November 2021

The MESSENGER
To glorify God, we invite all to grow as faithful disciples and to share in the love,
grace and ministry of Jesus Christ by serving the church, community and world.
Discussions with Dave

The Church’s Marketing Problem
It seems almost every business has some sort of “loyalty program.” Kwik Trip has a rewards
program as does BP I believe. The Lake Mills Market has a program, but since ours is in Dina’s
name, I have no idea what it actually does. You can’t go into Farm & Fleet or Fleet Farm and buy
something without being asked if you are a member of their program. We have a Costco Visa and it
has a rewards program, and according to the ads on television it seems every other credit card offers
some sort of points program. Even the place where I buy shoes.
Does anyone remember the days when businesses just sold stuff?
This type of incentive program has been around for a long time. Before the oil embargo of the
70’s almost all gas stations were full service, meaning someone came out from the station, pumped
your gas, cleaned your windshield, maybe even checked your oil and tire pressure. But…if you
bought enough gas, you received green stamps or some gift like a wooden salad bowl. My mom
had a whole set we used for years.
Instant rewards and instant gratification are something the church does not have to hand out.
And thus, our marketing problem.
People want something for the hard-earned money they spend, they want to see results for all
the hard work they put in. I am probably not any different. I have always mowed the parsonage
lawn. I have thought up my best messages while mowing. The real enjoyment I get is seeing the
instant results of my work, something I rarely get to witness in my work as a pastor.
The church has no short-term incentive program. We have a great retirement plan, but nothing
(most of us hope) in the short term or near future.
Thirty years ago, a pastor friend mentioned he had a plan. Every time someone came to worship,
they would put their name in a bowl. If they brought a friend to worship, they could put in two.
Certain days of the year would also allow someone to put their name in more than once. Then, at
the end of the year, at the Watchnight Service on New Year’s Eve, the pastor would draw a name.
If that person were present, they would be awarded $1,000.00. He figured if it increased attendance
10% the church would still be further ahead financially than it currently was. I asked him if he
remembered the Moravian Church does not look favorably upon gambling. It was an interesting
concept, but one that might not have had the desired results.
Many mental health professionals in the past wanted nothing to do with religion. A few were even
hostile to it, like not allowing me as a pastor to be included in a Critical Incident Stress Management
team that worked with fire departments following a significantly bad call. Recent studies have begun
to show the profound positive impact a life of faith and involvement in a religious institution can
have on mental health.
Researchers at the Mayo Clinic concluded, “Most studies have shown that religious involvement
and spirituality are associated with better health outcomes, including greater longevity, coping skills,
and health-related quality of life (even during terminal illness) and less anxiety, depression, and
suicide. Several studies have shown that addressing the spiritual needs of the patient may enhance
recovery from illness.” (Forbes, March 29, 2019)
“Religion gives people something to believe in, provides a sense of structure and typically offers
a group of people to connect with over similar beliefs. These facets can have a large positive impact
on mental health-research suggests that religiosity reduces suicide rates, alcoholism and drug use.”
(NAMI – National Alliance on Mental Illness, December 21, 2016)
While these studies show the positive aspects of being a part of congregational life, I am not
sure I want to see the sign in front of the church flashing: “Our Church Cures Depression” or “Have
a Better Life – Go to Church.” It is interesting to note that clergy are two times as likely to suffer
from depression than the national average for non-clergy according to a study by Duke Divinity
School. (Duke Today, 2013)
The Parable of the Prodigal Son is an example of instant gratification, of wanting something now,
of not wanting to wait until the proper time. Being an active participant in the life of a Christian
congregation can have many benefits. The short-term satisfaction of seeing mission work completed,
the joy of someone accepting salvation through Jesus Christ, or when a young person understands
some concept of faith and what it means in their life. But most of the benefits of our faith are unseen
and often we are unaware of how they impact our daily lives.
I challenge you to gain a better understanding of your faith and how it is/is not a part of your life.
I challenge you to seek out why you are (or are not) an active participant in the life of a congregation.
Or better yet, I challenge you to be an active participant for 30 days in the life of this congregation
and see what you can accomplish.

Pastor Dave Sobek

Pastor Dave on Sabbatical

As the Fall leaves turn colors and drop,
Pastor Dave is taking some time off to reflect
and renew. He began his Sabbatical Leave on
Monday, October 18, and will return to the office
on Monday, November 15. If you have a need,
please call the office as there will be people who
will minister while Pastor Dave is away.

