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The MESSENGER
To glorify God, we invite all to grow as faithful disciples and to share in the love,
grace and ministry of Jesus Christ by serving the church, community and world.
Discussions with Dave

Holy Communion

The Tater Tot Thing

Apparently, the Lake Mills congregation normally has some type of fellowship and meal on the
Sunday of Church Council. We worship together, eat together, and then discuss the ministry of the
past year, look over reports from the various ministry groups in the congregation, check how well
we did with the budget the past year, and vote on the budget for the coming year. It is always good
to discuss things on a full stomach.
In years past a group has taken care of the meal so all people had to do was show up. The 2019
meal we shared in was a potluck meal, everyone bringing something to share. By the very nature
of the “potluck” meal, one never knows what is going to be found on the table when we get there.
At my first potluck in North Dakota, I was shocked to find there was nothing on the table with beans
in it. “How can you have a potluck without beans!” I exclaimed. That was 2000. I don’t believe I
have attended a potluck since then that did not have some type of bean dish.
At our potluck Cindy Miller thought it would be a good idea to label some of the dishes being
served. One such dish which caught my eye was “A tater tot thing.” Cindy stated when she asked
the person who brought it what it was, the reply was, “A tater tot thing.” A tater tot thing. Anything
with tater tots on the top has to be good. Does anyone know of a tater tot dish that is not great?
I have never heard of a liver tater tot casserole, nor does it sound appealing to me. Tater tots by
themselves are great. Taco John’s has Potato Ole’s, which appear to be misshapen tater tots with
some spices on them.
Ore-Ida invented the Tater Tot in 1953. Ore-Ida was just trying to figure out what to do with
leftover slivers of cut-up potatoes from one of their other products. Rather than allowing the leftovers
to go to waste (They were fed to cattle so not a complete waste.), they found a way to make them
profitable. Very profitable.
I suppose I am a bit slanted, but I kind of view God in that way. God is the tater tot of life.
“For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected, provided it is received with
thanksgiving;” (1 Timothy 4:4). It is difficult to see this winter as anything good as we have dealt
with snow, ice, and freezing cold. But I haven’t swatted at a mosquito recently. While I don’t thank
God for the winter, I do thank God about the mosquitos being gone. I like to see the beauty of the
water. But the ice fishing group would not have been able to fit into one boat, where we could on
top of the ice.
It is probably a bit simplistic to think of God as something sprinkled on top of green beans and
cream of mushroom soup. But there are a few people who might tell you having God sprinkled in
their lives brings them great joy. How about you? Are you willing to allow God to show you the joy
of living? Are you willing to allow God to show you to the promised land, to know that when this
life in over it is not the end? Are you willing to be a child of God? And after you have answered
all these questions “yes,” will you bring your tater tot thing to everyone and share it?
				
		
Pastor Dave Sobek

Moravian Women Luncheon

On Sunday, March 3, our Moravian Women will be hosting a luncheon and program for all
the women of our church. Lunch will be catered by Loaves and Fishes from Ebenezer/Watertown
Moravian Churches. We will be gathering in Fellowship Hall at 11:30 a.m. Our guest speaker will
be Rev. Christie Melby-Gibbons from the Tricklebee Café in Milwaukee. All women are invited to
share time together, get to know one another better, and share in a delicious meal at our beautifully
decorated tables! We encourage you to bring a friend or guest. There is no cost for the meal, but
reservations are required. Please reserve your spot by writing your name on the sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board by February 24.

Summer Church Camp Dates:

Theme: Won’t You Be My Neighbor?
Chetek Camp
Winmor Camp
Junior Camp
4M Camp

(Completed Grades 9 through Age 21)
(Completed Grades 6 – 8)
(Completed Grades 3 – 5)
(Completed Grades 1 & 2)

– July 14-20
– July 21-27
– July 28 – August 1
– August 5-7

Our next opportunity to
come to Christ’s Table will be
the first weekend in Lent, March 9 and 10. We
begin the Season of Lent by preparing ourselves
to remember what Christ has done for us as we
begin our journey with Him to the Cross.

