May 2020

The MESSENGER
To glorify God, we invite all to grow as faithful disciples and to share in the love,
grace and ministry of Jesus Christ by serving the church, community and world.
Please note that due to the changing situation with the coronavirus (COVID-19), all events and dates
in the coming weeks may be subject to change.
Please call the church office at 920-648-5412 if you have questions.

Discussions with Dave

Church Building Closed

Ministry Finds a Way

I recently purchased a paperback Moravian Daily Text from 1944 off of eBay. I
have purchased others and in fact I have a hardcover one from 1944 as well. What
made this one special was the purpose of this text, “For Moravian United States
Service Men.” Inside the front cover is “Washington’s Prayer” and a place to put
your name, rank, etc. There is a prayer for all service men (Sorry ladies, 1944), a
quote from Ephesians 6 about Spiritual Armor, and nine points about what it means
to be a Christian. I have never seen a Daily Text like this before. I did some more
research.
I came across a book entitled “War-Time Agencies of the Churches: Directory and Handbook”
published by the General War-Time Commission of the Churches in January 1, 1919. This book
details what 31 different denominations and 18 agencies (like the American Bible Society), were
doing for those in Europe fighting in WWI. In 1919 the U.S. Moravian Church published a “U.S.
Service Edition” of the Daily Texts. In this edition was “Information about Protestant Churches in
Great Britain, France and Italy,” “The International Uniform Lessons,” and “Washington’s Orders
Against Profanity in the American Army” (This last one was somehow omitted from the 1944 edition).
This special edition was dedicated to President Woodrow Wilson, who accepted in an autographed
letter in August of 1918.
Both of these Daily Texts were given free of charge to those serving in the U.S. Armed Forces.
Paid for by donations.
For those of you who have been around a while…The Rev. Herbert Kant was pastor of the
Lake Mills Moravian Church (1944) which had 984 members. The Rev. James Weingarth was
serving Ephraim and Sister Bay, and The Rev. Frederick Wolff was serving what is now Glenwood
in Madison.
Compared to other denominations, the Moravian Church is quite small in numbers. When I
looked through the 1919 book on War-Time Agencies, some of the large denominations had dedicated councils or groups to deal with helping those fighting the war. The Moravians were just a
handful. Others also donated large sums of funds to war related causes. The Moravians gave books
and prayers. This is not to say one group was better than another. Each church group did what they
could with the resources they were blessed with. Each church sought to do its best to minister to
those who were away from their normal routine at home and let them know someone held them in
prayer.
Sounds a little like what we are going through right now. Granted, we are not sending our young
men away to fight in a war. But our routine of life has been completely disrupted. For most of us
our lives are incredibly different from where we were when there was snow still on the ground. We,
as a church body, are still trying to find ways to minister to all of you in this very different time. I
uplift you all in prayer. I wonder how you are doing. I am concerned for anyone who might be hurt
by this virus.
Luckily, I have not been alone. My brothers and sisters who are serving the church share ideas.
Members of our Boards share ideas. I have been blessed with the Froneks, Rich, Diane, and their
son Andy. Andy was instrumental in getting our ability to reach people via the internet up and
running. We are still using his equipment, which is why I look so good on your computer screen.
Rich has shared musical talents. Many shared words during the entire course of Holy Week with
our Reading Services, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday Tenebrae services. People read from
home, some read here. Last Sunday I decided to give my family and Froneks some time off, and
Lindsey Nampel sang (We all kept our distance, but she and Dina would NOT stop talking). Many
people came and took part in our Palm Sunday Parade.
We. We continue to serve, not just I. We may not have a ton of resources. But we are finding
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The church office and building will continue
to be closed until further notice. The Board
of Elders take the health and welfare of our
members seriously, especially since many of
our members are in the at-risk groups. We will
continue online worship, so watch your email
for links to the services. If you are not currently
on the email list but would like to be, please call
or email the office with your email address and
we will add you.
We are not in the office all the time, but
we check phone messages and pick up the mail
regularly. Please call the church office at (920)
648-5412 if you need something! Rest assured,
Pastor Dave will be available!

Mother’s Day

Apparently, we are allowed to host a “Drive
In” Church Service. You must stay in your
vehicle or remain the required 6’ from others.
On Mother’s Day, May 10, you are invited to
attend a “Drive In” worship service. We will
hold it in the upper parking
lot and use our digital piano
and amplifier so Pastor Dave
is heard through your open
car window. More direction
will be given that will direct
you how to park so the most
people can see the service.

