January 2020

The MESSENGER
To glorify God, we invite all to grow as faithful disciples and to share in the love,
grace and ministry of Jesus Christ by serving the church, community and world.
Discussions with Dave

NEW YEAR’S EVE HOLY COMMUNION

The Roundabout

It seems every new road construction that takes place somehow involves a “roundabout” at
an intersection rather than traffic control devices like stop signs or traffic lights. Roundabouts
have been in use in European countries for decades but are a relatively new thing to navigate
here in the United States. They can be confusing, but studies seem to indicate they may reduce
collisions by up to 75%! If a collision does occur at a roundabout it is normally at a much lower
speed than if it were a traditional intersection. They are also safer for pedestrians as traffic is
supposed to only come from one direction. There is no need for traffic lights or maintenance
of these lights thereby lowering costs and saving money.
All of these reasons are valid points, but many people still don’t like them.
There is an old saying in the fire service: “Firefighters hate two things: change and the way
things are.” I guess we might say the same about certain aspects of our lives as well.
Change usually involves pain of some type. If we go to see a dentist about a bad tooth,
usually there will be more physical pain involved before it gets better. If we go on a diet, perhaps a favorite type of food can no longer be eaten. If we have high blood pressure, we may
have to give up caffeinated beverages. If we have to move to a new town, we might need to
say goodbye to friends and family left in the old town. We are creatures of comfort. Almost
any type of change in our lives takes away what was comfortable.
By his very presence in the world, Jesus brought change. Mary’s and Joseph’s lives were
changed when this baby Jesus came into the world, a baby does that to anyone. King Herod
wanted no part of that change and sought out the child Jesus to kill him. The Jewish religious
leaders tried many ways to silence Jesus and his threatening message, both by killing him and
those who followed him.
Jesus Christ brings change. John 18:37: “For this I was born, and for this I came into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” We remember Pilate’s response, “What is truth?” Truth today seems to be in the eye of the beholder.
Whatever we think is the truth. Whatever we believe is the truth. We have to think like this
because if we allowed the real truth of scripture to rule our lives, we would have to change
how we live, and think, and believe. And this would cause us some type of unwanted pain.
The fact you are reading this may cause you discomfort or perhaps cause you to think I
have lost my marbles. If you are reading this you are probably one of the few that do read it.
I think many members of our congregation treat this like a piece of junk mail or the Sunday
newspaper. Perhaps they will look at a few things which interest them, and leave the rest
behind. If you have read this, cause me some pain by proving me wrong.
I felt called to ministry to make a change in people’s lives. But I realized early in my
ministry that it is not me that causes the change, it is Christ Jesus. Jesus Christ, the Light of
the World, the Prince of Peace, the Son of God. He changed the world. Allow him to change
yours.
								

Discipleship News!

Pastor Dave Sobek

The Discipleship Students went out caroling on Wednesday afternoon, December 18. All were
in good voice and cheer!
There will be no Discipleship Class until January 8.
A reminder of the Discipleship Retreat to take place at Mt. Morris Camp and Retreat Center
on January 17-19. We will leave immediately after school from the church parking lot. Items can
be dropped off at the church that morning so the youth do not have to take them to school. Money
will be needed for dinner. As we are staying in the cabins this year, snacks are not permitted, so
please do not bring personal snack items, including beverages. We will return around 12:00 Noon
on Sunday the 19th. Permission slips will be sent home on January 8. It is expected that all students
will be attending.

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM - Tuesday,
December 31

Enter the door in the
lower parking lot and in the
gathering area in front of the
Matthew Room Holy Communion will be set
up. The elements will be consecrated at 5:00
p.m., but you may come at any time from then
until 7:00 p.m. You are invited to sit and speak
with God and when you feel ready, approach the
Table of Christ to receive Communion. This is
a come as you are, come when you feel like it
time to be with God to end 2019 and prepared
to begin 2020.

Annual Church Council Meeting

We will gather for our
annual Church Council
meeting (the business meeting of the church) at around
noon on Sunday, January
26, following worship and a camp promotion
meal. Please plan to join us as we elect two new
Trustees, review reports from 2019, review the
financial picture of the congregation, and look
at and adopt a budget for 2020. We hope you
are able to join us for this important meeting!