Why is Easter so Late
This Year?

Easter falls on Sunday, April 21, this year.
People often ask me how it is decided when
Easter will be? In 325 CE, the Council of Nicaea
established that “Easter would be held on the first
Sunday after the first Full Moon occurring on
or after the vernal equinox.” Basically, the first
Sunday after the first full moon after the first day
of Spring (around March 21). So, March 22 is
about the earliest it can be, and April 25 about
the latest. A lady in one of my congregations
was born on an Easter Sunday in 1916, April 23.
Her birthday did not fall on Easter again until
she turned 95 in 2008.
We will begin the Season of Lent on Ash
Wednesday, March 6. The Lenten Season lasts
40 days. Sundays are not included in those
40 days as each Sunday is a celebration of the
Resurrection of Jesus.
Our time during Lent will begin with a soup
and sandwich meal served at 6:00 p.m. each
Wednesday with a service to follow at 6:45 p.m.
The following groups will be providing the meal
on these nights:
Ash Wednesday
(March 6) – Men’s Fellowship
March 13 – Women’s Fellowship
March 20 – Stewardship/Outreach
March 27 – Trustees
April 3 – Elders
April 10 – Sunday School &
		 Christian Education
		 Committee.

Men’s Fellowship

Our next breakfast will be Saturday, March
9, at 7:30 a.m. All men are welcome.

Daylight Saving
Time Begins
March 10
Make sure you set your
clocks ahead one hour Saturday night.

Meeting
Our Financial
Responsibilities
January 31, 2019 (Actual)
Budget as of January 31:

$26,404.17

Actual Income as of Jan. 31:
$19,242.39
Actual Expenses as of Jan. 31:
27,038.19
Difference (Needed) YTD
($ 7,795.80)

Mary Bade, Treasurer

In the Life of the
Congregation
BAPTISM: On February 9 we welcomed Reid
William Crossman into our baptized membership. He is the son of Aaron & Krista (Wilke)
Crossman. His sponsors are Katie McGrath and
Miranda & Matt Schuenke.
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS: We
apologize for inadvertently omitting two additional new members from the announcement
in a previous issue. On December 2, 2018, we
welcomed Joan Wollet, and later in December
we welcomed former member Rev. Jane Gehler
back into our membership.
THANK YOU’S: We would like to say a special Thank You to all of the volunteers that are
working hard in this cold weather to keep our
sidewalks and entrances free of snow and ice
and salted. Also, thank you to McKayla Yahn
for stepping up and directing the Sunday School
kids in singing while Wendy was away.
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES: March 1 –
Phyllis Strauss; March 9 – Mike Cuthrell; March
13 – Mary Behm-Spiegler; March 20 – Crystal
Hafenstein; March 28 – Harold Hafenstein;
March 28 – Kathy Wollin.

Discipleship

Nine of the Discipleship students attended the Discipleship Retreat in January, along with Pastor
Dave and Dina. There were four congregations represented: Lake Mills, Watertown, London, and
Our Savior’s. The focus was on worship. All of the youth attending not only learned about worship,
but put it into practice as they led our Sunday morning worship time. They had an opportunity to
write down and discuss their own thoughts on a scripture lesson. This turned out to be a wonderful
piece of the weekend! The youth surprised even themselves with how in-depth they can think about
issues of faith. The class will be putting these to use the weekend of February 23 and 24 as they lead
our worship service.
On Friday, April 5, there will be a banquet and presentation of the Seder meal at the Watertown
Moravian Church beginning at 6:00 p.m. “This is a wonderful presentation that opens up the Old
Testament and gives Christians new insights in communion.” This is being presented by Chosen
People Ministries, a group of Messianic Jews, people who are Jewish that believe Jesus was the
Messiah. Discipleship students are being asked to attend, but it is open to anyone from the congregation.

If you would like to donate or share an Easter
lily for our sanctuary this Easter, please sign up
on the sign-up sheet, on the Fellowship Hall
bulletin board, or call the church office. Please
let Nikki know if it is in memory of someone or
just being shared by your family. Thank You!