Holy Communion

If things hold as they
are currently, the first
Sunday we will be back
together for worship in our Sanctuary will be
Pentecost, May 31st. Appropriate. We will share
in the Lord’s Table that Sunday, or whatever
Sunday is our first Sunday back together.

Plant Sale

The Plant Sale originally scheduled for two
weekends in May has been cancelled due to the
coronavirus pandemic. Thank you for your past
support of this event put on by the Stewardship/
Outreach Committee.

Meeting
Our Financial
Responsibilities
March 31, 2020 (Actual)
Budget as of March 31:

$82,103.73

Actual Income as of March 31:
Actual Expenses as of March 31:
Difference YTD

$61,124.51
77,344.72
($16,220.21)

As you can see, our income is already falling
well behind our expenses, in spite of efforts to
keep expenses down. During this time when
we are unable to worship or gather in person,
the church’s expenses go on. Please continue
your offerings to church as you are able. You
can mail your offering to church, or see other
articles in this issue about how you can give
electronically or online.
Mary Bade, Treasurer

NEW!! Online Giving

In addition to electronic giving that has been
offered for a number of years, we now have
online giving enabled through the Moravian
Ministries Foundation.
You can give once, occasionally, or you
can set up a monthly contribution. Just go to
https://mmfa.info, click on “Giving Portal” at
the top of the page, then scroll down to Lake
Mills Moravian Church and click on the link,
and complete the information requested. You
can choose to give by direct debit from your
bank account or with a credit card. MMFA
will deposit your offerings in the church’s bank
account on a regular basis.
There is a fee, which is deducted from your
contribution: ACH/Direct Debit costs $.75 per
transaction; a Credit Card payment costs 2.798%
of your contribution plus $.26 per transaction.

SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS:
Starting June 7
our Sunday worship time will
change to 9:00 a.m.

In the Life of the
Congregation
BAPTISM: We welcomed Willow Rose
Lawson into the baptized membership of our
congregation on March 29, 2020. She was
born on February 1, 2020, and is the daughter
of Adam and Nikki Lawson.
BIRTHDAY WISHES: May 10 – Samantha
Meister; May 13 – Kevin Adams; May 20 –
Adam Lawson; May 20 – Jay Meister; May
23 – Robbie Spiegler.
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES: May 22
– Wayne Hills.
THANK YOU to everyone who has participated
in and assisted with the production of our online
worship services, with special thanks to Andy
Fronek (Rich & Diane’s son) for lending his
expertise and equipment to produce the YouTube
video worship services.

continued from 1st page
ways to minister. That is what makes us the Body of Christ, the Church. It is not being in our
building all the time, although I miss everyone terribly, especially our Sunday School kids. It is not
having grandiose music from the choir, organ, bells, or praise band. It is as I have spoken about
over the past three years.
Find a way to reach out, find a way to minister, find a way to show
Christ through your life. We are doing it.
In the front of the 1944 Daily Texts for Service Men is a prayer entitled “A Service Man’s Prayer
for Folks at Home.”
“O Lord, my Lord, hear my prayer for my loved ones and friends far from me in the homeland.
They mourn my absence even as I greatly miss them and long to see them.
Save them from evil forebodings and from anxious care about my safety and welfare. Be
Thou their Rock and their Refuge. Give Thine angels charge over them and keep them in all
their ways.
Give them – and me – the assurance that by Thy grace we shall again be happily reunited
and together live to Thy honor and to Thy praise. Amen.”
					
		

Pastor Dave Sobek

MAY SERVANTS

Please note that the information below is provided in case we are able to resume
in-person worship by the end of May. All schedules are subject to change.
DIENERS: Greg & Mary Wescott, 920-945-0103
Date

Service

5/2
5/3
5/9

Front Entrance

6:00 P.M. Carl Kutzke
10:00 A.M. Don Frey

SORTERS: Mike Nebel & Rich Hooper

GREETERS

Fellowship Hall

Bell Tower

Linda Kutzke

Marylin Meyer

Jackie Frey

Jean Glasser

6:00 P.M.

Lower Level
Andrea Geyer

Carol Maas

Mother’s Day
5/10

10:00 A.M. Barb Sanft

5/16

6:00 P.M. Shirley Hofer

5/17

10:00 A.M. Diane Fronek

5/23
5/24

Pam Krueger

Theresa Palmer

Peter Berg

Jane Berg

Nikki Lawson

Greg Wescott

6:00 P.M. Discipleship Student Shirley Hofer
10:00 A.M. Mike Miller

5/30

6:00 P.M. Peter Berg

5/31

10:00 A.M. Anna Hoyt

5/2
5/3
5/9

Bob Oestreicher

Bill Hartwig

Dorothy Hartwig

Readers

Date Service

6:00 P.M. Bob Oestreicher
10:00 A.M. Diane Fronek
6:00 P.M. Dakota Sobek
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10 A.M.

