December 2019

The MESSENGER
To glorify God, we invite all to grow as faithful disciples and to share in the love,
grace and ministry of Jesus Christ by serving the church, community and world.
Discussions with Dave

Recently I had the opportunity to go deer hunting back in Minnesota. Actually, I paid the State of Minnesota $186 for the opportunity to sit in the woods for two days, seeing one small deer while in the woods
and one decent buck cross the road while sitting having lunch in my friend’s garage. The first day there was
still snow on the ground and the temperature reached over 40 degrees. A beautiful day to be sitting 17 feet
off of the ground. I watched squirrels play, heard cows moo, an occasional gunshot, and an owl hooting.
The morning reminded me of the days back at my Grandpa Sobek’s farm. While Dad took me out
squirrel hunting in the DeForest area, the place we really hunted was Grandpa’s. Some of my fondest
memories occurred in the woods and valleys of Crawford County. It was there I felt a different relationship
with my Dad. I felt he treated me more like a hunting partner than young son. Maybe I acted a bit more
mature during those trips than at other times, probably a good thing while carrying a gun. While he may
have treated me like an equal, I never outshot him. “Eagle Eye” Bob always seemed to shoot more game
than everyone else. If I shot a deer, his was always bigger. I shot a nice doe one opening morning and was
proud of myself. Then I noticed the blood on his hands and the smirk on his face. He had shot a nice buck.
My best memory was while down in the big valley. While waiting for my Uncle Ron to come down to
collect a couple of deer, a doe appeared on the side of the hill above us. I began shooting, Dad joined in,
and my Uncle Bob did as well. You could actually see the bullets clearing the brush as they moved towards
the deer. I emptied my gun, as did Dad, and Uncle Bob got a few shots in as well. We all laughed loudly
as the deer skipped over the hilltop. I’m sure we scared it half to death, but none of us touched it.
While I enjoy the solitary life of the bowhunter, I dearly miss the comradery of the hunting party. Being
out in the woods with a bunch of my family or friends making noise, telling stories, being made fun of and
making fun of others. For me the hunt was never about shooting game. For me the hunt was about the
community of those around me.
I realize not all of us crave community. For me, community both energizes and exhausts me. A friend
recently told me it amazes him how I can “float” between different communities and somehow connect with
each of them. I told him I knew just enough about all of these different groups to be dangerous. After almost
30 years in ministry I guess I have spoken to so many diverse people I have learned a little along the way.
World War II veterans, people who made their own cat food, people who are conservative or liberal in their
theology, farmers who grew cranberries, corn, sugar beets, and barley, doctors, nurses, teachers who taught
in one room school houses, people who had loved ones murdered.
Obviously, my experiences are quite different from others.
Within each congregation I have served there is diversity of age, life experiences, and beliefs. But
each has one thing in common. Community. One shared community through a mostly common lifestyle.
Another shared community through a common ministry purpose. Different people, different places, different
experiences, but still built community.
Each of us may define community a bit different, so I will attempt to put it how I see it. The Christian
community can and should be viewed biblically. The Bible’s original word for “church” is ekklesia, Greek
for “assembly” or “gathering.” This word took on the theological meaning of “all Christians” in some
contexts and of “local gatherings of believers” in other places. Acts 2:42-47 shows the original “Christian
community” was known primarily for its devotion to Christ’s teachings and its love for one another (which
seems to fall into Moravian theology quite well). When viewed this way, the Christian community is simply
those who love Jesus and live in fellowship with each other.
I believe other Christian denominations take this a bit further by saying all types of fellowship/community
must be viewed as Christian. And without a common belief system, fellowship/community must not take
place. I may not like this narrow view, but I do understand it and wish it wasn’t the case. I will admit these
communities are much easier to create. You believe and belong. You don’t believe, you don’t belong.
Without our context we have a wide range of beliefs. We have a wide range of Christian experiences.
We have a wide range of Christian maturity. What we need is the ability to accept those differences as an
opportunity to learn and grow in our own faith. Each person I have spoken with about faith issues (including
atheists) has either added to my faith journey or challenged me to understand why I believe what I do. I
view this like those big wind turbine farms. The same wind blows at each one, but none of them are ever
turning at the same speed. They all have the same purpose, but do not necessarily accomplish it in the same
time.
We, as the people of God in the Lake Mills Moravian Church, must find the means to be a community.
Devoted to Christ’s teachings. Showing love for one another. Upholding those in need. Rejoicing with
those who celebrate. Being disciples of Jesus Christ not just in words but in action. When the world sees
this in action, they will see the true love of Jesus and perhaps find themselves attracted to Christ, too.

