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The MESSENGER
To glorify God, we invite all to grow as faithful disciples and to share in the love,
grace and ministry of Jesus Christ by serving the church, community and world.
Discussions with Dave
Such a Time as This

Sometimes I hear that we are living in a time never seen before. The issues we have faced over
the past years are unlike anything seen in our world. Perhaps we like to think we are the toughest
people of all time and can endure anything. But then I began to think about my Mom’s Dad.
Harold Knudson was born in 1906. In his younger years he witnessed his little sister get shot
and die while members of the family were out target shooting. When he was 11, the United States
entered the “War to End All Wars,” World War I. At 12 the Spanish Influenza outbreak. At 23
he witnessed the crash of Wall Street. At the age of 35 Japan bombed Pearl Harbor, bringing the
United States into World War II. My Mom spoke about the men who would get off the Chicago
Northwestern (The Route of the “400”) (You are welcome, Larry) train at their farm outside of LaValle, Wisconsin, and do some farm work to get a hot meal and sleep in the barn due to not having
work. At 39 the use of the first and second atomic bombs. The Korean War occurred while he was
in his 40’s, Vietnam in his 50’s, the assassination of President Kennedy and Martin Luther King,
Jr. He saw the use of tractors take over from real horse power on the farm, electrification of the
rural areas, and going from hand milking to machines. Going from horse pulled carts to gasoline
powered vehicles, steam powered trains to diesel-electric, heating with wood to natural gas, a can
on a string to the telephone.
It would seem each generation has had its share of events, both good and bad. Think for a
moment about the events you have witnessed in your life, however long it may be at this point. I
believe we need to stop for a few moments to reflect on all we have witnessed or have been a part
of in the history of our lives and the world around us.
Unfortunately, we cannot spend all of our time living in the past. I rather doubt any of us would
wish having to use an outhouse in the middle of winter…or summer. Most of us would not care to
walk to the lake every time we needed water. Or perhaps cutting and splitting 10 cord of wood to
heat and cook with over the winter.
One thing history teaches us is that change is inevitable. Some change is good, other change
not so good. Some changes we decide to make, others are involuntary decisions made for us. Some
changes we embrace and enjoy, others we rebel against. Either way change occurs, and life moves
forward. I doubt any of us could foresee the changes that have occurred in our lives over the past
few months. While there have been some who predicted a pandemic would happen at some point,
I doubt any of us could have comprehended what drastic changes it would make in our daily lives.
And what of the future? What is yet to come?

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.
O give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures forever.
O give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures forever;”
(Psalm 136:1-3)

The title of Psalm 136 is “God’s Work in Creation and in History” and the Psalmist goes on to
recount all God had done for the people of Israel. If we were to write a new psalm today, what would
we include in it? Many of the Psalms speak of misery and woe and wonder if God has forsaken His
people, but always seem to come back to thanking God for remembering them. Would our Psalm
today go the same way?
“For his steadfast love endures forever.” Merriam-Webster defines steadfast as (a) firmly fixed
in place: IMMOVABLE, (b) not subject to change. For me, this means during all my Grandfather
witnessed and experienced in his life, God’s steadfast love was there. During all I have witnessed
and experienced in life, God’s steadfast love has been there. Even today during our current trials
and tribulations, God’s steadfast love is here. It may not always feel like it when things seem to be
going south more than north. But as the Psalmist concludes his Psalm, verses 23-26:

“It is he who remembered us in our low estate, for his steadfast love endures forever;
and rescued us from our foes, for his steadfast love endures forever;
who gives food to all flesh, for his steadfast love endures forever.
O give thanks to the God of heaven, for his steadfast love endures forever.”

					

		

Pastor Dave Sobek

Date for Lake Mills Moravian
Church to Reopen

I know you all are as anxious as I am about
getting back to some semblance of normalcy in
our worship. The Board of Elders had originally hoped to be open on May 31st, Pentecost.
Unfortunately, this will not be the case. The
Elders have decided to see what will happen in
our state with the reopening of most business
and revisit this question in the middle of June.
It is true we can now open according to the
State of Wisconsin Supreme Court’s ruling. It
is also true financial contributions are down due
to not having in-person worship.
It is also true we are God’s people. Gifted
and led by the Holy Spirit. Our congregation
is not about political agendas. The health and
vitality of our ministry is not based on how
much money we bring in on a weekly basis. It
is about ministry.
Every pastor who has been Called to this
congregation was prayerfully considered by the
Joint Board. Every pastor who has received a
Call to this congregation prayerfully considered
whether to accept the Call. Every meeting we
hold has a prayer said, asking for God’s leading.
The question of when we will open our doors
again for face-to-face worship will not be based
on financial or political needs, but on the leading
of our God.
The Elders have prayerfully considered the
continuing needs of our congregation, including
a safe return to public worship. This decision
was not an easy one. Some might not agree with
it. I know we are all getting frustrated with the
current situation we find ourselves in. I dislike
having to preach into a camera. My heart aches
as I walk through an empty building with no
sounds of children, laughter, or Cora practicing
the organ.
I know God will lead us through this time,
and bless us for following His Spirit.