Holy Communion and
Brother Greg Behrend

On Sunday, November 14, we will come
to Christ’s Table as we celebrate the election of
Jesus Christ as the Chief Elder of the Moravian
Church.
On that Sunday, Brother Greg Behrend of
You Belong, a church start planted in the Green
Bay area, will be here to share the vision for this
new congregation. You Belong is a congregation
designed for those with special needs. With that
in mind we will also be collecting items for this
new endeavor.
From Greg: Part of our mission at You
Belong is to help care for families so that they
can thrive in mind, body, and soul. Between now
and Christmas, You Belong will be collecting the
following items and delivering them to families
in need. As part of our efforts, we are inviting
you to consider joining us by helping to collect
these desperately needed items in the Green
Bay community. To learn more email greg@
youbelongwi.org. Collection Items: diapers
(sizes: newborn-5T), pull-ups (sizes: 2T-5T),
baby wipes, new baby bottles, new sleeper footie
pajamas, new non-electronic toys for babies
and toddlers. Please bring them to worship
on November 14 or drop them off in the office
before then.

Elections Church Council –
Sunday, November 28

Following worship on the first Sunday in
Advent we will have a Church Council to elect
new members to serve on the Board of Elders (2),
Board of Trustees (2), and Christian Education
Committee (1). If you feel called to serve on one
of these Boards, please speak to Pastor Dave.
Don’t wait for a call!

Daylight Savings
Time Ends
November 7

Make sure you set your clocks back
one hour Saturday night, November 6th.

Meeting
Our Financial
Responsibilities
September 30, 2021 (Actual)
Budget as of September 30:

$240,451.74

Actual Income as of September 30: $193,429.63
Actual Expenses as of September 30: 214,055.60
Difference YTD		
($20,625.97)
Although our shortfall is still the lowest we’ve had at
this point in the last five years, it is growing. Please
prayerfully consider what you can give to help eliminate this shortfall before the end of the year.

Mary Bade, Treasurer

In the Life of the
Congregation
FUNERALS: We would like to extend our
sympathy to the family and friends of Edith
Kottwitz, who passed away on October 5. Her
funeral service was held in our sanctuary on
October 8, with Pastor Dave officiating. We also
extend our deepest sympathy to the family and
friends of Doreen Drennan, who passed away
on October 19. Her funeral service will be held
in our sanctuary on Saturday, November 6, at
11:00 a.m., with visitation from 9-11 a.m.
BAPTISM: We welcomed Asher Allen Blaisdell
into our Baptized Membership on October 17,
2021. He is the son of Michael Blaisdell and
McKayla Yahn.
BIRTHDAY WISHES:
November 23 – Brooke Behm;
November 23 – Stephanie Behm

Luminaries for Sale

The CEC will once again sell luminaries for our Christmas
Eve services, to adorn the outside of our church. In case you
do not know what luminaries are, they are white bags with a
candle inside. Each bag may be given in “memory of ” or “honor
of ” a loved one, friend, or even a pet. You may purchase your
luminaries for $5.00 each beginning November 21st through
December 20th. Order forms will be available at the worship services, as well as Monday- Friday
at the church office during regular business hours of 9:00 a.m.-12 noon and 1:00-3:00 p.m. Please
write your check to the Lake Mills Moravian Church and in the memo line: “Luminaries.” Proceeds
will go to our church Assistance Fund. Please help our Moravian Block glow this Christmas!! Any
questions, please contact Sue Trumpf at 920-723-9386, leaving a message if she does not answer.
Thank you for your support to this important ministry!

Discipleship

Cleaning Supply Donations

Meals on Wheels

Moravian Women

The Discipleship Class will not meet on
Wednesday after school until the pastor is back
from his sabbatical. Wednesday, November
17, will be the first day back. The class will be
working on a project for the four weeks while
the pastor is gone. There are currently nine
students in the class.

Our congregation’s
turn for Meals on Wheels
will start on November
15th and follow through the
24th. I will be contacting
volunteers starting on the
5th, looking forward to
talking to those that will be doing the service.
Thanks everyone, Coordinator Connie Manske,
920-723-7598.