								

Pastor Dave Sobek

Poinsettias for Advent

If you would like to donate
a poinsettia in memory/honor of
loved ones for the Advent season,
please have them in the Fellowship Hall by 10:00
a.m. Saturday, November 30. Please contact
the office if your poinsettia is in memory or in
honor of someone, so it can be published in the
bulletin.

Unity Prayer Watch

Somewhere in this world of ours there is
a member of the Moravian Church in prayer.
It could be Tanzania, Alaska, Germany, or St.
Thomas. It doesn’t matter the time either as
people are in prayer 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week. Our opportunity to take part in this
endeavor is Sunday, December 8. There is a
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board with times
at all hours of the day, as well as a sheet listing
prayer concerns and joys of the entire Moravian
Church.

Women’s Fellowship
Christmas Tea

The Women’s Fellowship
would like to invite all women
to our Christmas Tea on Sunday, December 8
at 2:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. We encourage
you to bring friends as well. We will enjoy an
old-fashioned English tea and share some fellowship time as well as being entertained by the
musical group Tapestry. Mark your calendars
and don’t miss out on this special occasion to
share in the warmth of the Christmas season. A
sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board.
If you have any questions, please contact Kathy
Wendt at 920-728-1101.

Men’s Fellowship

Our next men’s breakfast is December 14
at 7:30 a.m. All men are welcome!

Worship on Christmas Day,
December 25 – 9:00 a.m.
Open Communion
New Year’s Eve 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Meeting
Our Financial
Responsibilities
October 31, 2019 (Actual)
Budget as of October 31:
$264,041.40
Actual Income as of October 31: $210,706.97
Actual Expenses as of October 31: 242,161.54
Shortfall as of October 31:
($31,454.57)
As you can see, we are facing a substantial
shortfall coming into the final weeks of the year.
Please prayerfully consider a special gift in December, over and above your normal offerings,
so that we can erase this shortfall by December
31.
Mary Bade, Treasurer

In the Life of the
Congregation
BAPTISM:
We welcomed Layla Jacqueline-Michelle Theder into our baptized membership on October 20,
2019. She is the daughter of Joel Theder and
Chelsea Kemmerling. We welcomed Lilyana
May Theder into our baptized membership on
October 20, 2019. She is the daughter of Joel
Theder and Carrie Erdmann. We also welcomed
Clay Harold Witt into our baptized membership
on October 28, 2019. He is the son of Tiffany
Trumpf and Cody Witt.
BIRTHDAY WISHES:
December 8 – Jerry Trumpf; December 10 – Jo
Stokes; December 18 – Zoe Cuthrell; December
20 – Sue Trumpf; December 27 – Lucy Cuthrell;
December 28 – Hailey Lawson; December 30
– Barb Brunk.
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES (80+):
December 4 – Don Strauss; December 10 –
Rodney Bergholz.

Book Club

This month’s book is
“Olive Kitteridge” by Elizabeth Strout.
We will meet at 10 a.m. on Thursday,
December 5, in the Gathering Room.
All are welcome!

Contribution Guidelines For 2019 Taxes

* Checks written in December 2019, deposited in the mail and postmarked in December 2019 but
not received by the church until January 2020………………...Report for 2019
* Checks written in December 2019, deposited in the mail in December 2019, but not postmarked
until January 2020 and not received by the church until January 2020...............Report for 2020
* Checks written in December 2019 and deposited in church offering in January 2020.......................
Report for 2020
* Checks written and deposited in church offering in January 2020 but “back dated” to December
2019.......................Report for 2020
* Checks written and deposited in church offering in December 2019 but “post-dated” to January
2020...........................Report for 2020
Important: To ensure the deductibility of your church contributions, please do not file your 2019
income tax return until you know you have received a written acknowledgment of your contributions
from the church. Some of your contributions may not be tax-deductible if you file your tax return
before receiving a written acknowledgment of your contribution from the church.