Men’s Fellowship

The next breakfast meeting will be on Saturday, January 11, at 7:30 a.m.
The Men’s Fellowship chicken carry-out
dinner will be held on Wednesday, January 29.
Carry-outs will be available from 4:00 to 6:00
p.m. Cost will be $8.00 per dinner.
The Men’s Christian Retreat will be held
at the Mt. Morris Camp & Retreat Center on
February 21-23, 2020. Program leader will
be the Rt. Rev. Paul Graf. Contact Rev. John
Baumann at 920-648-2943 to sign up.

ip Times
Worsh
Saturday – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday – 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School – 8:45 a.m.
Fellowship Hour – 9:00 a.m.

Meeting
Our Financial
Responsibilities
November 30, 2019 (Actual)
Budget as of November 30:
$290,445.54
Actual Income as of Nov. 30:
Actual Expenses as of Nov. 30:
Difference YTD

Mary

$234,794.22
266,767.04
($ 31,972.82
Bade, Treasurer

In the Life of the
Congregation
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS:
On December 8 we welcomed into our
membership Corey and Lindsey Nampel and
their children James and Blair.
BIRTHDAY WISHES:
January 5 – Ella Cuthrell; January 6 – Jace
Lawson; January 9 – Payge Dahlke;
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES:
January 19 – Donald Hein
THANK YOU:
Thank you to all of the volunteers who
helped with the Sunday School Christmas Program, serving candles, greeting, and staffing the
nursery. Your help is truly appreciated!!

Elections Church Council Results

On Sunday, November 24, at our Elections Church Council, we elected the following new Elders:
Theresa Palmer and Bill Stilling, and new Christian Education Committee member: Kim Peterson.
There were no nominees for Trustees, so that election will take place at the January Church
Council.
We also elected the following delegates to represent our congregation at the 2020 Western District
Synod to be held at Mt. Morris on April 23-26: Kathy Wendt, Jane Berg, Sue Trumpf, Sue Conrad,
and alternate Larry Fahney.

Contribution Guidelines For 2019 Taxes
* Checks written in December 2019, deposited in the mail and postmarked in December 2019 but
not received by the church until January 2020………………...Report for 2019
* Checks written in December 2019, deposited in the mail in December 2019, but not postmarked
until January 2020 and not received by the church until January 2020...............Report for 2020
* Checks written in December 2019 and deposited in church offering in January 2020.......................
Report for 2020
* Checks written and deposited in church offering in January 2020 but “back dated” to December
2019.......................Report for 2020
* Checks written and deposited in church offering in December 2019 but “post-dated” to January
2020...........................Report for 2020
Important: To ensure the deductibility of your church contributions, please do not file your 2019
income tax return until you know you have received a written acknowledgment of your contributions
from the church. Some of your contributions may not be tax-deductible if you file your tax return
before receiving a written acknowledgment of your contribution from the church.

January Servants

DIENERS: Kim & Wayne Staff
(K) 920-253-6303 (W) 920-253-6306
SORTERS: Mike Nebel & Mary Bade

Moravian Women

December was busy with helping with the
refreshments following the Advent Vesper Service on December 1 and hosting our Christmas
Tea on December 8. Our circles are busy with
their Christmas parties and giving to our shut-ins.
We donated $100 for the Christmas hams and
$200 to the Lake Mills Food Pantry. We want
to wish you and your family God’s blessings
for a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!

Book Club

This month’s book is “Big Little
Lies” by Liane Moriarty. The group
will meet on Thursday, January 9, at
10:00 a.m. in the Gathering Room.
Please note that this is a week later than
we normally meet. All are welcome!

Stewardship Committee

This year at Fall Fest in the park the Stewardship Committee sponsored a coffee and donut
tent. It was well received, so we will probably
repeat it next year.
We also continued our tradition of sponsoring
several families for Thanksgiving and sending
Christmas cards to our shut-in members.
The giving of Christmas hams to our local
Food Pantry is another outreach project of our
committee. The hams are purchased with money
contributed by individuals and groups within our
congregation.
Looking forward to the new year, we will
be working on new ideas to further the work of
Jesus Christ. Happy New Year!

