravian Women

As we put on our winter coats, hats, and mittens we are reminded fall is slowly transforming
to winter!! At our December meeting we will be handing out the shut-in lists to the circles. We
will also have the circle books ready for everyone. Teresa attended the Provincial Women’s Board
and the Interprovincial Women’s Board meetings held in Columbus, Ohio, and Charleston, West
Virginia, on October 29-31. We discussed the next study book and mission book coming out for
2022-2023. We also discussed the next Moravian Women’s Conference. Due to COVID, some of
the planning has been put on hold for a little while. We will keep you posted on that once we hear
more details. Wishing you and your family a blessed Thanksgiving!!!! T

Contribution Guidelines For 2021 Taxes

* Checks written in December 2021, deposited in the mail and postmarked in December 2021
but not received by the church until January 2022............................................. Report for 2021
* Checks written in December 2021, deposited in the mail in December 2021, but not postmarked
until January 2022 and not received by the church until January 2022............. Report for 2022
* Checks written in December 2021 and deposited in church offering in January 2022
............................................................................................................................ Report for 2022
* Checks written and deposited in church offering in January 2022
but “back dated” to December 2021.................................................................. Report for 2022
*Checks written and deposited in church offering in December 2021
but “post-dated” to January 2022....................................................................... Report for 2022
Important: To ensure the deductibility of your church contributions, please do not file your 2021
income tax return until you know you have received a written acknowledgment of your contributions
from the church. Some of your contributions may not be tax-deductible if you file your tax return
before receiving a written acknowledgment of your contribution from the church.

Unity Prayer Watch

Our turn for the Unity Prayer Watch is Tuesday, December 21. There will be a sign-up sheet
hung up on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board. Prayer sheets will be available on the bulletin board.
Please consider giving 15 minutes (or longer) for a time of prayer for our whole Moravian Church.

2022 Daily Texts

If you pre-ordered a 2022 Daily Text, there
has been a delay in shipping. Initially they were
expected to arrive here the first part of November. However, we are now expected to get them
before the first of the year. We will notify those
that have purchased Daily Texts when they arrive
and will put a message in the bulletin when the
extras are ready for sale.

Updated Directory

We will be publishing an updated directory
after the beginning of the year, and would like
to gather any information changes from our
members. If you’ve recently had any changes
to your information or new additions to your
family, please call the office or email office@
lakemillsmoravianchurch.org so we can update
the directory. Your help is very much appreciated!!
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COMING IN January, 2022:
January 1 –
January 2 –
January 8 –
January 9 –

OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS

December 24 - Office is open 9 a.m. to 12 Noon.
December 31 - Office is open 9 a.m. to 12 Noon.
STAFF

Email: office@lakemillsmoravianchurch.org
Rev. David Sobek - Pastor..............................................Office 920-648-5412
Rev. John Baumann - Visitation Pastor...........................Home 920-648-2943
Nikki Lawson - Administrative Assistant..........................Office 920-648-5412
Mary Bade - Financial Administrator ...............................Office 920-648-5412
Cora Rund - Organist......................................................Home 608-520-3815
Kathy Wendt - Hand Bell Director....................................Home 920-728-1101
Lindsey Nampel - Sunday School Co-Superintendent....Home 414-702-8644
Kristen Stilling - Sunday School Co-Superintendent.......Home 608-575-8560
Sue Trumpf - Sunday School Secretary..........................Home 920-723-9386
Jo Stokes - Parish Nurse ................................................Home 608-513-2335
Mary Bade - Editor...........................................................Home 920-648-3267

Hours
Monday - Friday:
9-12 & 1-3

Board Members
Board of Elders
Jackie Frey (2021)........................... 608-513-6237
Jane Berg (2021)............................. 920-648-2003
Theresa Palmer (2022).................... 608-843-6749
Bill Stilling (2022)............................. 608-575-8560
Tracy Brandel (2023)....................... 920-285-0083
Donna Hinzmann (2023)................. 920-988-8824
Joanna Stokes (2023)..................... 608-513-2335

Board of Trustees
Adam Lawson (2021)...................... 920-723-5599
Wayne Staff (2021).......................... 920-253-6306
Rich Fronek (2022)......................... 608-669-0970
Rich Hooper (2022)........................ 920-222-1587
Steve Brockert (2023)...................... 920-648-3028
Sherman Lawson (2023)................. 920-648-2531
Dave McFarlane (2023)................... 920-988-7988

No Worship Service
Worship & Holy Communion
Men’s Breakfast (7:30 a.m.)
Scholarship Presentation
(2nd Half)
January 21-23 – Discipleship Retreat
at Mt. Morris
January 24 – 27 – Clergy Retreat
January 30 – Church Council following
Worship (Snow date will be
Sunday, February 6)

Our Worship Services may be seen on
Analog Channel 98
or Digital Channel 994
Wednesdays at 7:20 a.m., 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Thursdays at 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.

LMMC You Tube Channel
- click on the link:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCffbGgUhqkSC7xxtfHigeFA/
Deadline for the January 2022 Messenger
will be Tuesday,

December 21.

Please email your articles to
Mary Bade, mmbade@charter.net.