December Servants

DIENERS: Becky & Jerry Haferman – (B) 920-988-2987
SORTERS: Greg Tubbs & Wayne Staff
Christmas Eve:  3:30 pm – Mike Nebel • 5:30 pm – Mike Miller & Greg Tubbs
			
7:30 pm – Shannon Yahn & Wayne Staff

Date
12/1
12/7
12/8
12/14
12/15
12/21
12/22

It’s hard to believe, but Christmas is almost
here again! The Stewardship/Outreach Committee is again supplying hams for Christmas
Dinner to those families in need who visit the
food pantry. The cost of each ham is approximately $10-$12. Our goal is to collect enough
money to supply 80 hams. This will allow each
family to have a ham for Christmas dinner. Any
amount of money will be appreciated. We will
collect the money through December 15. This
will allow time to buy the hams and deliver them
in time for Christmas. You may drop off the
money at the church office, place an envelope
in the collection plate marked “Hams,” or send
it to the church marked “Christmas Hams.” The
generosity you have shown in the past years has
been very much appreciated by those who have
received this gift at Christmas.

Front Entrance

10:00 A.M. Barb Sanft
6:00 P.M. Nikki Lawson
10:00 A.M. Teresa Holzhueter
6:00 P.M. Carol Maas
10:00 A.M. Glenn Zastrow

Fellowship Hall

Bell Tower

Lower Level

Andrea Geyer

Pam Krueger

Warren Krueger

Dina Sobek

Carsyn Peterson

Diane McFarlane

Theresa Palmer

Shirley Hofer

Diane Franks

Tom Kasten

Kathy Kasten

6:00 P.M. Connie Oestreicher Bob Hoyt
10:00 A.M. Pam Krueger

Dave McFarlane
Barb Zastrow

Bob Oestreicher

Warren Krueger

STUDENT

Barb Sanft

12/24

3:30 P.M. NEED VOLUNTEER

NEED VOLUNTEER

NEED VOLUNTEER

NEED VOLUNTEER

12/24

5:30 P.M. NEED VOLUNTEER

NEED VOLUNTEER

NEED VOLUNTEER

NEED VOLUNTEER

12/24

7:30 P.M. NEED VOLUNTEER

NEED VOLUNTEER

NEED VOLUNTEER

NEED VOLUNTEER

12/28

6:00 P.M. Sue Trumpf

Carol Maas

STUDENT

12/29

10:00 A.M. Barb Zastrow

Glenn Zastrow

Scott Schultz

Date
12/1

LAY READERS

Service

Readers

6:00 P.M. Wayne Staff

12/8

10:00 A.M. Youth Readers

12/14
12/21
12/22

Date Service

10:00 A.M. Deb Van Ommeren

12/7

12/15

CHRISTMAS HAMS

Service

GREETERS

12/1
12/7
12/8

6:00 P.M. SS Christmas Program

12/14

10:00 A.M. Kathy Wendt

12/15

6:00 P.M. Dave McFarlane

12/21

10:00 A.M. Mary Bade

USHERS

Nancy Schultz

Ushers

10:00 A.M. Bob Hoyt
6:00 P.M. Todd Messmer
10:00 A.M. Mike Denzin
6:00 P.M. Bob Hinzmann
10:00 A.M. Ken Manske
6:00 P.M. Dave Wendt

12/22

10:00 A.M. Stewart Masche

12/24

3:30 P.M. Sue Conrad

12/24

3:30 P.M. Paul Crossman

12/24

5:30 P.M. Jane Harberg

12/24

5:30 P.M. Dan Piper

12/24

7:30 P.M. Diane Fronek

12/24

7:30 P.M. Bob Hoyt

12/28

6:00 P.M. Molly Williams

12/28

6:00 P.M. Mike Denzin

12/29

10:00 A.M Bob Hinzmann

12/29

10:00 A.M. Mary Behm-Spiegler

Date Service

NURSERY SCHEDULE
Helpers

12/1

10:00 A.M Lindsey Nampel

Corey Nampel

12/8

10:00 A.M Jim Williams

Tara Williams

10:00 A.M Tracy Brandel
10:00 A.M Mia Wollin
10:00 A.M Diane McFarlane

Lisa Garvan
Kathy Wollin
Rachael McFarlane

12/15
12/22
12/29

Our Core Values

• Christ Centered Worship
• Spiritual Growth
• Leadership
• Youth
• Community
• Living Out Our Faith
Journey