Date

Service

Front Entrance

1/4

6:00 P.M. Anna Hoyt

GREETERS

Fellowship Hall

Bell Tower

Bob Hoyt

Sue Trumpf

Lower Level

1/5

10:00 A.M. Barb Sanft

Bob Hinzmann

Kip Engsberg

1/11

6:00 P.M. STUDENT

Carol Maas

Sam Spiegelhoff

1/12

10:00 A.M. Bill Kiessling

Kathy Wollin

Erna Kiessling

Myrtle Masche

STUDENT

Cindy Miller

STUDENT

1/18

6:00 P.M. Sue Trumpf

1/19

10:00 A.M. Pam Streich

1/25
1/26

Date
1/4

6:00 P.M. Volunteer Needed Donna Hinzmann
10:00 A.M. Rich Fronek

STUDENT

LAY READERS

Service

6:00 P.M. Diane McFarlane

Ed Wollin
Mike Miller

Bob Hinzmann
Diane Fronek

Date Service

Readers

Donna Hinzmann

Ken Manske

USHERS

Ushers

1/4

6:00 P.M. Ken Manske
10:00 A.M. Dave Wendt

1/5

10:00 A.M. John Baumann

1/5

1/11

6:00 P.M. Steve Brockert

1/11

6:00 P.M. Stewart Masche

1/12

10:00 A.M. Erna Kiessling

1/12

10:00 A.M. Paul Crossman

1/18

6:00 P.M. Molly Williams

1/18

6:00 P.M. Dan Piper

1/19

10:00 A.M. Bob Hoyt

1/19
1/25
1/26

10:00 A.M. Rich Fronek

1/25

6:00 P.M. Donna Hinzmann

1/26

10:00 A.M. Cindy Miller

Date Service

6:00 P.M. Todd Messmer
10:00 A.M. Mike Denzin

NURSERY SCHEDULE
Helpers

(Schedule may be subject to change.)

1/5

10:00 A.M Jim Williams

Tara Williams

1/12

10:00 A.M Tracy Brandel

Lisa Garvan

1/19
1/26

10:00 A.M Mia Wollin
10:00 A.M Diane McFarlane

Kathy Wollin
Rachael McFarlane

Our Core Values

• Christ Centered Worship
• Spiritual Growth
• Leadership
• Youth
• Community
• Living Out Our Faith
Journey

Epiphany

27

Clergy Retreat (20-23)

9-10 AM Line Dancing Begin.
10 AM–12 Noon Line Dancing
for Seniors

20

7 PM Stewardship Comm –
Gathering Rm

9-10 AM Line Dancing Begin.
10 AM–12 Noon Line Dancing
for Seniors

13

6:30 PM Moravian Women
Board Meeting – Old Conf Rm

9-10 AM Line Dancing Begin.
10 AM–12 Noon Line Dancing
for Seniors

6

Monday

8:45 AM Sunday School/ Adult 9-10 AM Line Dancing Begin.
10 AM–12 Noon Line Dancing
Study
for Seniors
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship
11 AM Camp Promotion Lunch
Followed by Church Council

26

8:45 AM Sunday School/ Adult
Study
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship

19

8:45 AM Sunday School/ Adult
Study
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship – Installation
of Joint Board

12

8:45 AM- Sunday School/
Adult Study
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship/Holy
Communion & 2nd half
Scholarship Presentation

5

Sunday

1 PM Brenda Brent

8

NO Discipleship
7:30 AA

Happy New Year
OFFICE CLOSED

1 New Year’s Day

Wednesday

7:30 PM Dartball: Morv I @
Trinity; St. Paul’s @ Morv II

28

7:30 PM Dartball: Morv I @
Newville; UM @ Morv II

21

NO E. Raiford Circle
7:30 PM Dartball: St. Paul’s
@ Morv I; Morv II @
Newville

9 AM Kim Sibert Cicle

14

7:30 PM AA

4:30-7 PM Men’s Fellowship
Carryout Chicken Dinner

3:15-5 PM Discipleship

29

7:30 PM AA

3:15-5:15 PM Discipleship

22

3:15-4:30 PM Mini Moravians
3:15-5:15 PM Discipleship
5-7 PM Community Meal at
EMS building
7:30 PM AA

15

3:15-5:15 PM Discipleship
7:30 PM Dartball: Morv II @
Morv I
7:30 AA

7

Tuesday

Thursday

30

23

6:30 PM Elders – “Matt”

16

6:30 PM Trustees—“Matt.”

