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The MESSENGER
To glorify God, we invite all to grow as faithful disciples and to share in the love,
grace and ministry of Jesus Christ by serving the church, community and world.
Discussions with Dave

Church Re-Opening

Popeye I Ain’t

I first learned to drive a car in the high school parking lot in DeForest.  Getting a feel for how
a car drives and stops is important before heading out on the open road.  Generally speaking, there
is not a lot of danger in the parking lot.  In Wisconsin, if you were born after 1989, you must take a
DNR approved course to properly learn the basics of boating.  In case you were wondering, I was
born before 1989 and therefore need so such training to take on the sport of boating.
Many of you know I bought a boat a few years ago and have spent the last two summers repairing it to hit the water.  Finally, on Friday, June 12, it floated and motored under its own power
for a short trip on Rock Lake.  Dina decided we should celebrate our 35th Wedding Anniversary
on June 15 by going out in the boat.  We took a lunch, put fishing gear together, and headed to the
lake.  Everything went fine.  Launched, got it started, and drove across the lake to the trestle where
we anchored and had lunch under a wonderful sun.  We then began preparing poles to fish.
It was at this point Dina noticed water was coming through the floor drain.  The person I bought
the boat from said it might take on water and I should run the bilge pump every 30 minutes or so,
which I had not done.  So, I flipped on the bilge pump.  Nothing happened.  Then like most of us I
tried the switch many times, expecting at some point it would begin to work.  It did not.  We decided
to head for the dock to deal with this rather than staying with a sinking ship.  I started the motor and
we headed back north.  
The boat would not move very fast and had difficulty at full throttle.  I began worrying we might
not make it back.  We were 100 yards or so from where we started when I noticed it.  I had not brought
in the anchor.  Dragging an anchor might have something to do with the boat not performing well,
and I was dragging two!  It was amazing how much different the boat responded after we pulled
them up.  Finally, we got it out of the water and I pulled the plug.  Water just poured out for what
seemed like an eternity.  An adventure to remember.
One might ask the question as to why I purchased a boat when I have absolutely no experience
with boating.  When driving for the first time in the parking lot, it would have taken a strange set of
events to have caused injury or death.  Not so with boating in 60 feet of water in a boat taking on
water.  The fact is the boat was relatively cheap and my sweat equity was cheap.  I thought living
close to lakes it might be fun.  I never realized the danger involved in the operation.
In a 2016 study it was found that less than 50% of those who claim to be a Christian read the
Bible.  In fact, a little over 20% have never read it.  Granted, a literal reading of some Bible passages
can be a little frightening, a little laughable, and some very challenging.  But keep this in mind…
you belong, or claim to belong, to an organization of which you do not know what is written in your
guide book.  
As Moravians we are a part of the Protestant movement in the church.  Protestants claim to
follow the Word of God, the Bible.  And yet, few know what it actually says.  Fewer still live their
lives by what it says.   
In 2007, A.J. Jacobs published “The Year of Living Biblically: One Man’s Humble Quest to
Follow the Bible as Literally as Possible.”  In his book, Jacobs describes how he put together a plan
to live by what the Bible said literally.  Some commands he joined together, others were easy to do,
others not as easy.  Easy ones: The Ten Commandments, love thy neighbor, be fruitful and multiply.  
Not so easy: Do not wear clothes of mixed fibers, do not shave your beard, stone adulterers.  No
bacon for a year would be a difficult one for me.
I think many people assume they know what the Bible teaches.  I assumed I knew how to safely
operate a boat.  The danger in both is we believe something which may or may not be true.  None of
us would allow a surgeon to operate on us without having the proper training, which they proudly
(rightfully so) display on the wall of their office.  But we claim to be the people of God without
knowing what it means or demands of us.  
You do not need to begin at the beginning.  Pick a book from the New Testament.  Read, ask
questions about what you have read, read some more.  Jot down notes, circle difficult passages, highlight ones you want to remember.  Don’t just look for passages which are easy to follow, challenge
yourself to look for the ones which are hard to follow.  Your reward will be a better understanding
of what your God asks of you and how you can be the person you claim to be.
					

		

Pastor Dave Sobek

As you are aware, some other congregations
have re-opened for face-to-face worship.  By the
time you read this, the Elders will have met to
discuss the possibility of opening on July 5.  The
Elders had already decided not to have worship
on Saturday evening, July 4.   Hopefully, we
will join together on Sunday, July 5, with some
safeguards in place.   Please look for a letter
from the church prior to the beginning of July
outlining our plans for re-opening.  

