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The MESSENGER
To glorify God, we invite all to grow as faithful disciples and to share in the love,
grace and ministry of Jesus Christ by serving the church, community and world.
Discussions with Dave

Darkness

I’m sure by now you have noticed the days are getting shorter.  Darkness has begun falling upon
the land shortly after 6:00 p.m.  I have wondered at times why God didn’t give us a better ability to
see in the dark since we seem to spend a great deal of time in it.  This becomes quite apparent to me
when I walk across the parking lot and backyard in the dark.  As there is no good light source, this
becomes quite an adventure at times.  “Take a flashlight,” you say.  I think the same thing when it’s
already too late.
Some people have a bad fear of the dark.  There is a reason many of the horror movies take place
in the dark, it makes them that much scarier.  I believe it is the sense of the unknown that frightens
us.  In the darkness we cannot see what is out there in front of us.  There are dangers that lie out
there unseen.
When I was in Jamaica in 1995 on a mission trip I experienced extreme darkness.  There are
few yard lights out in the back country.  Riding along in a car at night with the only lights being the
headlights was much different than here.  Looking out the window as we went all I saw was black.  
We came around a corner and there was a man standing at the side of the road.  Most of us let out a
gasp as if we had seen a ghost.
The unknown makes most of us a little nervous.  Wondering how we did on our driving test.
Wondering how we are going to pay for Christmas gifts.  Wondering what giving birth will feel like
and how much it might hurt.  Wondering if we brushed and flossed enough to avoid dental problems.  
Waiting and wondering what we will hear from our doctor.  A friend is frightened of the unknown
as he approaches death due to cancer.
Trust is not an absence of fear.  There are some who feel if you believe in God all your fears
will melt away.  Does that mean if you are fearful you have no faith?  I believe we can have great
faith and still be afraid, nervous, stressed.  Our faith in our God allows us to deal with the problems,
not take them away.  Trusting in God to give us strength to get through the scary times of our lives
is faith.  When the darkness seems to be surrounding and overtaking us, God can be the calming
influence.  
I believe I have a strong faith.  But I bet I’ll probably jump this Saturday when the Youth Group
goes to the corn maze and something comes out of the darkness at me!
						
Pastor Dave Sobek

Elections Church Council

We will have an elections Church Council
meeting on Sunday, November 26, immediately
following worship.  The purpose of the meeting
is to elect three Trustees, three Elders, and one
member of the Christian Education Committee,
as well as our delegates to the 2018 Northern
Province Synod.  All confirmed communicant
members of our congregation are eligible to
vote.
Please plan to join us for this important
meeting.

Book Club

This month’s book is “The Other
Side of Midnight” by Sidney Sheldon.  
The group will meet on Thursday, November 2 at 10:00 a.m. in the Gathering
Room.  All are welcome!

Southern Wisconsin
Moravians for Mission

Mark your calendar and plan to attend “An
Afternoon for Mission” on Sunday, November 5,
at 2:00 p.m. at the Watertown Moravian Church,
510 Cole St., Watertown  Southern Wisconsin
Moravians for Mission is excited to hear from
Deb Fischer and Jeff Mallach about their recent
trip to Peru. Great things are happening in Peru,
and Jeff and Deb will share their experience.  
Bring a friend and plan on staying after their
presentation for refreshments.

Community Thanksgiving
Service

The Lake Mills Moravian Church will be
hosting this year’s Ecumenical Thanksgiving
Service on Monday, November 20, at 7:00 p.m.  
Please join us as we join with congregations from
town to give thanks to our God for the blessings
of life!

Holy Communion

Our next opportunity for
Holy Communion will be November 12 & 13, as we gather to remember the
announcement of Jesus Christ as our Chief Elder  
We hope you are able to join us for this time of
communion.

Market Day

Market Day is October 28
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. All room
chairs and committees are busy getting
ready for the day. If you would like a home
delivery of the Swiss steak dinner, please call
the church office at 648-5412 by 4 p.m. on
Friday, October 27. This year with fewer
rooms the Moravian Women are looking
forward to a successful day. Next month’s
issue will bring you a report. With God’s
blessings it will a beautiful day!  

Pig Roast!

Save the date and your
appetite!!
The Annual Pig Roast
sponsored by the Stewardship / Outreach Committee will be held on Saturday, November 4.  
Serving will begin at 3:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m.  
Pork sandwich dinners will be $10 and hot dog
dinners $4.  Dinners will include a beverage and
dessert. Carry-outs will also be available.  
David Drake will be returning again for
our listening pleasure!   David is a Wisconsin
troubadour who believes that we need to gather
family and friends and take time to share a tune.
We are asking for monetary donations
towards the purchase of Christmas hams that
will be donated to the Lake Mills Food Pantry
to help families in need. Please take donations
to the church office marked “Christmas hams”
no later than December 13.  
Your support will enable the Stewardship/
Outreach committee to continue to help our
community and beyond.