The Christie Melby-Gibbons Circle is once
again organizing a cleaning supply drive for
the Lake Mills Food Pantry. If you are able to
donate cleaning products please do so by Sunday, November 14th, items will be delivered on
the 15th. A donation box can be found by the
Fellowship Hall bulletin board. Thank you!

As the fall season continues, we reelected
Deb VanOmmeren as Vice-President and Mary
Bade as Treasurer for a second term.
Special thanks to Pam Krueger, Donna
Hinzmann and Cindy Wolff for being co-chairs of
Market Day this year! We had a good turnout!!
We heard many comments from the customers
that they liked having all the “rooms” in Fellowship Hall. We had a delicious Swiss Steak
Dinner!! Thank you to the room chairs and
their helpers in making Market Day a success!
And thank you to everyone who donated items,
helped, and shopped at Market Day!

SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES (80+):
November 10 – Mae Bryant;
November 28 – Robert Jahn
THANK YOUs: We would like to thank Cindy
Fahney, Jamie Almquist, Rev. Kurt Liebenow,
and Rev. Greg Behrend for filling the pulpit
while Pastor Dave is on Sabbatical. Also, a
thank you to Jane Berg and Jo Stokes for being
the main backup contacts for Nikki while Dave
is gone. We’d like to say a special thank you
to the Men’s Fellowship and volunteers who
made the Spaghetti Dinner a success. We’d also
like to say a special thank you to the Moravian
Women, volunteers, and everyone who donated
items that helped make this year’s Market Day
a success as well.

Men’s Fellowship

Our next breakfast will be Saturday, November 13, at 7:30 a.m. All men are welcome.

Book Club

The Book Club will meet on
Thursday, November 4, at 10:00 a.m.
in the Gathering Room. This month’s
book is “The Other Einstein” by Marie
Benedict. All are welcome to join.

NOVEMBER SERVANTS

DIENERS: Mike & Ashley Nebel (M) 262-565-8226
SORTERS: Adam Lawson & Sherman Lawson
USHERS
Date Service
Ushers

LAY READERS
Date Service
Readers
(Only reading on Sundays right now)

(Usher Teams will also greet until further notice)

11/7
11/14
11/21
11/28

10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.

Bob Hinzmann
Ken Manske
Dave Wendt
Stewart Masche

NURSERY SCHEDULE

11/7
11/14
11/21
11/28

10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.

Jane Harberg
Kathy Wendt
Diane Fronek
Derek Sobek

For the safety of all, there will be no nursery until further notice.

WORSHIP RECORDING & PRODUCTION
Date Service
Recording
YouTube Video
11/7
11/14
11/21
11/28

10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.

Dakota Sobek
Richard Wood
Paul Albrecht
Paul Crossman

Dakota Sobek
Rich Fronek
Paul Albrecht
Dakota Sobek

ship Times
Wor
Saturday – 4 p.m.
Sunday – 10 a.m.

Sunday School – 9 a.m.

9-11 AM Line Dancing

29

28

NO Sunday School
10 AM Worship
11 AM Elections Church
Council

9-11 AM Line Dancing

22

21

9 AM Sunday School/Adult
Study
10 AM Worship

9-11 AM Line Dancing

15

14

9 AM Sunday School/Adult
Study
10 AM Worship & Holy
Communion– Rev. Greg
Behrend

9-11 AM Line Dancing

8

6:30 PM Moravian Women’s
Board Meeting/ Market Day
Follow-up—“Tim”

9-11 AM Line Dancing

1

Monday

9 AM Sunday School/Adult
Study
10 AM Worship – Jamie
Almquist

7

Sunday

30

23

16

7 PM E. Raiford –Gathering
Room

9

2

Tuesday

7:30 PM AA

NO Discipleship Class

24

3:15-5:15 PM Discipleship
Class
5:00 - 5:30 PM Pizza Ranch
Fundraiser Pick Up
7:30 PM AA

17

7:30 PM AA

NO Discipleship Class

1 PM Brenda Brent-Old Conf.
Rm

10

7:30 PM AA

NO Discipleship Class

3

Wednesday

OFFICE CLOSED

THANKSGIVING

25

6:30 PM Elders – “Matt”

18

6:30 PM Trustees—“Matt.”