Discipleship News

The Discipleship Class has had a busy last
month. On the last Saturday in October six of
them went to Tricklebee Café in Milwaukee
and did volunteer work putting together snack
bags and creating tea bags. Seven went the first
Saturday in November, staining shelves and
participating in an outdoor dance party with
some folks from the area.

Holiday Service Schedule
Advent and Christmas will soon be upon us. We will have a number of worship
opportunities to help guide us in our celebration this year.

Advent Vesper Service
2:30 PM – Sunday afternoon, December 1

In the past there has been an Advent Concert. This year we are starting off the Season
of Preparation for the Birth of Jesus Christ with a music filled Vesper Service. Back in the
1950’s Pastor James Weingarth had a service much like this on the First Sunday in Advent.
Please join us.

Sunday School Christmas Program
6:00 PM – Saturday, December 14

The Sunday School will bring the Christmas story to life once again with angels, shepherds, Mary and Joseph. No live animals will be used in the production, but you might see
some young people dressed like animals!

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
3:30 PM, 5:30 PM, 7:30 PM – Tuesday, December 24

We gather to welcome the Light of the World coming into the world. May the gift God
brought into the world be found living in you!

Then the weekend of November 16-17 the
Class, along with some young people from
the 4th-6th Grade, retold the story of Elijah &
the Prophets of Ba’al during worship on both
Saturday night and Sunday morning.

Christmas Day Service
9:00 AM – Wednesday, December 25

Perhaps you were somewhere else on Christmas Eve, or you just want to do something
a little different. Join us for lots of singing on this joyous day!

New Year’s Eve Holy Communion
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM – Tuesday, December 31

Enter the door in the lower parking lot and in the gathering area in front of the Matthew
Room Holy Communion will be set up. The elements will be consecrated at 5:00 p.m.,
but you may come at any time from then until 7:00 p.m. You are invited to sit and speak
with God and when you feel ready, approach the Table of Christ to receive Communion.
This is a come as you are, come when you feel like it time to be with God to end 2019 and
prepared to begin 2020.

What Does the Bible Say About Christmas?
I am certain the class is looking forward to
the Discipleship Retreat coming up on January
17-19, 2020, at Mt Morris Camp & Retreat
Center. We intend to leave from the church after
school as soon as possible and return around
Noon on Sunday. As this is a requirement for
the class, the costs of this retreat are paid for by
the church.
There will be no class on December 25 or
January 1, in case anyone was interested….

If you have ever wondered what the Bible has to say about the coming
of the Christ, or even the Birth of Christ, this is your opportunity.
Grab a cup of coffee and join us in the Fellowship Hall at 8:45 a.m.
on Sundays, December 1, 8, 15, and 22 to find out more!

Christmas Eve

Candlelight Services
3:30, 5:30 & 7:30 p.m.

2020 DAILY TEXTS

If you pre-ordered a 2020 Daily Text, they
are available in the office. We also have a limited
number of extras for sale.

Youth News

Youth Group had a blast on November 15
competing in a town-wide scavenger hunt. Three
teams set out to solve riddles and gather items
from around town and then gathered afterwards
for hot chocolate and prizes. On December 18 we
will be visiting some elderly residents of Lake
Mills and performing a few Christmas songs on
the kids’ bells.
The annual snow tubing trip is scheduled
for January 10. Tubing is a church family event,
and everyone is invited and encouraged to join
us. Contact Kristen Stilling or Kim Peterson if
you do not have a family member in the youth
group but you would still like to join this event.

Goodie Boxes

A few members of the CEC Committee
gathered on Thursday evening, November 7,
and packed 12 boxes for our college students.
Your generosity and overwhelming support to
this fantastic ministry warmed our hearts as we
packed the boxes to the brim. For the first time
in quite a while, we did NOT need any shredded
paper as filler! We know the students greatly
appreciated everyone’s thoughtfulness. Thank
you and Christmas Blessings to all!!