5/2
5/3
5/9
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Bob Hoyt

USHERS

Ushers

6:00 P.M. Ken Manske
10:00 A.M. Dave Wendt
6:00 P.M. Stewart Masche

Mother’s Day

Todd Messmer
Wendy Brockert
Cindy Miller
Wayne Staff
Pam Streich
Steve Brockert
Kathy Wendt

Our Core Values

Cindy Miller

Jane Berg

Mother’s Day
5/10
5/16
5/17
5/23
5/24
5/30
5/31

Mary Wescott

Sue Trumpf

Discipleship Student Jean Glasser

LAY READERS

Date Service

Warren Krueger

5/10
5/16
5/17
5/23
5/24
5/30
5/31

10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10 A.M.

Paul Crossman
Dan Piper
Bob Hoyt
Todd Messmer
Mike Denzin
Bob Hinzmann
Ken Manske

NURSERY SCHEDULE

Date Service
5/3

Helpers (Schedule subject to change.)

10:00 A.M Lindsey Nampel

Corey Nampel

5/10

10:00 A.M Jim Williams

Tara Williams

5/17
5/24
5/31

10:00 A.M Diane McFarlane Rachael McFarlane
10:00 A.M David Yahn
Shannon Yahn
10:00 A.M Nikki Lawson
Adam Lawson

9:00 AM Fellowship Hour
10:00 AM Worship in Our
Sanctuary with Holy Communion

Tentative:

31 Pentecost

9:00 AM Online Coffee Hour
10:00 AM Online Worship

24

9:00 AM Online Coffee Hour
10:00 AM Online Worship

17

9:00 AM Online Coffee Hour
10:00 AM Drive-in Worship

10 Mother’s Day

9:00 AM Online Coffee Hour
10:00 AM Online Worship

3

Sunday

OFFICE CLOSED
HAPPY MEMORIAL
DAY!!

25

18

11

4

Monday

26

19

12

5

Tuesday

6:30 PM Online Devotions
7:30 PM AA

27

6:30 PM Online Devotions
7:30 PM AA

20

6:30 PM Online Devotions
7:30 PM AA

13

6:30 PM Online Devotions
7:30 PM AA

6

Wednesday

28

6:30 PM Elders

6:30 PM Trustees

21

14

7

Thursday

May 2020

29

22

15

8

1

Friday

30

23

16

9

2

Saturday

Sunday
School
News

It is in the best interest of our children,
families and staff that we have decided to not
have Sunday School for the remainder of this
school year due to the continuing coronavirus
pandemic. We will, however, have an END OF
YEAR CELEBRATION at some point, whenever
we all find a “new normal” that deems it safe for
us to meet as a Sunday School group.

Senior Banquet

With the continuing pandemic, it is in the
best interest of all to reschedule our Senior
Banquet. We hope to hold the banquet after it
is deemed safe to all be together. An email has
been sent to the families.
We would like to thank the Seniors who have
given photos to Mrs. Denzin. We are waiting
for a couple more Seniors to contribute photos
and are hoping all photos will be received by
May 10, 2020.
Once all Seniors have sent their photos to
Sue Trumpf at strumpf84@gmail.com OR the
Sunday School email at lmmcss14@gmail.com
OR have mailed them to the Lake Mills Moravian Church or dropped them off at the church
office, we will be able to get the books ready
for printing.
If the Seniors or parents have any questions, please feel free to contact Sue Trumpf
at lmmcss14@gmail.com or phone her at 920723-9386; leave a message and she will return
your call.

Church Pictorial Directory

We received the new church
pictorial directory in late March.
We were able to distribute about 85
of them as part of the Palm Sunday
care packages. If you were part of a
photo session for the directory, you are entitled
to a church directory. If you haven’t gotten yours
yet, please contact Diane Fronek at rfronek@
charter.net or 608-333-4028, and we can make
an arrangement to get a directory to you.

Men’s Fellowship

Because the Stay at Home order is still in
effect, there will not be a men’s breakfast in
May. Hopefully we will again be able to meet
in June.

Palm Sunday – Care Packages
and Parade

Thanks to all of you who participated in
the Palm Sunday care package pickup and
parade. It was a chance for us to see each other
at a socially safe distance while sharing in the
blessings of Palm Sunday. We gave away about
85 care packages and there were approximately
30 vehicles in the parade around Lake Mills. It
was enjoyed by all!