11

6:30 PM CEC— F.H. & Zoom

10 AM Book Club - Gathering
Room

4

Thursday

November 2021

26

19

12

5

OFFICE
CLOSED

Friday

4 PM Drive-In Worship

27

4 PM Drive-In Worship

20

NO Worship Service

9 AM Church Fall Clean-up

7:30 AM Men’s Breakfast

13

Turn your clocks BACK ONE
HOUR tonight!!!!

4 PM Drive-In Worship –
Jamie Almquist

6

Saturday

The Work of Our Boards
The children continue to learn through
the curriculum, Living Branches, which was developed specifically
by the Moravian Church, and it teaches our
church’s history. We joined together on October
10th to make bath bombs to help support our
annual Adopt A Family program. We would
like to extend a thank you to Linnea Phillips and
Kristen Stilling who chaired this event and also
donated the ingredients. We sold the bath bombs
in decorative cups and bowls at the church’s
annual Market Day on October 16th and sold out
of them within 4 hours! The proceeds benefit the
Adopt A Family program which has a separate
article within this Messenger. We would like to
thank everyone who purchased our items!
We are holding an Advent Workshop in
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 21
during our Sunday School hour, and families are
encouraged and welcome to participate in this
fun event! We are planning multiple stations
where everyone may participate in a variety of
activities including creating their own Advent
Wreath, decorating cookies and more! For more
information on that event, please contact Lindsey
Nampel at 414-702-8644, Kristen Stilling at
608-575-8560 or Sue Trumpf at 920-723-9386
leaving a message if no one answers and we will
get back to you. Thanksgiving Blessings to one
and all!

Advent Vesper Service

Our Advent Vesper Service will again be offered as an online experience. With the planning
of this service already taking shape, a decision
needed to be made how to offer this service to
our community. Different parts of the service
will be recorded over the next few weeks and will
be ready sometime early in the Advent Season
on our YouTube Channel.

T-Shirts/Sweatshirts For Sale

We still have a few royal blue t-shirts and
hooded sweatshirts for sale. The t-shirts are
$10 and the hooded sweatshirts are $35. Please
contact the church office during business hours
of Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-noon and 1-3
p.m. for available sizes

E-Messenger

Would you like to reduce the amount of
paper in your household and at the same time
help the church reduce the cost of mailing the
Messenger? If you would prefer to receive the
Messenger by email rather than by snail mail,
please let the church office know.

The Board of Trustees met on Thursday, October 14. Following are highlights of that
meeting.
• the treasurer’s report was received and approved. Several questions regarding the church’s
invested funds were discussed.
• Pastor Dave informed the board who will be preaching during his sabbatical and how other
needs will be covered during that time.
• ongoing maintenance projects were reviewed.
• the new riding mower needs to be sent for repairs.
• three facility use requests were approved.
• purchase of a new Christmas tree for the sanctuary was discussed.
• snow removal contract with Schweighardt Concrete was approved.
• fall clean-up day was set for Saturday, November 13, at 9 a.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services

We will again offer an online Christmas Eve Candlelight Service as we did last year for those
unable to get out or who may not feel comfortable being out among a lot of people. This service
will be available on our YouTube Channel and a notification will be sent out when it is available to
view.
The Elders decided we will offer two in-person Christmas Eve Candlelight Services outside in
the upper parking lot! The first service will be at 3:30 p.m. and the second at 6:00 p.m. The pastor
expected 50 for last year’s outdoor service and well over 100 showed up. Many commented they
had a wonderful experience last year and hoped we might do another, despite the cold. We hope to
add a little more to the service this year with more singers, and maybe even a tree and star! While
the service will be held outside, those remaining in their vehicles will still be able to experience a
great service.

Adopt A Family Dinner Fundraiser!