New Members Class

Pastor Dave will be hosting a class for all
those interested in learning more about the
Moravian Church, and specifically the Lake
Mills Moravian Church. Classes will begin on
Monday, December 2, at 6:30-8:00 p.m. and
each Monday until December 16. If you are
interested in being a part of this class, or know
someone who is, please have them contact the
church office or Pastor Dave (dave.lmmc@
gmail).

Meals on Wheels

We wish to thank the following members and friends for
delivering Meals-on-Wheels recently: Shirley and Bob Metzker,
Wayne Engsberg, Bev Stelse,
Barb Sanft, Roger Hoffman, Penny and Brian
Calloway, Pam Krueger, and Teresa Holzhueter.
Our church will host the Christmas coffee
hour for all volunteers on Tuesday, December
3, in Fellowship Hall at 9:30 a.m. Since we are
the host church, our volunteers are requested to
bring treats for our guests.

Tapestry Sale Update

For those of you who preordered our beautiful tapestry, they are expected to arrive the week
of December 8; you will be contacted once we have the orders ready to be picked up. If you were
unable to be a part of our first order, no worries, the CEC committee will continue to sell the tapestry
in the upcoming weeks. You may place your order at the church office during normal business hours
of Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon and 1:00-4:00 p.m. This lovely tapestry is on display within
our church and the price is $35.00 with proceeds of the next order going towards our 2020 Adopt
A Family program. For those who are unaware of our Adopt A Family program, it was started a
number of years ago as a Sunday School outreach event to help brighten Christmas for families
within our congregation who are in need. Christmas blessings to all!!

Stewardship/Outreach

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
We often hear the word “generosity” during the Christmas season. In this famous, well known
verse we get a picture of God’s generosity. God GAVE us the gift of salvation and eternal life through
the gift of His Son. Not because He was obligated to give, but because of His love for us. During
this holiday season may we be mindful of the ways in which we can be stewards of God’s love and
generosity. Take the TIME to offer help to someone in need. It doesn’t take much time to offer
a smile to your neighbor. You may have a TALENT that would brighten someone’s day. Perhaps
music is your talent and you find an opportunity to go caroling. We have many opportunities to be
generous and share our TREASURE with those around us. Just some examples are the Angel Tree
and the Christmas Ham projects. Or maybe just an extra financial gift to the church to help support
its many ministries throughout the year. May we be stewards of God’s blessings by being a blessing
to others.

Annual Reports From 2019:

It’s that time of year again – annual reports
for our booklet for Church Council. Articles
are due to the church office by December 31.
Financial reports are due as soon as year-end
information is available. You may fax your
articles to 920-648-3669 or email them to the
office at office@lakemillsmoravianchurch.org.

Time For A Picture Directory

We need you to be part of our church pictorial directory! Get a free 8x10 photo and a
directory for getting your picture taken! Make
an appointment at church or on the church
website at www.lakemillsmoravianchurch.org.
Appointment times are going quickly. Kids and
pets are welcome.
Photo dates and times:
Tuesday December 3 - 2-9 p.m.
Wednesday December 4 - 2-9 p.m.
Thursday December 5 - 2-9 p.m.
Friday December 6 - 12 Noon-7 p.m.
Saturday December 7 - 9 a.m.-4 p.m.



Electronic Giving

The Lake Mills Moravian Church has been
offering the congregation electronic giving since
2004. This service helps reduce fluctuations
in contributions during the whole year while
making it easy and safe for you to donate. On
the date you specify and at the interval you
specify (one time only, weekly, monthly, etc.),
your contributions will electronically transfer
from your bank account to the church’s account.
When the funds have been transferred, the church
office will be notified. The date and amount
transferred will appear on your bank statement,
and the information will be included in your
annual contribution statement. If you have any
questions, please call Mary in the church office
at 920-648-5412. Forms are available in the
office for you to fill out.