Church Pictorial Directory
We received the new
church pictorial directory in
late March, and many of the
directories have already been
distributed.  If you had your
picture taken for the directory,
you are entitled to a church
directory.
If you haven’t gotten yours yet, please
contact Diane Fronek at rfronek@charter.net or
608-333-4028, and we can make arrangements
to get a directory to you.  Directories will be
available at the Saturday evening drive-in services, and once we re-open, they will also be
available at Sunday worship services.

Moravian Women
We are tentatively planning on having our
July board meeting on July 6 and will meet in the
Matthew Room.  We will be discussing Market
Day in October.  We congratulate Pastor Dave
on his 30 years in Moravian Ministry.  I hope
you all are staying safe during this time of “safe
at home” and have a great 4th of July!!

Book Club

This month’s book is “The Black
Book” by James Patterson.   The
group will meet on Thursday, July 9,
at 10:00 a.m. in the Matthew Room.  
We will observe appropriate social
distancing.  All are welcome!

Meeting
Our Financial
Responsibilities
May 31, 2020 (Actual)
Budget as of May 31:

$328,415.00

Actual Income as of May 31:
Actual Expenses as of May 31:
Difference YTD

$102,469.77
118,346.46
($ 15,876.69)

Mary Bade,

Congratulations to Our Graduates
UW-La Crosse - Tyler Frey
McFarland High School - Dylan Schoenecke
PLEASE let the church office know of any
graduations you have in your family.  We want
to recognize them!!

Treasurer

In the Life of the
Congregation
FUNERALS:
We express our deepest sympathy to the
family of Doug Wollin, who passed away on
Saturday, May 23.
We also express our deepest sympathy to the
family of Orean Strasburg, who passed away on
June 16. Orean was the oldest member of our
congregation. Her graveside service was held
on June 18 at Rock Lake Cemetery.
BIRTHDAY WISHES:
July 6 – Everette “Rocky” Rothbarth*;
July 7 – Adam Meister;
July 10 – Tom Weissmann*;
July 17 – Brianna Adams;
July 18 – Mark Brunk;
July 24 – Jerry Haferman*;
July 25 – Jean Glasser
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES (80+):
July 19 – Glenn Bielke;
July 19 – Lorin Hofer

NEW!!
Online Giving
In addition to electronic
giving that has been offered
for a number of years, we now
have online giving enabled
through the Moravian Ministries Foundation.
You can give once, occasionally, or you
can set up a monthly contribution.  Just go to
https://mmfa.info, click on “Giving Portal” at
the top of the page, then scroll down to Lake
Mills Moravian Church and click on the link,
and complete the information requested.  You
can choose to give by direct debit from your
bank account or with a credit card.   MMFA
will deposit your offerings in the church’s bank
account on a regular basis.
There is a fee, which is deducted from your
contribution:  ACH/Direct Debit costs $.75 per
transaction; a Credit Card payment costs 2.798%
of your contribution plus $.26 per transaction.  

We are in the process of updating
our Lake Mills Moravian Church member email list.  We use this list to notify
members of online church services as
well as other general events.
If you would like to be added to the
church email list, please contact Pastor
Dave (dave.lmmc@gmail.com), Rich
Fronek (rfronek@charter.net), or the
church office (office@lakemillsmoravianchurch.org) with your email address.

JULY SERVANTS
Please note that the responsibilities listed are subject to change, based on the ability to successfully
open and remain open for worship services.  Please call the person responsible for your schedule if
you are unable to serve, and call the church office if you have any questions.

DIENERS: Bob & Donna Hinzmann; B: 920-723-0862 & D: 920-988-8824
SORTERS: Mike Durant & Rich Fronek

Date

Service

Front Entrance

GREETERS

Fellowship Hall

Bell Tower

Lower Level

9:00 A.M. Barb Sanft

Bob Hinzmann

Donna Hinzmann

7/11

6:00 P.M. STUDENT

Carol Maas

Kip Engsberg
Samantha
Spiegelhoff

7/12

9:00 A.M. Bev Stelse

Kathy Wollin

Jane Harberg

Ed Wollin

7/18

6:00 P.M. Sue Trumpf

Shirley Hofer

Marylin Meyer

7/19

9:00 A.M. STUDENT

Cindy Miller

Barb Zastrow

7/25

6:00 P.M. Cindy Fahney

STUDENT

Larry Fahney

7/26

9:00 A.M. Rich Fronek

Bev Stelse

Diane Fronek

7/4 No Worship Service
7/5

LAY READERS

Date Service

Readers

Date Service

7/4 No Worship Service
7/5
9:00 A.M. Mary Behm-Spiegler
7/11
6:00 P.M. Anna Hoyt
7/12
9:00 A.M. Sue Conrad
7/18
6:00 P.M. Wayne Staff
7/19
9:00 A.M. Beth Denzin
7/25
6:00 P.M. Cindy Miller
7/26
9:00 A.M. Diane Fronek