Daylight Savings
Time Ends
November 5
Make sure you set your clocks
back one hour Saturday night, November 4th.

The Work of Our Boards

Meeting Our Financial Responsibilities

The Board of Elders  met on Thursday,
September 28.  Following are highlights of
that meeting:
•  discussion of the wedding policy.
•  discussion about Stewardship services
•  discussed the Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service to be held here this year
•  made plans for Firefighter Sunday
•   Discipleship classes and the Discipleship
Retreat were discussed.

September 30, 2017 (Actual)
Budget as of September 30

Income & Expense as of 9/30/2017 - Five Year Comparison
Jan-Sept

The Board of Elders October meeting
took place after the deadline for this issue.  
Highlights of that meeting can be found in
next month’s Messenger.
The Board of Trustees  met on Thursday,
October 12. Following are highlights of that
meeting:
•  the treasurer’s report was received and accepted.  
•  purchasing a new phone switch was approved,
pending funding.
•  we approved installation of a television wall
mount in the Timothy Room by a qualified
installer.
•  one bid for replacement of the Madison Street
steps has been received; additional bids are
being sought.
•  we accepted a bid to replace the outside kitchen
entrance door.
•  a bid from Schweighardt Concrete for snowplowing was accepted.
•  the new website is up and running.
•  Fall Clean-up Day was rescheduled to Sunday, November 12, immediately following
worship.
•  we approved the purchase of firewall hardware
from Badgerland Computers.

Income

Expense

FUNERALS:  We extend our sympathy to the
family of Charleen Kruwell, who passed away
September 29. Her funeral service was held in
our sanctuary on Monday, October 9.  We also
extend our sympathy to the family of Carl Martin,
who passed away October 11. His visitation and
funeral services were held in our sanctuary on
Thursday, October 19.
THANK YOU’s: October has been a busy
month and a special THANK YOU to all of
our office volunteers with the Messenger and
bulletin. A very special THANK YOU to all of
the volunteers that helped fill in while Nikki was
out of the office. THANK YOU to everyone who
helped prepare for Market Day!
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES:  November 4
– Barbara Albrecht; November 10 – Mae Bryant,
Shorty Shoemaker; November 28 – Robert Jahn.

Men’s Fellowship

Mark your calendars for the annual Men’s
Fellowship Retreat to be held at Mt. Morris on the
weekend of February 23, 24 & 25, 2018.  More
information will follow in future newsletters.
Our next Men’s Breakfast will be on Saturday, November 11, at 7:30 a.m.

Difference

2017

$ 179,114.86

$ 202,838.09

$ (23,723.23)

2016

$ 195,159.03

$ 208,931.50

$ (13,772.47)

2015

$ 200,865.74

$ 232,614.08

$ (31,748.34)

2014

$ 214,610.85

$ 239,614.87

$ (25,004.02)

2013

$ 229,584.25

$ 243,141.71

$ (13,557.46)

Mary Bade,  Treasurer

Meals on Wheels

Adult Bible Study

We wish to thank the following members and
friends for delivering Meals on Wheels recently:  Kay Behling, Shirley Metzker, Bev Stelse,
Anna Hoyt, Roger Hoffman, Wayne and Lucille
Engsberg, Jane Harberg, Pam Krueger, and Barb
Sanft.  Our next delivery period is December 22
to January 5, 2018.
Our annual Christmas coffee hour will be
held at the UCC church on Tuesday, December
5, at 9:30 a.m.  Everyone who participates in this
service is invited to attend.   Please call Laura
Dresen at 648-2076 if you have any questions.

    If you would like to think
about the text that Pastor Dave
is going to preach on before
worship, then the Adult Bible Study offers you
that opportunity.  This month the following passages will be discussed:  1 Kings 5:1-5, 8:1-13;
1 Kings 19:1-18; Amos 1:1-2, 5:14-15, 21-24;
Isaiah 9:1-7; and Jeremiah 29:1,4-14.
     No previous study is required.  Come and
join us for coffee and discussion at 8:45 a.m. on
Sunday mornings in the Timothy Room.

November Servants

DIENERS: Todd & Tammy Messmer: 920-648-3726

In the Life of the
Congregation

$237,334.14

Total Income as of September 30: $179,114.86
Total Expenses:
202,838.09  
Difference (Needed) YTD
($ 23,723.23)

Date

11/4
11/5
11/11
11/12
11/18
11/19
11/25
11/26

Date

Service

6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.