CANDLE WRAPPING

The Dieners will be having a
potluck and wrapping candles on
Sunday, December 8, in the Matthew
Room following the church service.
Anyone interested in learning how to
wrap candles is more than welcome to join in.

ip Times
Worsh
Saturday – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday – 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School – 8:45 a.m.
Fellowship Hour – 9:00 a.m.

Updated Directory

We will be publishing an updated directory
after the beginning of the year and would like
to gather any information changes from our
members. If you’ve recently had any changes
to your information, please call the office or
email office@lakemillsmoravianchurch.org so
we can update the directory. Your help is very
much appreciated!!

Christmas Greetings
from the Staff:

May the peace and blessings of Christmas
be yours, and may the coming year be filled
with happiness. Merry Christmas & Happy
New Year!

30

29 8:45 AM Sunday
School/Adult Study
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship

9-10 AM Beg. Line Dancing
10-12 Noon Line Dancing

23

9-10 AM Beg. Line Dancing
10-12 Noon Line Dancing

16

9-10 AM Beg. Line Dancing
10-12 Noon Line Dancing

9

6:30 PM Moravian Women
Board— Old Conf. Rm.

9-10 AM Beg. Line Dancing
10-12 Noon Line Dancing

Monday
2

22 NO Sunday School
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship

8:45 AM Adult Study (NO
Sunday School)
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship

15 Third Sunday of Advent

8:45 AM Sunday School/Adult
Study
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship
11 AM Memorial Comm-Ofc
Con Rm
11 AM Diener Potluck &
Candle Wrapping – “Matt.”
2-4 PM Christmas Tea

Unity Prayer Watch

8 Second Sunday of Advent

8:45 AM Sunday School/
Adult Study
9 AM Fellowship
Hour
10 AM Worship
2:30 PM Advent Vesper
Service

Sunday
1 First Sunday of Advent

5-7 PM Open Holy
Communion

NO Dartball

31 New Year’s Eve

NO Dartball
3:30, 5:30, & 7:30
PM Candlelight
Services

24 Christmas Eve

7:30 PM AA

9 AM Worship
NO Discipleship
Class

25 Christmas Day

7:30 PM AA

3:15-5 PM Discipleship Class

1 PM Brenda Brent – “Matt”

26

6:30 PM Trustees – “Matt”

1 PM E. Appenfeldt- Lunch
Gathering

12

6:30 PM CEC – “Matt.”

2-9 Picture Day

10 AM Book Club- Gathering
Rm

Thursday
5

18 3:15-4:30 PM Mini
19
Moravians
3:15-5 PM Discipleship Class
5-7 PM Community Meal at
EMS
6 PM Endowment Comm. Mtg 6:30 PM Elders – “Matt”
7:30 PM Dartball –
6:30 PM CM-G Circle
Morv I @ UM
Trinity @ Morv II 7:30 PM AA