The Work of Our Boards

The Board of Trustees met via conference call on Thursday, April 16. Following are
highlights of that meeting:
• the treasurer’s report was presented and approved. Mary reported a shortfall of over $16,000 as
of the end of March.
• the provisions of the Families First Coronavirus Response Act were reviewed, and it was decided
to pay staff accordingly.
• after lengthy discussion, it was decided not to apply for a Small Business Loan under the Paycheck
Protection Program if applications are reopened. It was felt that other churches or small businesses
are more in need of loans than our church is.
The Board of Elders were busy prior to Easter as they took some ideas and found ways to
make them work for our Palm Sunday Parade, Holy Week Services, and Easter. Some of you may
have received a phone call from an Elder or member of the Stewardship/Outreach Committee as
well. This was especially true if you did not have an email listed in our church database.
As you all know, we have been using a couple of different online formats to provide worship
experiences. Unfortunately, there is no good way to reach all of you. The Elders have mentioned
we will have a great celebration once we can worship together again in our Sanctuary.

Moravian Women

We cancelled our April board meeting
because of the coronavirus that our nation and
world are dealing with at this time. Because of
the restrictions put on all gatherings, we will
not be having our May board meeting either. It
is hoped we will be able to meet for our June
board meeting as we need to prepare for Market
Day coming up in the fall. Pam Krueger will be
our Chair of Market Day with help from other
ladies. We are in need of a Dining Room Chair
and Moravian Room Chair. If you are willing
to help with one of these rooms, please contact
Pam Krueger. I hope you all are staying safe
during this time of “safe at home.”

Moravian Open Door Lenten Offering

During the season of Lent, some of our members participated in a special fundraising effort
to support the Breakfast Program at Moravian
Open Door (MOD), a transitional housing program in New York City. The Breakfast Program
assures that every resident has the opportunity
to have one nutritious meal a day at no cost to
them. The actual cost for one breakfast is $2.95.
Using a Lenten Giving calendar created by Pastor
Dave, as families or individuals, we donated
various amounts each day related to items we
may take for granted but that are not available
to homeless people. Through these donations,
our congregation is sending more than $700 to
MOD’S Breakfast Program.

SUMMER CAMPING PROGRAM

The Western District Camping Committee is hoping that the camps will take place this
summer. In the coming months they will make a final determination whether the CDC
coronavirus guidelines will accommodate having camps.
In the meantime, the dates of Junior Camp and 4M Camp have been changed. Chetek
and Winmor remain the same as before.
Here are the dates now scheduled:
Chetek Camp (Completed Grades 9 through Age 21) – July 19-25
Winmor Camp (Completed Grades 6 – 8) – July 26-August 1
Junior Camp (Completed Grades 3 – 5) – August 2-6
4M Camp (Completed Grades 1 & 2) – August 4-6
Registration is available at http://wdcamping.com. If you are unable to register online, please contact the church office and we can help you. Please note the directors of
the camps DO NOT inform our church about who is attending each of the camps. If you
or someone you love is going to camp you MUST fill out a form for them (available in
the church office) a least one week prior to the camp they will be attending. Funds are
available to assist with camp costs, but only if this form is filled out and returned by the
deadline. Transportation can be provided as well, but only if the church office knows who
is attending.

Electronic Giving

The Lake Mills Moravian Church has been offering the congregation electronic giving since
2004. This service helps reduce fluctuations in contributions during the whole year while making
it easy and safe for you to donate. On the date you specify and at the interval you specify (one time
only, weekly, monthly, etc.), your contributions will electronically transfer from your bank account
to the church’s account. When the funds have been transferred, the church office will be notified.
The date and amount transferred will appear on your bank statement, and the information will be
included in your annual contribution statement. If you have any questions, please call Mary in the
church office at 920-648-5412 or email her at maryb.lmmc@gmail.com. There is a form to fill out
which we can mail or email to you.

Worship Committee

“Our music ministry will serve to glorify God by enhancing the worship experience
through the use of various music styles, talents and ages.”