Service

11/4
11/5
11/11
11/12
11/18
11/19
11/25
11/26

Date
Nov. 4/5
Nov. 11/12
Nov. 18/19
Nov. 25/26

Front Entrance

Connie Oestreicher
Don Frey
Barb Strauss
Terry Streich
Barb Zastrow
Dorothy Hartwig
Shirley Hofer
Anna Hoyt

GREETERS

Fellowship Hall Bell Tower

Mary Cromey
Dorothy Hartwig
Tom Strauss
Pam Streich
Glenn Zastrow
Bill Hartwig
Peter Berg
Diane Fronek

USHERS

Date

USHERS

6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.

SORTERS: Dawn Klecker & Shannon Yahn

Dave Wendt
Stewart Masche
Paul Crossman
Dan Piper
Bob Hoyt
Todd Messmer
Mike Denzin
Bob Hinzmann

11/4
11/5
11/11
11/12
11/18
11/19
11/25
11/26

Bob Oestreicher
Bill Hartwig
STUDENT
Connie Manske
Myrtle Masche
Bill Kiessling
Jane Berg
Bob Hoyt

Wendy Brockert
NEED VOLUNTEER
Linda Kutzke
Nikki Lawson

Jackie Frey
Ken Manske
Erna Kiessling
Don Frey

LAY READERS

Service

NURSERY SCHEDULE

Saturday, 6:00 P.M.

Lower Level

6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.

Reader(s)
Marylin Meyer
Mary Bade
Dave McFarlane
John Baumann
Wayne Staff
Sue Conrad
Cindy Fahney
Beth Denzin

Sunday, 10:00 A.M.

Mia Wollin
Lisa Garvan
Diane McFarlane
Teresa Holzhueter

Kathy Wollin
Heather Graham
Tracy Brandel
Samantha Meister

The past few weeks
our children have
been studying a new
curriculum based
on the lectionary.  
Since the date of the
church’s Market Day was changed to October 28,
the children got together on October 22 to make
“Recipes In A Jar” to help support our annual
Adopt-A-Family project.  We once again will
make Friendship Soup and new this year is an
M & M cookie mix.  We would like to extend
a BIG THANK YOU to everyone who donated
ingredients.  As of this writing, we will be selling
our “Recipes In A Jar” at the annual Market Day
on October 28.   
    On Sunday, November 12, the children are
scheduled to sing during our 10:00 a.m. worship
service.  On November 19, we will have another
opportunity to help support our Adopt-A-Family
project as we make and sell our pies.   Please
read the separate article located in this month’s
Messenger for more information on the pie sale.  
    We will begin our Christmas program practices on Sunday, November 26.  Thanksgiving
Blessings to one and all!

Mini-Moravian News!

Our faithful group of Moravians who are
not as large as Pastor Dave will be meeting on
Wednesday, November 15, right after school
until 4:30.  Children 4 years old through the 4th
Grade are invited to join us!  Please make sure
you send a note with your children to school
that day so they can ride in the church van from
school to MM’s.  Also let the church office know
so Pastor Dave knows who he is picking up.

Mt. Morris Fund Development

What happens when a group wants to use
the cabins but there is no room in Arrowhead
for their program?   They do not sign up and
income is lost.   What happens if it rains all
week and Arrowhead is being used for camp
programs and eating?  There is a reshuffling of
tables and chairs to allow for a cramped space
for recreation.  What happens if there are three
groups on site and all of them want the camp to
provide the meals? The staff has to carry all the
food to one of the areas or groups meet in the
crowded chapel and hurry eating.
This past week we had this situation with
the Mt. Morris Board meeting, and the only
saving grace was that one group didn’t want
the camp to serve their food. The fund drive
currently underway is a much-needed drive to
provide additional space in order to maximize
the numbers of groups that can be served and
then increase the revenue. If you haven’t made
a pledge, please consider doing so now. See Jane
Harberg for more information or invite her to
meet with you.  

Our Worship Services may be
seen on Analog Channel 98
or Digital Channel 994
on Wednesdays at 7:20 a.m.,
12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Thursdays at 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.