Stewardship/Outreach News

Stewardship….what does it mean to you?
Stewardship is about being grateful, responsible stewards of the gifts we receive from
God. The Stewardship/Outreach Committee sees
stewardship as more than simply contributing
money to the church; it’s also about contributing
time and talents, and volunteering for ministry
and mission. As we approach the season of Lent
there will be many opportunities for all of us to
be good stewards and share the many gifts and
talents that God has given to us.
Stewardship is also about reaching out to
build relationships; there will be weekly opportunities to join together for the Soup Suppers prior
to Wednesday night services during Lent. Join
in the fellowship, invite a friend or two, enjoy
a bowl of soup and celebrate the gifts that God
has given us.

Saturday – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday – 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School – 8:45 a.m.

March Servants
DIENERS: Todd & Tammy Messmer 920-285-7077
SORTERS: Mike Durant & Wayne Staff

Date
3/2
3/3
3/9
3/10
3/16
3/17
3/23
3/24
3/30
3/31

Service

Date
3/2
3/3
3/9
3/10
3/16
3/17
3/23
3/24
3/30
3/31

Front Entrance

6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.

Thank You

My deepest thanks for all the food, cards
and prayers during my recovery from knee
replacement surgery. I appreciate it very
much.
		
Kathy Wendt

ip Times
Worsh

Easter Lilies

Service

Linda Kutzke
Andrea Geyer
Shirley Hofer
Teresa Holzhueter
Larry Fahney
Kathy Kasten
Connie Oestreicher
Anna Hoyt
Linda Kutzke
Nancy Schultz

GREETERS

Fellowship Hall

Bell Tower

Carl Kutzke
Jean Glasser
Marylin Meyer
Pam Streich
Cindy Fahney
Mary Wescott
Jane Berg
Bill Hartwig
Carl Kutzke
Nikki Lawson

Jane Berg
Warren Krueger
Carol Maas
Pam Krueger
STUDENT
Greg Wescott
Bob Oestreicher
Dorothy Hartwig
Jane Berg
Camden Schultz

USHERS

6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.

USHERS
Bob Hoyt
Todd Messmer
Mike Denzin
Bob Hinzmann
Ken Manske
Dave Wendt
Stewart Masche
Paul Crossman
Dan Piper
Bob Hoyt

Jackie Frey
Terry Streich
Tom Kasten
Bob Hoyt
Scott Schultz

LAY READERS

Date Service
3/2
3/3
3/9
3/10
3/16
3/17
3/23
3/24
3/30
3/31

6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.

Reader(s)

Steve Brockert
Mary Bade
Molly Williams
Todd Messmer
Anna Hoyt
Mary Behm-Spiegler
Dave McFarlane
Cindy Miller
Marylin Meyer
Deb Van Ommeren

NURSERY SCHEDULE

Crossroad Classes

Perhaps you have wanted to take classes
online from Moravian Seminary but find they
are too expensive. Maybe you have found a class
or a retreat that will help grow your faith. If that
is the case there is money available to help pay
for them. Make an application to Sheila Petroni
indicating the class you wish to take and the cost.
Contact Jane Harberg for more information.

Lower Level

Sunday, 10:00 A.M.

3/3

Terry Heinz

Pam Krueger

3/10

Teresa Holzhueter

Julie Renz

3/17

Lindsey Nampel

Corey Nampel

3/24

Mia Wehausen

McKayla Yahn

3/31

Jim Williams

Tara Williams

St. Patrick’s Day

318:45 AM Sunday School
/Adult Study
9AM Sr. Choir Practice
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship

8:45 AM Sunday School
/Adult Study
9AM Sr. Choir Practice
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship

24

8:45 AM Sunday School
/Adult Study
9AM Sr. Choir Practice
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship

17

8:45 AM Sunday School/Adult
Study
9AM Sr. Choir Practice
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship
11 AM Memorial Committee

Monday

9-10 AM Line Dancing Beg
10-12 Noon Line Dancing
For Seniors
6:30 PM Mor. Women’s
Board – Old Conf. Rm
7 PM Stewardship- “Tim”