Mike Miller
Ken Manske

USHERS

Ushers

7/4 No Worship Service
7/5
9:00 A.M. Dave Wendt
7/11
6:00 P.M. Stewart Masche
7/12
9:00 A.M. Paul Crossman
7/18
6:00 P.M. Dan Piper
7/19
9:00 A.M. Bob Hoyt
7/25
6:00 P.M. Todd Messmer
7/26
9:00 A.M. Mike Denzin

NURSERY SCHEDULE

For the safety of all, there will be no nursery until further notice.

ip Times
Worsh
Sunday – 9:00 a.m.
Saturday – 6:00 p.m.
No Sunday School

Our Core Values
• Christ Centered Worship
• Spiritual Growth
• Leadership
• Youth
• Community
• Living Out Our Faith Journey

9:00 AM Worship

26

9:00 AM Worship

19

27

20

13

12

9:00 AM Worship

6:30 PM Moravian Women
Board – “Matt”

6

Monday

9:00 AM Worship & Holy
Communion

5

Sunday

28

21

14

7

Tuesday

7:30 PM AA

29

7:30 PM AA

30

23

6:30 PM Elders

7:30 PM AA

22

16

6:30 PM Trustees

7:30 PM AA

15

9
10 AM Book Club –
“Matt”

2

Thursday

8

7:30 PM AA

1

Wednesday

JULY 2020

31

24

17

10

3

Friday

6 PM Worship

25

6 PM Worship

18

6 PM Worship

11

NO Worship Service

Happy 4th
of July!!

4

Saturday

Sam Denzin Earns
Eagle Scout Rank

Congratulations to Sam Denzin, who received his Eagle Scout award on Saturday, June
6!  Eagle Scout is the highest achievement or
rank attainable in the Boy Scouts of America.  
Since its inception in 1911, only 4% of Scouts
have achieved this rank after satisfying numerous requirements and a lengthy review process.  
Sam’s Eagle project was refurbishing the flower
beds in the church upper parking lot. Sam is the
third Eagle Scout in his family, along with his
father, Mike, and brother, Nathan.

Men’s Fellowship

To protect the health of our members, we
will not have a men’s breakfast in July.  Watch
for updates about an August breakfast.

The Work of Our Boards
The Board of Trustees met on Thursday, June 11.  Following are highlights of that
meeting:

•  the treasurer’s report was shared and approved. Mary reported that in spite of not having our
normal worship services, faithful givers have stepped up and our financial position is comparable
to that of previous years at this time.
•  the replacement of the narthex roof has been completed.
•  removal of two trees and reseeding of those areas has been completed.
•  Pastor Dave was given permission to remove grass and replace with gravel on the north side of
church garage.
•  physical aspects of re-opening the church building were discussed.
•  allowing the Middle School staff to use our parking lot was discussed; Mike Nebel will follow
up with school administration.
•  kitchen updates were discussed.
The Board of Elders has been struggling with when to reopen our building for face-to-face
worship services.  There is no way to completely eliminate the threat of transmission of COVID-19
until a vaccine is available.  We will do our best to mitigate the threat.  We currently have three
infants waiting for baptism, and a wedding scheduled for June has been put off until later.  We were
also unable to have Confirmation Sunday in May, or celebrate the graduation of Seniors from High
School.  We pray to have an opportunity to celebrate all of these milestones in the coming months.

30 Years of Ordained Ministry

Congratulations to Pastor Dave--June 10 was the 30th
anniversary of his ordination as a Moravian pastor!  Although
we were not able to gather as a congregation to celebrate with
him, groups within the congregation made signs, several people
decorated the church lobby and Dave’s office, and Dave was
presented with two special cheesecakes from the Joint Board.  
Here are a few pictures from that day.

SAVE THE DATE

SCRIP

Sunday, August 2, is scheduled to be our
annual outdoor worship service at Korth Park.  
Please note that this event is tentative, depending
on the COVID-19 situation by then.  More details
will be provided in the August Messenger.  