Madison Shelter for Homeless Men

Donna Hinzmann, Matt Beckman, and Bob Hinzmann prepared a very nice spaghetti
dinner for homeless men at the shelter in Madison.  It was a chilly, rainy evening on
Tuesday, October 10, when the Lake Mills Moravian Church filled the bellies of 80-90
guests at the shelter that evening.  God bless all of you for what you do for those in
need.
The meal delivery/service team was Deb VanOmmeren, Sue Trumpf, Dave Radke, Robyn Davison, Steve Brockert, Mark Zager, and Kevin Klockow.  The service team accepted many heartfelt
thanks from the guests at the shelter and would like to pass them on to all who donated parts of the
meal and to our cookers.  
The men always appreciate a nice hot meal after a windy/rainy day out on the streets.  The
members of our church family who donated parts of the meal deserve many, many thanks for their
support of this ministry.
The Madison Homeless Shelter ministry has a separate fund within the church for those who
want to donate money towards the purchase of items that are needed for the preparation of meals.  
The meal preparation team is planning a special holiday ham meal for the guests at the Homeless
Shelter on December 12.  Donna plans to order hams from Jones Dairy Farm in Fort Atkinson for
this meal.  Hopefully there will be funding so we can try to make their holidays a little better.  Please
make sure any donation towards the homeless fund comes after you have made your regular donation
to our church.  The homeless ministry should not divert monies away from the regular church budget
needs.
Many who travel have been making a point of bringing back unused motel soaps, shampoos,
etc. for the homeless men.  They really appreciate all the thoughtful gifts.  Our next trip will be on
December 12.

Angel Tree

Angel Tree time is
coming!  The tree will be
up on Saturday and Sunday,
December 2 & 3, and on
December 9 & 10.  Delivery
of the gifts can be made on December 16 & 17.  
Angel Tree is a program that buys Christmas
presents for children of inmates.  Pick an angel
from the tree that shows the child’s name, age,
and Christmas wish. Return the wrapped present
to the tree or church office by Dec. 15.  When
you take an angel, please sign the register so we
know which child you are helping.
This year I will need people to deliver the
gifts and someone to take over the program next
year if we are to continue.  Is God calling you
to help? If you can help or have any questions.
Please call Pat Yahn at 648-2809.

Goodie Boxes

   The CEC committee gathered on Thursday
evening, October 5, and packed 10 boxes for
our college students who live away from home.  
They received MANY goodies and we would like
to thank everyone for their generous support to
this fantastic ministry!  

Luminaries for Sale

The CEC will be selling luminaries for our
Christmas Eve services, to adorn the outside of
our church as well as the inside.  In case you
do not know what luminaries are, they are white
bags with a candle inside. The bags used outside
will have real beeswax candles, while the bags
inside will have battery operated candles. Each
bag may be given in “memory of” or “honor
of” a loved one, friend, or even a pet.  You may
purchase your luminaries for $5.00 each beginning November 12 through December 17. The
luminary forms will be inserted in the weekly
bulletins for your convenience.  Proceeds will
go to our Members Assistance Fund. Please
help our Moravian Block glow once again this
Christmas, inside and out!!   Any questions,
please contact Sue Trumpf at 920-723-9386.  
Thank you for your support.

Contact
Information Updates

      If you have any address, phone number, email,
or other changes, please update your information
with the church office–including current addresses for any college students or military persons in
your family.  Please keep in mind how important
it is to update your personal information, so we
can keep our records up to date, and so we can
stay connected with our members.
     We also are here to serve you and your family
when there is a need.  We can’t always know what
your needs are if you don’t let us know, though.  
Privacy rules prevent hospitals from calling the
church when a member is admitted, so please call
the office when a visit is desired or if you’d like
the prayer chains to have information.  It will
also be very helpful if a family member contacts
us when your loved one is discharged from the
hospital or moved to another facility.  

Sunday School Pie Sale

     The Sunday School will
once again be selling pies
for $10.00 each, with proceeds going to our annual
Adopt-A-Family program.  
We will have order forms
available within the bulletins, beginning October 28 and running through November 12.  
This year we will be offering pecan, pumpkin,
banana cream, coconut cream, and apple pies.  
If possible, please pay when the order is placed,
making the checks payable to the Lake Mills
Moravian Church and under the memo, please
write “SS Pies.”  Payment at time of pick up is
also accepted.  The pies will be made on Sunday,
November 19, and will be available for pick up
after 10:00 a.m. that day.
     If you do not care for pies but would like to
support this important ministry, we are accepting donations of pecan halves, canola oil, flour,
sugar, and of course monetary donations are also
welcome.  Thank you in advance for supporting
this very important ministry!

8:45 AM Sunday
School/Discipleship
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship
11 AM Elections Church Coun.
1:30 PM Advent Choir Reh.

26

9-10 AM Line Dancing
10-12 Noon Senior Line
Dancing

27

7 PM Ecumenical
Thanksgiving Service

9-10 AM Line Dancing
10-12 Noon Senior Line
Dancing

20

19

8:45 AM Sunday
School/Discipleship
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship
1:30 PM Advent Choir Reh.