4

9-10 AM Line Dancing Beg
10-12 Noon Line Dancing
For Seniors

25

9-10 AM Line Dancing Beg
10-12 Noon Line Dancing
For Seniors

18

9-10 AM Line Dancing Beg
10-12 Noon Line Dancing
For Seniors

10 Daylight Saving Time Begins 11

8:45 AM Sunday School/Adult
Study
9AM Sr. Choir Practice
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship
11:30 AM Women’s
Fellowship Luncheon

3 Pretzel Sunday

Sunday

3:15-5 PM Discipleship

6 Ash Wednesday

Wednesday

Dartball All Star

26

7:30 PM Dartball Playoffs

19

7 PM E. Raiford –Gath. Rm
7:30 PM Dartball: Morv I at
UM; Trinity @ Morv II

9 AM K. Sibert

12

7:30 PM AA

6 PM Soup & Sandwich Supper
6:45 PM Worship

3:15-5 PM Discipleship

27

3:15-4:30 PM Mini
Moravians
3:15-5 PM Discipleship
5-7 PM Community Meal- EMS
6 PM Soup & Sandwich Supper
6:45 PM Worship
7:30 PM: AA

20 First Day of Spring

6 PM Soup & Sandwich Supper
6:45 PM Worship
7:30 PM: AA

1 PM Brenda Brent
3:15-5 PM Discipleship

13

7:30 PM Dartball: Trinity @ 6 PM Soup & Sandwich Supper
Mor. I; Mor. II @ St. Paul’s 6:45 PM Lenten Worship
7:30 PM: AA

5

Tuesday

28

6:30 PM Elders – “Matt.”

21

6:30 PM Trustees – “Matt”

1 PM E. Appenfeldt – Erna
K

14

6:30 PM CEC – “Matt”

10 AM Book Club – Gath.
Rm

7

Thursday

March 2019

9-11 AM Line Dancing

29

9-11 AM Line Dancing

22

9-11 AM Line Dancing

15

9-11 AM Line Dancing

8

9-11 AM Line Dancing

1

Friday

6 PM Worship

30

6 PM Worship

23

6 PM Worship

Dartball Round Robin
Tournament

16

(Turn your clocks AHEAD 1
hour tonight)

6 PM Worship

7:30 AM Men’s Breakfast

9

6 PM Worship

2

Saturday

Pretzel Sunday
will be held on Sunday,
March 3, during our
Sunday School hour.
News
While the pretzels are
baking, we will listen to the story of the pretzel
and then share fellowship time and enjoy the
fresh baked pretzels. If you take a moment to
look at the pretzel, did you know it has been
said it resembles the common prayer position
from the early 600’s? It has been written that
praying at that time consisted of folding one’s
arms over each other and across the chest, resting
the hands on the shoulders. This was a common
prayer position for the time and it may have led
to the pretzels being given as a reward to young
children when they could recite their prayers. The
breads were called “bracellae,” which in Latin
means “little arms.” Among the Germans, the
word became “bretzel.” These “bretzels” were
a common Lenten food throughout the Middle
Ages in Europe and became an all-year-round
snack in its original shape in the 19th century.
The three holes in the pretzel are also said to
represent the Holy Trinity. That was a short
version; if you would like to hear the story,
please join us on March 3. All children and
their families are welcome and encouraged to
attend this special time, as we will be entering
into the Lenten season with Ash Wednesday on
March 6. May peace be with you as we prepare
our hearts and minds for the journey to the cross.

Sunday
School

Class on Holy Communion

The 1990 Northern Provincial Synod adopted the following resolution: RESOLVED: (2)
All churches of the Moravian Church, Northern
Province, shall permit baptized children who
have made a profession of faith to be admitted to
Holy Communion upon joint request of children
and their parents/guardians and after instruction
by the Church as to the implication of partaking
of the Holy Communion.
On Sunday, April 7, at 6:00 p.m. there will
be an informational class about Holy Communion. The Moravian Church allows all baptized
children to receive Communion if they have
been through an instructional class. If you feel
your children can understand the meaning and
sacredness of Communion, please sign them up.
It is requested at least one parent accompany
any child taking the class. Please contact the
church office if attending so enough materials
can be available.
This class is open to anyone who wishes to
learn more about Holy Communion.