17

7:30 PM Dartball –
Trinity @ Morv I
Morv II @ St. Paul

6 PM Madison Homeless
Shelter
6:30 PM E. Raiford – at
Dina Sobek’s

9 AM Kim Sibert

11

7:30 PM AA

7:30 PM Dartball –
Newville @ Morv I
Morv II @ UM

10

2-9 PM Picture Day

3:15-5 PM Discipleship Class

Wednesday
4

2-9 PM Picture Day

Coffee – Fellowship Hall

9:30 AM Meals on Wheels

Tuesday
3

December
2019

9-11 AM Line Dancing

27

9-11 AM Line Dancing

20

5:00 PM Dinner & Sunday
School Christmas Program
Dress Rehearsal

9-11 AM Line Dancing

13

12-7 PM Picture Day

9-11 AM Line Dancing

Friday
6

6 PM Worship

28

6 PM Worship

21 First Day of Winter

6 PM Sunday School
Christmas Program

9-2 PM Optimist
Gift Wrapping -- Fellowship
Hall

7:30 AM Men’s
Breakfast

14

6 PM Worship

9 AM – 4 PM Last Picture
Day

Saturday
7

Sunday
School

It warms our hearts to
see the children attending Sunday School and
News
learning about our Christian faith each week. Our children’s Christmas
program will take place at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday,
December 14, in place of our regular service.
An article about our program will be found
elsewhere in this edition of the Messenger. The
children have been practicing every Sunday
during Sunday School in preparation for their
program. We will have a dress rehearsal on
Friday, December 13, and will meet in Fellowship Hall promptly at 5:00 p.m. for supper with
rehearsal to follow. Practice should conclude
around 7:00 p.m. Please come into the church
sanctuary to pick up your children at that time.
A note will be sent to the families with more
information.
It is very important for your children to attend Sunday School, not only to be a part of this
wonderful Christmas program, but also to learn
about God, our church, and to create long-lasting
friendships that will carry on throughout their
lives! If you have not registered your child(ren)
for our Sunday School classes, it is never too
late. Please contact Sue Trumpf; she is around
the church every Sunday morning. She will be
happy to register your child(ren). As a reminder,
Sunday school begins each week at 8:45 a.m. and
concludes at 9:45 a.m. unless otherwise noted.
We will not hold classes on December 15
or 22, 2019. Our normally scheduled classes
will resume on December 29, 2019.
As we enter into this joyous celebration
of the Advent season, spending time with our
church family and those we love, we would like
to wish each and every one of you a Christmas
filled with peace and happiness that will carry
over to the New Year!
Christmas blessings to all!
Mia, Sue and the entire Sunday school staff

Sunday School
Christmas Program

The Sunday School students will celebrate the coming
of the Christ child with their
annual program to be held at 6:00 p.m. in place
of our regularly scheduled Saturday evening
worship service on December 14. Children 3
years old through high school will tell of Christ’s
birth through Bible verses, spoken pieces and
traditional Christmas carols. All are welcome to
come and hear the Christmas story as told by our
youth. Refreshments will follow the program.

Scrip Cards for Christmas

Christmas is right around the corner and gift
cards make great presents! This month there
are many organizations that offer $10 gift cards
which are perfect for stocking stuffers. A list
will be on the bulletin board along with order
forms for ordering the cards. Remember many
of the groups offer up to 14% return. You pay
the full value and the church receives a certain
percentage of each card sold. Orders are due
December 2.

The Work of Our Boards
The Board of Trustees met on Thursday, November 14. Following are highlights of that meeting
• the treasurer’s report was shared and approved.
• several committee reports were given.
• the boilers have been turned on, and Hillestad has been scheduled for annual maintenance. There
was discussion of identifying a different company for future boiler inspection and maintenance
since we are outside of Hillestad’s normal service area.
• a bid from Badgerland Computers was accepted to replace the current computer server with a
Network Attached Server.
• the Trustees will put up the sanctuary Christmas tree and the star at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, November 30.
The Joint Board also met on Thursday, November 14. Following are highlights of that meeting:
• the proposed budget for 2020 was reviewed and approved for consideration by Church Council
in January 2020.
• minutes of the January 2019 Church Council meeting were approved for inclusion in the Annual
Report.
• the updated Personnel Policy Handbook was approved.
The November Board of Elders meeting took place after the deadline for this issue. Highlights
of that meeting may be found in next month’s Messenger.

Madison Shelter for Homeless Men

There will be a special holiday meal prepared in our church kitchen for delivery
to the Madison Men’s Homeless Shelter on Tuesday, December 10th. Please watch
for the sign-up sheet on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board, and prayerfully consider
providing some of the foods needed to give these homeless men a warm meal in
December.
It was fantastic that a couple connected to our church decided to donate two
coffee makers to the shelter so the men could, once again, have a better start to their day. Many
thanks go to them, and to all of you who help provide the parts of the meals each second Tuesday.
We are very thankful to the many in our congregation who have donated items from their travels
like motel size shaving lotion, soap and shampoo for use by the men at the Homeless Shelter. But,
as much as those items are and would be appreciated, it would be great to give the men at the shelter
towels for the holiday season. They are constantly short on towels, dish towels, etc. Please find
some time to pray for those who are homeless. Food or other donations to the homeless very well
may be the best gifts you give this coming holiday season.