1 PM E. Appenfeldt—Mary
W.

10 AM Book Club –
Gathering Room

9

6:30 PM CEC – “Matt”

2

January 2020

9-11 AM Line Dancing

31

9-11 AM Line Dancing

24

Discipleship Retreat
at Mt. Morris;
January 17-19

9-11 AM Line Dancing

17

Youth Snow Tubing
Event

9-11 AM Line Dancing

10

9-11 AM Line Dancing

3

Friday

6 PM Worship

25

6 PM Worship

18

6 PM Worship

9 AM – 3 PM Joint Board
Retreat

7:30 AM Men’s Breakfast

11

6 PM Worship/Holy
Communion

4

Saturday

Our Sunday School
Christmas program entitled “Children Tell Of
News
Christmas” was held
on December 14 in our
sanctuary. Amy Litscher directed it with accompaniment by Cora Rund. There were 202 in
attendance on a chilly December evening! The
children did a nice job, and we would like to thank
everyone who helped with this year’s program.
Sunday School will resume on December 29,
2019. We are wishing you and your family a
very Happy and safe New Year!

Sunday
School

Sunday School Adopt-a-Family

A HUGE thank you to everyone who helped
support our annual Adopt-a-Family program
through your donations and purchases of our
Recipe in a Jar mixes, tapestries and pies. It
is through your generous support that we were
able to make the holidays brighter for three
families within our congregation. Happy New
Year Blessings to everyone in 2020!!

2020 Contribution Envelopes

are ready to be picked up in Fellowship Hall.
Please note that your envelope number may be
different than last year. Members who give
electronically will no longer receive a boxed
set of envelopes; you will be assigned a new
number for record keeping purposes. If you
normally give electronically but wish to give
extra offerings, please use the envelopes in the
pews and enter your name and how your offering
should be designated in the spaces provided.

Information Changes

We will be printing an updated address directory, so please let the office know as soon as
possible if you’ve had any information changes.
Thank you!

Your 2019 Contribution
Statements will be ready (hopefully!!)
January 18/19.

2020 Daily Texts

We still have a few 2020 Daily Texts available for you to purchase in the church office.

The Work of Our Boards
The Board of Trustees met on Thursday, December 12. Following are highlight of that meeting:
• the treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved.
• Mary Bade was reappointed as treasurer for 2020.
• recommendations from the Memorial Committee were approved.
• there was continued discussion of a possible leak in the Narthex area.
• several building maintenance and repair issues were discussed.
• Pastor Dave’s flexible spending and parsonage allowance elections for 2020 were approved.
• Nikki Lawson’s request for 8 weeks of maternity leave was approved, projected to begin around
mid-February.
• the offering from the Advent Vesper Service will be split evenly between the Lake Mills School
District backpack food program and the Lake Mills Food Pantry.
The Board of Elders December meeting took place after the deadline for this issue. Highlights
of that meeting may be found in next month’s Messenger.

Madison Shelter for Homeless Men

There was a great deal of appreciation shown by the guests at the men’s Homeless Shelter on Tuesday, December 10, for the ham dinner that was delivered from
our church. Donna Hinzmann, with help from Pam Krueger and Bob Hinzmann,
did an excellent job preparing the meal. Their gift of time and talent to take on the
most time-consuming part of this ministry is a blessing to the men at the shelter.
We must convey back to all who were involved in this very important mission
the many “thank you’s” and “God bless you’s” from the men as they received their food or returned
their trays after enjoying the meal. The delivery team was led by Olivia Meister and McKenzie
Frey. They were ably assisted by Connie Kottwitz, Dave Radke, Matt Frey, Rick Kottwitz, Steve
Brockert, and Kevin Klockow. We were blessed to be able to deliver and serve somewhere between
110 and 145 meals on a cold December day.
It was our pleasure to bring your good tidings and well wishes in the form of an excellent warm
meal to some men who were definitely in need of something good to happen in their lives. Some of
the “take away” comments on the van ride home were: “They were so polite and thankful for what
we were doing for them,” “Some spoke so quietly I couldn’t hear what type of cheese they wanted,”
and “I thought it was fun to do this.”
As has become normal, members of our church donated items of use to the men at the shelter.
We were able to deliver directly to the shelter many travel size shampoos, conditioners, toothpastes,
hand lotions, razors, plus some gently used veteran towels and wash cloths. The shelter is looking
for blankets that can cover the men at night.