Reaching Out Respite

For 20 plus years the churches in our
community have provided a weekly respite for
caretakers who have the responsibility for a loved
one with some level of aging. Many people in our
community volunteer to provide a companion to
those who we are seeking to serve. Fort Hospital
covers the cost of a full-time nurse, but there is
always an ongoing need for volunteers. If you
have at least 3 hours a month and are looking
for a way to serve, please contact Jane Harberg.
If you know of someone who could use the
respite as caretaker, please tell them about this
program which is held at the Methodist Church
every Wednesday.

The Work of Our Boards

At their January meeting, the Board of Elders had a good discussion regarding the Christmas
Eve Services. Close to 500 people attended one of the three services, with the 5:30 p.m. service
having almost 300 attending. At the 7:30 p.m. service a Lovefeast was added and seemed to go over
well. At each of the services, Rich Fronek sang a verse of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” in Latin,
and Derek Sobek sang a verse of “Silent Night” in German, both from the balcony. The Senior Choir
and Handbells did a combined anthem during the 5:30 p.m. service. And a number of youth sang
“Morning Star” at each of the services. A lot of music was to be heard. The Pastor reported that at
this time there are no weddings scheduled for 2019.
The February meetings of the Board of Trustees and Board of Elders took place
after the deadline for this month’s Messenger. Highlights of those meetings may be found in the
next issue.

Shelter for the Homeless

A big thank you goes out to Donna Hinzmann, Matt Beckman, and their helpers
for preparing a great meal for the homeless men. There were many thanks sent back
from the guests at the shelter. Thank you also should go out to those who donated
the food stuffs and got them to church on time to make this meal happen. It was
a blessing to be able to fill the men’s trays with a warm, healthy meal. It was an
exceptional sloppy joe meal, including cakes, cheese, and vegetables with homemade veggie dip.
The lemonade and milk hit the spot with many of the guests.
When you see them, give thanks to the meal delivery and service team lead by Emily Wollin,
Ashley Brandel, Kenadee Orcutt, and Ava Schmidt. They were assisted by Erich Wollin, Pastor Dave
& Dina Sobek, Barb Sanft, Deb VanOmmeren, and Dave Radke. They gave their time and offered
warm smiles while delivering the meal to the men at the homeless shelter in Madison during a cold
and snowy Tuesday evening on February 12. It is estimated that they served around 130 meals.
The next time you are sitting in church, look around you with a little smile and a great deal of pride.
You are worshipping among folks who act upon the call to take care of ALL God’s children.
Those of you who might be staying in motels/hotels on mid-winter or spring mini-vacations,
spring break trips, or Easter holiday trips may want to remember the needs of the homeless men at
the shelter. They really could use any small soaps, small shampoos, etc. that you might bring back
for them. Toiletry items seem to always be a need at the shelter. Thank you for considering the
needs of these men.
From Pastor Dave: This was the first opportunity for myself and Dina to assist with this ministry. As I watched these men come through the serving line, I was thinking about how nasty the
weather was outside. I knew I would be going home to a nice warm place, but many of them would
be huddled together in one room.
There is no way to describe these people in one word. There were older men and younger men,
some surprisingly young. They were from every ethnic background. Some well-groomed, others
not so much. Some seemed to be full of energy, others appeared quite tired. I heard “thank you”
more than I count keep track of. I wished I could hear some of their stories, to better understand
how they came to be in this place and situation in life. But that was not our ministry at this time.
Our ministry was to fulfill a pressing need, hunger. I am glad I finally had the chance to go and
experience this ministry first hand.