Moravian Women

Now that Market Day is over, we are focusing on the Christmas Tea being held on Sunday,
December 8 from 2-4 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Please see the separate article in this issue for more
information.
December 1 will be the Advent Vesper service at 2:30 p.m. The Moravian Women will be
helping with refreshments following the worship service.
Also, a special thank you to Shannon Yahn, all the Market Day room chairs, all who donated
items for Market Day, all who helped in the various rooms and the clean-up crew, and all who came
to eat the delicious Swiss steak dinner!! We had another successful Market Day!! The proceeds
from Market Day go towards our youth camping ministry, mission trips/projects, and our church’s
current budget. This year we raised $6,003.59. Just so you can mark it on your calendars, in 2020
Market Day will be Saturday, October 17.
Our new Vice-President for 2020-2022 will be Deb VanOmmeren and our new Treasurer for
2020-2022 will be Mary Bade. Our President (Teresa Holzhueter) and Secretary (Tammy Messmer)
officers will change in 2021.
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas!!

Luminary Sale Continues

The CEC will continue selling luminaries for our Christmas Eve services,
to adorn the outside of our church as well as the inside. You may purchase a
traditional luminary bag for $5.00 each through December 22. Luminary order
forms will continue to be included in the weekly bulletins until then. Proceeds
will go to our Assistance Fund. Please help our Moravian Block glow once again this Christmas
Eve, inside and out!! Any questions, please contact Sue Trumpf at 920-723-9386. You may also
purchase luminaries through our church office during normal business hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00
a.m.-Noon and 1:00-4:00 p.m. As we enter into the Advent season, the Christian Education Committee (CEC) would like to wish everyone a very safe and blessed holiday season as we await the
birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS:

December 24 Office is open 9 a.m. to 12 Noon; December 25 Office is CLOSED;
December 31 Office is open 9 a.m. to 12 Noon; January 1 Office is CLOSED.
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COMING IN January 2020:

STAFF

Email: office@lakemillsmoravianchurch.org
Rev. David Sobek - Pastor..............................................Office 920-648-5412
Rev. John Baumann - Visitation Pastor...........................Home 920-648-2943
Nikki Lawson - Administrative Assistant..........................Office 920-648-5412
Mary Bade - Financial Administrator ...............................Office 920-648-5412
Cora Rund - Organist......................................................Home 608-752-8490
Kathy Wendt - Hand Bell Director....................................Home 920-728-1101
Mia Wollin - Sunday School Superintendent...................Home 920-253-5430
Sue Trumpf - Sunday School Secretary..........................Home 920-723-9386
Jo Stokes - Parish Nurse ................................................Home 608-513-2335
Mary Bade - Editor...........................................................Home 920-648-3267

Hours
Monday - Friday:
9-12 & 1-4

Board Members
Board of Elders
Sue Conrad (2019)................................. 648-3148
Robert Oestreicher (2019)...................... 648-8460
Sue Trumpf (2020)........................... 920-723-9386
Dewey Latsch (2020)....................... 920-988-9162
Anna Hoyt (2020)................................... 648-5559
Jackie Frey (2021)........................... 608-513-6237
Jane Berg (2021)............................. 920-648-2003

Board of Trustees
Greg Tubbs (2019).......................... 920-253-7215
Shannon Yahn (2019)...................... 920-397-2254
Mike Nebel (2020)........................... 262-565-8226
Mike Durant (2020).......................... 608-837-5662
Mike Miller (2020)............................ 920-988-2487
Adam Lawson (2021)...................... 920-723-5599
Wayne Staff (2021).......................... 920-253-6306

This issue of The MESSENGER is
sponsored by
the LMMC Stewardship/Outreach Committee.

January 1 – Office Closed
January 5 – Scholarship Presentation
		
(2nd Half)
January 11 – Men’s Breakfast (7:30 a.m.)
January 17-19 – Discipleship Retreat
		
at Mt. Morris
January 20-23 – Clergy Retreat
January 26 – 11 a.m. Camp Promotion Lunch
January 26 – Church Council following
		
Lunch (Snow date will be
		
Sunday, February 2)

Our Worship Services may be
seen on Analog Channel 98
or Digital Channel 994
on Wednesdays at 7:20 a.m.,
12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Thursdays at 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.

Deadline for the January 2020 Messenger
will be Tuesday, December 17.
Please email your articles to
Mary Bade, mmbade@charter.net.