Electronic Giving

The Lake Mills Moravian Church has been
offering the congregation electronic giving since
2004.   This service helps reduce fluctuations
in contributions during the whole year while
making it easy and safe for you to donate.  On
the date you specify and at the interval you
specify (one time only, weekly, monthly, etc.),
your contributions will electronically transfer
from your bank account to the church’s account.  
When the funds have been transferred, the church
office will be notified.  The date and amount
transferred will appear on your bank statement,
and the information will be included in your
annual contribution statement.  If you have any
questions, please call Mary in the church office
at 920-648-5412 or email her at maryb.lmmc@
gmail.com.  There is a form to fill out which we
can mail or email to you.

Scrip orders are suspended until September.  
Watch for future information about the next order
date.

Mt. Morris Invite

If your plans for summer vacation have
disappeared, perhaps this is the time to look
at opportunities at our Mt. Morris Camp &
Retreat Center. With seven cabins available
along with two retreat centers, the whole
family could stay safely distanced in a cabin
and enjoy the varied opportunities at Mt.
Morris.  Yes, there is a pool!  The cabins
are going fast, but there are still discounted
opportunities available.  Each family group
can have their own cabin and stay safely
distanced and enjoy being together as a
family.  If you want more amenities, then
look at Sandhill or Black Oak.
Call Mt. Morris today to secure your
place: (920) 787-2861 or check out the
website, www.mt-morris.org.

Shelter for the Homeless

The guests at the Madison
Men’s Homeless Shelter are still
being housed and cared for by
the city and county at the community facility at Warner Park
off Northport Drive in Madison.  
At this time we have not been informed about
any pending changes to this situation.  There
was a newspaper article last weekend that reported the community center would be partially
reopening in the near future.  What that means
for our homeless ministry is not clear.  We are
confident that the volunteer coordinator will send
us information as soon as she knows anything
more about the changes and the timing of the
expected changes.  Then we will be able to get
back to doing God’s work here on earth, just
like we heard read from the Bible at our church
parking lot service on June 13th.
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Online Worship Help

As we transition to in-person worship, we will continue to offer online worship services via the church’s YouTube channel.  We have been able
to reach a broad spectrum of people (inside and outside our congregation) with the online worship services.  In order to continue this ministry, we are
looking for people who have an interest in multi-media recording, video creation, and YouTube.  This is open to anyone who has experience or interest
in such technologies.  Training will be provided.  If interested, please contact Pastor Dave Sobek (dave.lmmc@gmail.com) or Rich Fronek (rfronek@
charter.net or 608-669-0970).

COMING IN AUGUST, 2020:

STAFF

Email: office@lakemillsmoravianchurch.org
Rev. David Sobek - Pastor..............................................Office 920-648-5412
Rev. John Baumann - Visitation Pastor...........................Home 920-648-2943
Nikki Lawson - Administrative Assistant..........................Office 920-648-5412
Mary Bade - Financial Administrator ...............................Office 920-648-5412
Cora Rund - Organist......................................................Home 608-752-8490
Kathy Wendt - Hand Bell Director....................................Home 920-728-1101
Mia Wollin - Sunday School Superintendent...................Home 920-253-5430
Sue Trumpf - Sunday School Secretary..........................Home 920-723-9386
Jo Stokes - Parish Nurse ................................................Home 608-513-2335
Mary Bade - Editor...........................................................Home 920-648-3267

Hours
Monday - Friday:
9-12 & 1-4

August 2 – Worship at Korth Park
August 8 – Men’s Breakfast

Our Worship Services may be
seen on Analog Channel 98
or Digital Channel 994
on Wednesdays at 7:20 a.m.,
12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Thursdays at 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.

Board Members
Board of Elders
Sue Trumpf (2020)........................... 920-723-9386
Dewey Latsch (2020)....................... 920-988-9162
Anna Hoyt (2020)............................ 920-648-5559
Jackie Frey (2021)........................... 608-513-6237
Jane Berg (2021)............................. 920-648-2003
Theresa Palmer (2022).................... 608-843-6749
Bill Stilling (2022)............................. 608-575-8560

Board of Trustees
Mike Nebel (2020)........................... 262-565-8226
Mike Durant (2020).......................... 608-837-5662
Mike Miller (2020) ........................... 920-988-2487
Adam Lawson (2021)...................... 920-723-5599
Wayne Staff (2021).......................... 920-253-6306
Rich Fronek (2022)......................... 608-669-0970
Rich Hooper (2022)........................ 920-222-1587

Deadline for the August 2020 Messenger
will be Tuesday, July 21.
Please email your articles to
Mary Bade, mmbade@charter.net.