Wish List for Tricklebee Café

The Rev Christie Melby-Gibbons will be joining us on Sunday, March 3, for worship and a
presentation for the Moravian Women following a luncheon. Tricklebee Café is a social ministry
of the Moravian Church in Milwaukee and has an ongoing need for certain items. If you are out
shopping over the next few weeks, please grab an extra item from the following list and drop it off
at the office, or bring it that Sunday.
-Rolls of parchment paper
-Rolls of masking tape
-Large cans of organic black beans
-Rolls of clear packaging tape
-Large cans of organic garbanzo beans
-Scratch paper (we cut up discarded paper—
-Organic Stevia packets
that’s plain on one side—to make our
-Boxes of tissues
menu inserts and meal tickets...unused
(preferably with earthy themed boxes)
bulletin covers are great for this!)
Thank You!

Volunteer Opportunity

Fort Memorial Hospital invites our church members to experience the personal satisfaction of
being a hospital volunteer as part of the Fort HealthCare Partners Organization. The hospital is in
need of more volunteers to assist with services in many different areas. Just by volunteering a few
hours a month, you will be able to learn about the field of medicine, gaining new experiences and
new skills. It’s an education, a proven way of meeting interesting people, and it’s FUN! You will
enjoy personal satisfaction in helping others. Flexible scheduling, even for snowbirds!
Call Kari Behling, Volunteer Services Manager, at 920-568-5276 for more information on
becoming a hospital volunteer. You will be glad you did!
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Moravian Women’s Conference

Women, are you planning on attending the Women’s Conference in Winston Salem in June?
Information about the conference can be found on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board. The Western
District Christian Education Committee has approved $100 for all women in the Western District
who want to attend. If you are attending, contact Jane Harberg so a check can be issued to help
cover your costs.
STAFF
Hours - Monday - Friday: 9-12 & 1-4

Email: office@lakemillsmoravianchurch.org
Rev. David Sobek - Pastor...........................................................Office 920-648-5412
Rev. John Baumann - Visitation Pastor........................................Home 920-648-2943
Nikki Lawson - Administrative Assistant.......................................Office 920-648-5412
Mary Bade - Financial Administrator ............................................Office 920-648-5412
Cora Rund - Organist...................................................................Home 608-752-8490
Jerry Jenkins - Senior Choir Director ...........................................Home 414-281-9151
Kathy Wendt - Hand Bell Director.................................................Home 920-728-1101
Mia Wollin - Sunday School Superintendent................................Home 920-253-5430
Sue Trumpf - Sunday School Secretary.......................................Home 920-723-9386
Jo Stokes - Parish Nurse .............................................................Home 608-513-2335
Mary Bade - Editor........................................................................Home 920-648-3267

Board Members
Board of Elders
Sue Conrad (2019)................................. 648-3148
Robert Oestreicher .....................(2019) 648-8460
Sue Trumpf (2020)........................... 920-723-9386
Dewey Latsch (2020)....................... 920-988-9162
Anna Hoyt (2020)................................... 648-5559
Jackie Frey (2021)........................... 608-513-6237
Jane Berg (2021)............................. 920-648-2003

Board of Trustees
Greg Tubbs (2019).......................... 920-253-7215
Shannon Yahn (2019)...................... 920-397-2254
Mike Nebel (2020)........................... 262-565-8226
Mike Durant (2020).......................... 608-837-5662
Mike Miller (2020)............................ 920-988-2487
Adam Lawson (2021)...................... 920-723-5599
Wayne Staff (2021).......................... 920-253-6306

COMING IN APRIL 2019:
April 1 – Baumann/Behling/Seminary/
General Scholarship applications DUE
(letters to be sent out March 1)
April 3 – Soup & Sandwich Supper and
Lenten Worship Service
April 9 – Madison Homeless Shelter
April 10 –Last Soup & Sandwich Supper
April 13 – Men’s Breakfast
April 14 - 19 – Palm Sunday & Holy Week
Reading Services
April 17 – Mini Moravians
April 17 – Community Meal at EMS
April 19 – Ecumenical Good Friday Service

Our Worship Services may be
seen on Analog Channel 98
or Digital Channel 994
on Wednesdays at 7:20 a.m.,
12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Thursdays at 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Deadline for the April 2019
Messenger will be Tuesday,

March 19, 2019

Please email your articles to
Mary Bade, mmbade@charter.net.