Saturday Night Special!
We will be having a “Drive-Up” worship
service each Saturday night at 6:00 p.m. in
the upper parking lot (weather permitting).
Tune your radio to the assigned station and
hear Pastor Dave like never before! We will
continue having our Sunday Worship services available online. Please note: If it is
raining at all, there will not be a service in
the parking lot.

Meeting
Our Financial
Responsibilities
April 30, 2020 (Actual)
Budget as of April 30:

$109,471.64

Actual Income as of April 30:
Actual Expenses as of April 30:
Difference YTD

$80,594.69
98,391.21
($17,796.52)

During this time that we are unable to
gather in person, the church’s bills continue, just as our personal bills continue. Any
amount that you can give at this time will
help! Please feel free to mail your offering envelopes to the church. If you prefer
to drop off your offering, please call first
to make sure someone is in the office. The
outside doors are locked, but if we know
you’re coming, we will meet you at the
door. For other ways to financially support
our church, please see the separate articles
on electronic giving and online giving.

Mary Bade,
Treasurer

In the Life of the
Congregation
FUNERALS: We extend our deepest sympathy to the family of Beverly Dummer, who
passed away on April 25, 2020. Her graveside service was held on May 9 at Rock Lake
Cemetery. We also express our deepest sympathy to the family of Joyce Stockfish, who
passed away on May 4, 2020. Her graveside
service was held at Rock Lake Cemetery on
May 8.
CORRECTION: The birth and baptism
dates for Willow Rose Lawson printed in
last month’s Messenger were incorrect. She
was born on January 31, 2020, and was baptized on March 22.
BIRTHDAY WISHES: June 5 – Beth
Denzin; June 6 – Patty Wood; June 9 – Lisa
Paskey; June 20 – Becky Haferman; June 21
– Nathan Denzin
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES (80+):
June 11 – Elaine Albright
Birthday Wishes: If you would like your
name put in the Messenger for your birthday, please call the church office (920-6485412) and your name will be added. We DO
NOT put the year – just the date. Thank
you!!!!

NEW!! Online Giving
In addition to electronic giving that
has been offered for a number of years, we
now have online giving enabled through the
Moravian Ministries Foundation.
You can give once, occasionally, or you
can set up a monthly contribution. Just
go to https://mmfa.info, click on “Giving
Portal” at the top of the page, then scroll
down to Lake Mills Moravian Church and
click on the link, and complete the information requested. You can choose to give
by direct debit from your bank account or
with a credit card. MMFA will deposit your
offerings in the church’s bank account on a
regular basis.
There is a fee, which is deducted from
your contribution: ACH/Direct Debit costs
$.75 per transaction; a Credit Card payment
costs 2.798% of your contribution plus $.26
per transaction.

Our Core Values

• Christ Centered Worship
• Spiritual Growth
• Leadership
• Youth
• Community
• Living Out Our Faith Journey

Meals on Wheels
We wish to thank
the following members
and friends for delivering
Meals-on-Wheels
recently: Teresa Holzhueter, Bob and Shirley
Metzker, Wayne Engsberg, Connie Kottwitz, Roger Hoffman, and
Marsha Fairfield.
Our next delivery dates are July 6 to July
17.

Our Core Values

ip Times
Worsh
• Christ Centered Worship
• Spiritual Growth
Saturday – 6:00 p.m.
• Leadership
Drive-in Worship
• Youth
(weather
permitting)
• Community
Sunday
– 9:00
a.m.
• Living Out
Our Faith
OnlineJourney
Coffee Hour

Worship Service
on YouTube

JUNE SERVANTS
DIENERS:
Mike and Ashley Nebel, 262-565-8226

LAY READERS

Date Service

Readers

6/6

6:00 P.M. Derek Sobek

6/7

9:00 A.M. Deb VanOmmeren

6/13
6/14
6/20

6:00 P.M. Cindy Fahney
9:00 A.M. Jane Harberg
6:00 P.M. Molly Williams

Father’s Day
6/21
6/27
6/28

9:00 A.M. Mary Bade
6:00 P.M. Donna Hinzmann
9:00 A.M. John Baumann

We are in the process of updating our Lake Mills Moravian
Church member email list. We use
this list to notify members of online
church services as well as other
general events.
If you would like to be added
to the church email list, please
contact Pastor Dave (dave.lmmc@
gmail.com), Rich Fronek (rfronek@
charter.net), or the church office
(office@lakemillsmoravianchurch.
org) with your email address.