Electronic Giving

The Lake Mills Moravian Church has been offering the congregation electronic giving since
2004. This service helps reduce fluctuations in contributions during the whole year while making
it easy and safe for you to donate. On the date you specify and at the interval you specify (one time
only, weekly, monthly, etc.), your contributions will electronically transfer from your bank account
to the church’s account. When the funds have been transferred, the church office will be notified.
The date and amount transferred will appear on your bank statement, and the information will be
included in your annual contribution statement. If you have any questions, please call Mary in the
church office at 920-648-5412. Forms are available in the office for you to fill out.

Christmas Tea Great Success

2019 Annual Report Articles

If you have not turned in your reports, please
do so no later than January 2, 2020, and turn in
financial reports as soon as they are available.
Thank you for your help!!!!

Worship Committee Favorite Hymns

Thank you for your participation in the
Favorite Hymns survey. We had 17 hymns
submitted. The top three favorite hymns are (1)
How Great Thou Art, (2) This is My Father’s
World and (3) Sing Hallelujah Praise the Lord.
These three hymns have been submitted to the
Moravian Music Foundation for inclusion in
the Moravian Worldwide Song Book. We will
be including hymns that were submitted in the
survey in upcoming worship services.

We would like to thank all those who attended the Christmas Tea. Approximately 60 women were
entertained by the acoustical music group Tapestry and shared a relaxing time of fellowship. My
special thanks to the Kim Siebert Circle for sharing their Christmas place settings and a special
thanks to Donna Hinzmann and her niece Paige for preparing the food. It was a special time for all
who attended.			
Kathy Wendt
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Meals on Wheels

Fifteen members and friends participated in the delivery of meals during 2019.
We were hosts for our annual Christmas Coffee Hour in December. Delivery dates
for 2020 are January 17-31, April 10-24, July 3-17, September 25-October 9, and
December 18-31. Please contact Laura Dresen if you would like to help with this important ministry.
STAFF

Email: office@lakemillsmoravianchurch.org
Rev. David Sobek - Pastor..............................................Office 920-648-5412
Rev. John Baumann - Visitation Pastor...........................Home 920-648-2943
Nikki Lawson - Administrative Assistant..........................Office 920-648-5412
Mary Bade - Financial Administrator ...............................Office 920-648-5412
Cora Rund - Organist......................................................Home 608-752-8490
Kathy Wendt - Hand Bell Director....................................Home 920-728-1101
Mia Wollin - Sunday School Superintendent...................Home 920-253-5430
Sue Trumpf - Sunday School Secretary..........................Home 920-723-9386
Jo Stokes - Parish Nurse ................................................Home 608-513-2335
Mary Bade - Editor...........................................................Home 920-648-3267

Hours
Monday - Friday:
9-12 & 1-4

Board Members
Board of Elders
Sue Trumpf (2020)........................... 920-723-9386
Dewey Latsch (2020)....................... 920-988-9162
Anna Hoyt (2020)................................... 648-5559
Jackie Frey (2021)........................... 608-513-6237
Jane Berg (2021)............................. 920-648-2003
Theresa Palmer (2022).................... 608-843-6749
Bill Stilling (2022)............................. 608-575-8560

Board of Trustees
Mike Nebel (2020)........................... 262-565-8226
Mike Durant (2020).......................... 608-837-5662
Mike Miller (2020) ............................. 20-988-2487
Adam Lawson (2021)...................... 920-723-5599
Wayne Staff (2021).......................... 920-253-6306
(2022) – 2 Trustees to be determined

Luminaries

To date, we have received over 50 luminary
orders. Thank you so very
much for helping make our
church glow on Christmas Eve! The money collected will be going to the Members’ Assistance
Fund. Your thoughtfulness and generosity are
very much appreciated.

COMING IN February 2020:
February 8 – Men’s Breakfast
February 19 – Mini Moravians
February 19 – Community Meal at EMS

February 21-23 – Men’s Retreat at Mt. Morris

Our Worship Services may be
seen on Analog Channel 98
or Digital Channel 994
on Wednesdays at 7:20 a.m.,
12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Thursdays at 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Deadline for the January 2020 Messenger
will be Tuesday, January 21.
Please email your articles to
Mary Bade, mmbade@charter.net.