The Sunday School is hosting a dinner fundraiser provided by Pizza Ranch on Wednesday, November 17, with proceeds going to our annual Adopt A Family program. What this
means is NO NEED TO PLAN DINNER FOR THIS NIGHT! Please allow Pizza Ranch
to prepare your dinner for you! Along with pizza, the menu includes chicken, sides and
desserts! Orders must be placed by NOON on Monday November 15th. There are two
ways to order your delicious dinner: order online at pizzaranchorder.com/fundraiser/fa12cd
or call Pizza Ranch Watertown directly at 920-390-2782. The link will take you directly to
our event, listed as “Lake Mills Moravian Christian Education Drop Off Event”; if you call
be sure to identify that your order is for our event. You will be able to pick up your prepared
dinner on Wednesday, November 17, in the upper parking lot or in Fellowship Hall during
the times of 5:00-5:30 p.m. We will earn up to 15% from the sales along with any tips that
are given, and the money earned will go directly to our Adopt A Family program.
For those who are unfamiliar with our Adopt A Family program, it was started a number
of years ago as a Sunday School outreach event to help brighten Christmas for families within
our congregation who may not have a Christmas without our help. If you do not care for
pizza or chicken, but would like to support this important ministry, we are accepting monetary donations as well. If you choose to make a donation, please make your checks payable
to the Lake Mills Moravian Church and list “Adopt a Family” in the memo line. Monetary
donations are being accepted through November 21st. Please prayerfully consider donating
to this wonderful Sunday School event to help make a heart-warming Christmas for those
families within our congregation.
If you have any questions, please contact Lindsey Nampel at 414-702-8644, Kristen Stilling at 608-575-8560 or Sue Trumpf at 920-723-9386, leaving a message if no one answers,
and we will return your call. So, whether you decide on a delicious prepared ready-to-eat
meal or decide on a monetary donation, WE THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH in advance
for supporting this very important ministry!

INFORMATION UPDATES

If you have any address, phone number, email, or other changes, please update
your information with the church office. Please keep in mind how important it
is to update your personal information, so we can keep our records up to date.
We also are here to serve you and your family when there is a need. We can’t
always know what your needs are if you don’t let us know, though. Privacy
rules prevent hospitals from calling the church when a member is admitted, so
please call the office when a visit is desired or if you’d like the prayer chain to
have information. It will also be very helpful if a family member contacts us when your loved one
is discharged from the hospital or moved to another facility.

The MESSENGER

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE

Lake Mills Moravian Church

301 College Street
Lake Mills, WI 53551
(920) 648-5412
website: www.lakemillsmoravianchurch.org

PAID

Lake Mills, WI 53551
Permit No. 61

Return Service Requested

COMING IN December 2021:

STAFF

Email: office@lakemillsmoravianchurch.org
Rev. David Sobek - Pastor........................................... Office 920-648-5412
Rev. John Baumann - Visitation Pastor........................ Home 920-648-2943
Nikki Lawson - Administrative Assistant....................... Office 920-648-5412
Mary Bade - Financial Administrator ............................ Office 920-648-5412
Cora Rund - Organist................................................... Home 608-520-3815
Kathy Wendt - Hand Bell Director................................. Home 920-728-1101
Lindsey Nampel - Sunday School Co-Superintendent. Home 414-702-8644
Kristen Stilling - Sunday School Co-Superintendent.... Home 608-575-8560
Sue Trumpf - Sunday School Secretary....................... Home 920-723-9386
Jo Stokes - Parish Nurse ............................................. Home 608-513-2335
Mary Bade - Editor........................................................ Home 920-648-3267

Office
Hours

Monday - Friday:
9-12 & 1-3

Board Members
Board of Elders

Board of Trustees

Jackie Frey (2021)................... 608-513-6237
Jane Berg (2021)..................... 920-648-2003
Theresa Palmer (2022)............ 608-843-6749
Bill Stilling (2022)..................... 608-575-8560
Tracy Brandel (2023)............... 920-285-0083
Donna Hinzmann (2023)......... 920-988-8824
Joanna Stokes (2023)............. 608-513-2335

Adam Lawson (2021).............. 920-723-5599
Wayne Staff (2021).................. 920-253-6306
Rich Fronek (2022)................. 608-669-0970
Rich Hooper (2022)................ 920-222-1587
Steve Brockert (2023).............. 920-648-3028
Sherman Lawson (2023)......... 920-648-2531
Dave McFarlane (2023)........... 920-988-7988

December 4 & 5 – Holy Communion
December 18 – Sunday School
Christmas Program
(Virtual Family Event)
December 19 & 26 – NO Sunday School
December 21 – Unity Prayer Watch
December 24 – Outdoor Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services
– 3:30 & 6:00 p.m.

Our Worship Services may be seen on
Analog Channel 98
or Digital Channel 994
Wednesdays at 7:20 a.m., 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Thursdays at 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.

LMMC You Tube Channel
- click on the link:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCffbGgUhqkSC7xxtfHigeFA/
Deadline for the December 2021 Messenger
will be Tuesday,

November 16.

Please email your articles to
Mary Bade, mmbade@charter.net.