Discipleship News
COVID-19 Plant Sale
A COVID-19 version plant sale will go
on. If you are interested in purchasing pots
and or bedding plants, please contact Cindy
Fahney at (920) 988-0848 to set up a time to
see what they have. Or, if you are looking
for something specific, they will do their
best to get it for you. If you are looking for
hostas, raspberry or oregano, contact Dina
Sobek (920) 728-0937.

The Discipleship Students have each
been working on their projects of interviewing people about their faith and faith journeys. They needed to speak to at least four
people and ask questions from a list of about
25 questions. These projects are due May
31, and will need to be emailed to Pastor
Dave at dave.lmmc@gmail.com, or dropped
off at the church. The original date for the
second-year students to confirm their faith
was Sunday, May 17. No date has been set
for the congregation to celebrate this momentous occasion yet.

9 AM Online Coffee Hour
Online Worship

28

9 AM Online Coffee Hour
Online Worship

First Day of Summer

21 Father’s Day

9 AM Online Coffee Hour
Online Worship

14

9 AM Online Coffee Hour
Online Worship

7

SUNDAY

29

22

15

8

1

MONDAY

30

23

16

9

2

TUESDAY

6:30 PM Online Devotions

25

6:30 PM Elders

6:30 PM Online Devotions

24

18

6:30 PM Trustees

6:30 PM Online Devotions

17

11

4

THURSDAY

10

6:30 PM Online Devotions

3

WEDNESDAY

JUNE 2020

26

19

12

5

FRIDAY

6 PM Drive-In Worship
(weather permitting)

27

6 PM Drive-In Worship
(weather permitting)

20

6 PM Drive-In Worship
(weather permitting)

13

6 PM Drive-In Worship
(weather permitting)

6

SATURDAY

Sunday
School

It is in the best
interest of our children, families and
News
staff that we have
decided to not have Sunday School for the
remainder of this school year due to the
continuing coronavirus pandemic. We will,
however, have an END OF YEAR CELEBRATION at some point, whenever we all
find a “new normal” that deems it safe for us
to meet as a Sunday School group.

The Work of Our Boards
The Board of Trustees met on Thursday, May 14, via conference call. Following
are highlights of that meeting:
• the treasurer’s report was shared and approved.
• a revised bid from Restoration Specialists to install a new roof over the narthex was approved.
• a revised bid from Keeser Masonry to replace the Matthew Room windows with glass blocks
was approved.
• a bid from Rock Creek Grade LLC to remove a tree at the parsonage and one at the church
was approved.
• facility considerations for safely reopening the church building were discussed.
The Board of Elders held a special meeting via Zoom to discuss and decide when to
reopen the church. Please see the article on the first page for information on that decision. The
Elders’ regular meeting took place after the deadline for this issue. Highlights of that meeting
may be found in next month’s Messenger.

Summer Church Camps Cancelled
Little Lambs V.B.S. Cancelled
With the continuing COVID-19 situation, we have made the decision to cancel
our Little Lambs/VBS program for this year.
We based this decision on the best interest
for the safety and health of our children and
the LLVBS staff. May God bless each and
every one of you and your families during
these most uncertain times.

We are sad to share the news that the Western District Camping Ministry Committee has made the difficult decision to cancel our summer church
camps--4-M, Junior Camp, Winmor, and Chetek--due to the ongoing unknowns of the COVID-19 situation.
The camp directors are working on alternatives for camp this year. These
may include, but not be limited to, a virtual gathering of camp aged students and staff, perhaps
doing a one-day socially-distanced camp event for families at Mt. Morris, or getting some
camp-themed materials through email and/or snail mail. If you would normally be coming to
camp this year, we encourage you to contact your camp director (www.wdcamping.org) and
they can let you know what alternative plans they may be working on.

Church Pictorial Directory

Moravian Women
Because the church building is still
closed for in-person meetings, we will not
be having our June board meeting. Hopefully, we will be able to meet in July, but watch
your email for any updates. I hope you all
are staying safe during this time of “safe at
home.”