This vision has been difficult to carry out during the COVID-19 pandemic as the gathering of people for in-person church worship is not allowed
during this time. It can be difficult and frustrating in determining how to provide meaningful worship in a virtual environment. But it has also provided
opportunities for creative and new ways to worship and reach out to our fellow congregants. Pastor Dave initially came up with the idea of having virtual worship services via Zoom. We engaged my son Andy to see if he could help us set up recording equipment to take that a step further and provide
virtual YouTube-based services. He was willing to share his recording equipment, expertise and time producing the worship service videos. We have
been able to reach a large segment of our worship members as exhibited by 229 views of the Palm Sunday service. And more benefits have come out
of this experience; setting up a church YouTube channel, establishing a church-wide email list to quickly reach out to our congregant members and
utilizing Facebook for worship service and event notification. As the pandemic continues, we will continue to provide weekly virtual services as well
as Pastor Dave leading mid-week devotionals via Zoom on Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m.
Remember the music ministry survey from last fall? The worship committee was able to meet in early March and complete the music ministry survey
report. We are ready to present this report to the Joint Board and then the congregation sometime in the future when we are able to meet and worship at
church again.
Through this pandemic, we are encouraged by God’s grace and blessings he has provided us to share worship in a different way. We have learned
that the church is not only a building, but a body of believers who share a common faith to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Stay well!
					
Rich Fronek, on behalf of the Worship Committee

Shelter for the Homeless

As you may have heard, the City of Madison and Dane County closed the Men’s Homeless Shelter at Grace Episcopal Church
and the overflow shelters at nearby churches due to the COVID-19 virus issues. The women’s and family shelters were also closed.
The guests at the shelters were relocated to other facilities in the Madison area and the meals were being delivered in such a fashion
so as to not endanger the guests or the professional food preparation staff. All this was done to reduce the chances of further spreading
the virus.
This means our ministry, “to feed those in need” which was assigned to us by God, will be on hold until this pandemic is over.
At that time we plan on returning to being God’s hands and feet by making an evening meal for the guests at the Men’s Homeless
Shelter in Madison every second Tuesday of the even numbered months. An inquiry with the shelter’s volunteer coordinator revealed
that the city and county do not want volunteers involved with the homeless at this time. It seems what is in our control is that we need to be God’s hands
and feet by ministering to each other with calls, cards, and prayers as we await a time when we can once again be present in our ministerial works. Fight
the boredom of hunkering down in place by calling someone you haven’t talked to in a while and checking on them. Stay healthy, stay safe.

Discipleship News

Obviously, our original date for the Discipleship Students to confirm their faith on Sunday,
May 17, is not going to work. I will be working with the Elders, students, and their parents to find
a suitable time we can complete their studies and confirm their faith.
The Discipleship Students have an assignment to be completed by the end of May which may
involve phone calls to some of you. Be on the lookout!

Rev. David Sobek - Pastor..............................................Office 920-648-5412
Rev. John Baumann - Visitation Pastor...........................Home 920-648-2943
Nikki Lawson - Administrative Assistant..........................Office 920-648-5412
Mary Bade - Financial Administrator ...............................Office 920-648-5412
Cora Rund - Organist......................................................Home 608-752-8490
Kathy Wendt - Hand Bell Director....................................Home 920-728-1101
Mia Wollin - Sunday School Superintendent...................Home 920-253-5430
Sue Trumpf - Sunday School Secretary..........................Home 920-723-9386
Jo Stokes - Parish Nurse ................................................Home 608-513-2335
Mary Bade - Editor...........................................................Home 920-648-3267

Hours
Monday - Friday:
9-12 & 1-4

Board Members
Board of Elders
Sue Trumpf (2020)........................... 920-723-9386
Dewey Latsch (2020)....................... 920-988-9162
Anna Hoyt (2020)............................ 920-648-5559
Jackie Frey (2021)........................... 608-513-6237
Jane Berg (2021)............................. 920-648-2003
Theresa Palmer (2022).................... 608-843-6749
Bill Stilling (2022)............................. 608-575-8560

June 7
		
June 13
June 21

Begin summer worship hours,
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast
Father’s Day

Stewardship/Outreach Committee

STAFF

Email: office@lakemillsmoravianchurch.org

COMING IN June 2020:

Board of Trustees
Mike Nebel (2020)........................... 262-565-8226
Mike Durant (2020).......................... 608-837-5662
Mike Miller (2020) ........................... 920-988-2487
Adam Lawson (2021)...................... 920-723-5599
Wayne Staff (2021).......................... 920-253-6306
Rich Fronek (2022)......................... 608-669-0970
Rich Hooper (2022)........................ 920-222-1587

SORRY! We will not be having our Plant Sale
this year. Due to the coronavirus, everything is
on hold. Nancy Schultz and Cindy Wolff were
kept busy before Easter making Easter cards for
the shut-ins in our church family. With a strong
faith and following the rules, we will make it
through this.

Our Worship Services may be
seen on Analog Channel 98
or Digital Channel 994
on Wednesdays at 7:20 a.m.,
12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Thursdays at 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.

Deadline for the June 2020 Messenger
will be Tuesday, May 19.
Please email your articles to
Mary Bade, mmbade@charter.net.