Congratulations to Our Graduates
Lake Mills High School:
Kyrston Bell, Zoe Cuthrell, Sam Denzin, Virginia
Klecker, Camden Schultz, Samantha Spiegelhoff
Cambridge High School: Christopher Frey,
Jordan Marty
College: Carley Krull, Iowa State University

Stewardship/Outreach Committee
June is usually the month the Stewardship/Outreach Committee puts out the
call to start collecting school supplies for
back-to-school. With the current COVID
situation we are unable to proceed with our
school supply drive at this time. However,
we are a congregation that helps, especially in troubled times, and we will find a way
to help these students whose families will
probably need our assistance more than ever
before. Stay tuned for additional details
on our Back-to-School Supply Drive and
the creative way we can make great things
happen!

PLEASE let the church office know of any
graduations you have in your family. We want
to recognize them!!

Shelter for the Homeless
As this issue of the
Messenger is being prepared, the Men’s Homeless
Shelter is still not back at
Grace Episcopal Church
and meals are still being
delivered by professional
food preparation staff, in
order to reduce the chances of further spreading
the COVID-19 virus.
We will let you know when we are again able
to participate in providing meals to the shelter.

We received the new
church pictorial directory
in late March, and many
of the directories have
already been distributed. If
you had your picture taken
for the directory, you are
entitled to a church directory. If you haven’t
gotten yours yet, please contact Diane
Fronek at rfronek@charter.net or 608-3334028, and we can make arrangements to get
a directory to you.

Our Worship Services may be
seen on Analog Channel 98
or Digital Channel 994
on Wednesdays at 7:20 a.m.,
12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Thursdays at 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, August 2, is scheduled to be our
annual outdoor worship service and potluck
at Korth Park at 9 a.m. Please note that this
event is tentative, depending on the COVID19 situation by then and whether the park
kitchen and restrooms are open.
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Return Service Requested

Men’s Fellowship

COMING IN JULY, 2020:

Because the church building is still closed, there will not be a men’s breakfast in June.
Hopefully we will again be able to meet in July.

July 11 – Men’s Breakfast

Electronic Giving
STAFF

Email: office@lakemillsmoravianchurch.org
Rev. David Sobek - Pastor..............................................Office 920-648-5412
Rev. John Baumann - Visitation Pastor...........................Home 920-648-2943
Nikki Lawson - Administrative Assistant..........................Office 920-648-5412
Mary Bade - Financial Administrator ...............................Office 920-648-5412
Cora Rund - Organist......................................................Home 608-752-8490
Kathy Wendt - Hand Bell Director....................................Home 920-728-1101
Mia Wollin - Sunday School Superintendent...................Home 920-253-5430
Sue Trumpf - Sunday School Secretary..........................Home 920-723-9386
Jo Stokes - Parish Nurse ................................................Home 608-513-2335
Mary Bade - Editor...........................................................Home 920-648-3267

Hours
Monday - Friday:
9-12 & 1-4

Board Members
Board of Elders
Sue Trumpf (2020)........................... 920-723-9386
Dewey Latsch (2020)....................... 920-988-9162
Anna Hoyt (2020)............................ 920-648-5559
Jackie Frey (2021)........................... 608-513-6237
Jane Berg (2021)............................. 920-648-2003
Theresa Palmer (2022).................... 608-843-6749
Bill Stilling (2022)............................. 608-575-8560

Board of Trustees
Mike Nebel (2020)........................... 262-565-8226
Mike Durant (2020).......................... 608-837-5662
Mike Miller (2020) ........................... 920-988-2487
Adam Lawson (2021)...................... 920-723-5599
Wayne Staff (2021).......................... 920-253-6306
Rich Fronek (2022)......................... 608-669-0970
Rich Hooper (2022)........................ 920-222-1587

The Lake Mills Moravian Church has been
offering the congregation electronic giving since
2004. This service helps reduce fluctuations
in contributions during the whole year while
making it easy and safe for you to donate. On
the date you specify and at the interval you
specify (one time only, weekly, monthly, etc.),
your contributions will electronically transfer
from your bank account to the church’s account.
When the funds have been transferred, the church
office will be notified. The date and amount
transferred will appear on your bank statement,
and the information will be included in your
annual contribution statement. If you have any
questions, please call Mary in the church office
at 920-648-5412 or email her at maryb.lmmc@
gmail.com. There is a form to fill out which we
can mail or email to you.
Deadline for the July 2020 Messenger
will be Tuesday, June 16.
Please email your articles to
Mary Bade, mmbade@charter.net.