9-10 AM Line Dancing
10-12 Noon Senior Line
Dancing

13

7 PM Moravian Women
Board—Old Conference Rm

9-10 AM Line Dancing
10-12 Noon Senior Line
Dancing

6

Monday

8:45 AM Sunday
School/Discipleship
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship/Holy Comm.
11 AM Fall Clean Up
1:30 PM Advent Choir Reh.

12

8:45 AM Sunday
School/Discipleship
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship
1:30 PM Advent Choir Reh.

5

Sunday

29
7 PM Sr. Choir Practice
7:30 PM AA

7:30 PM Dartball: Morv I @
Newville & Trinity @ Morv
II

7:30 PM AA

28

7:30 PM Dartball: St. Pauls
@ Morv I & Morv II @ UM

NO Sr Choir Practice

22

5-7 PM Community Meal @
EMS
7 PM Sr Choir Practice
7:30 PM AA

7 PM E. Raiford –Gathering
Room; Jean Osborne
7:30 PM Dartball: Morv I @
Trinity & St. Pauls @ Morv
II

21

3:15-4:30 PM Mini-Moravians

15

7 PM Sr. Choir Practice
7:30 PM AA

1 PM Brenda Brent

8

7 PM Sr Choir Practice
7:30 PM AA

1

Wednesday

9 AM K. Sibert

14

7:30 PM Dartball: UM @
Morv I & Newville @ Morv
II

7 Election Day

Tuesday

6:30 PM Joint Board

30

OFFICE CLOSED

23 THANKSGIVING

6:30 PM Elders – “Matt.”
7 PM Stewardship/Outreach

16

7 PM Trustees—“Matt.”

1 PM E. Appenfeldt- Doris S.

9

6:30 PM CEC—“Matt”

10 AM Book Club - Gathering
Room

2

Thursday

November 2017

24
OFFICE
CLOSED

9-12 Noon Line Dancing

17

9-12 Noon Line Dancing

10

9-12 Noon Line Dancing

3

Friday

6 PM Worship

25

6 PM Worship

18

6 PM Worship & Holy
Communion

7:30 AM Men’s Breakfast

11

Turn your clocks BACK ONE
HOUR tonight!!!!

3:30-5:30 PM Pig Roast
6 PM Worship

4

Saturday
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Return Service Requested

Dieners

‘Tis the season for candle wrapping!!  We will gather after church on Sunday, December 10,
for a meeting and candle wrapping.  Anyone interested in learning how to wrap beeswax candles
is welcome.  Dieners will have a chance to sign up for a month they would like to set up for communion and which Christmas Eve service they would like to serve candles.  You don’t have to be a
Diener to sign up to help serve candles on Christmas Eve.  There will be three services:  3:30, 5:30
and 7:30 p.m.
STAFF
Hours - Monday - Friday: 9-12 & 1-4
Rev. David Sobek - Pastor...........................................................Office 920-648-5412
Rev. John Baumann - Visitation Pastor........................................Home 920-648-2943
Nikki Lawson - Administrative Assistant.......................................Office 920-648-5412
Tyler Pimm - Organist/Handbell Director/Praise Band Director....Home 608-290-8057
Jerry Jenkins - Senior Choir Director ...........................................Home 414-281-9151
Mia Wollin - Sunday School Superintendent................................Home 920-253-5430
Heidi Wendorf - Sunday School Superintendent..........................Home 920-988-1825
Sue Trumpf - Sunday School Secretary.......................................Home 920-723-9386
Jo Stokes - Parish Nurse .............................................................Home 608-513-2335
Mary Bade - Editor........................................................................Home 920-648-3267

Board Members
Board of Elders
Shirley Hofer (2017)........................ 920-648-2776
Barb Sanft (2017)............................ 920-648-8136
Mary Behm-Spiegler (2017)............ 920-650-7159
Rich Fronek (2018).......................... 608-669-0970
Wendy Roloff (2018)........................ 920-699-8445
Sue Conrad (2019).......................... 920-648-3148
Robert Oestreicher (2019)............... 920-648-8460

Board of Trustees
Aaron Crossman (2017).................. 920-650-0224
Dawn Klecker (2017)....................... 920-699-3144
Erich Wollin (2017).......................... 920-648-2511
Warren Krueger (2018).................... 920-723-7888
Greg Wescott (2018)....................... 920-945-0103
Greg Tubbs (2019).......................... 920-253-7215
Shannon Yahn (2019)...................... 920-397-2254

COMING IN DECEMBER, 2017:
December 3 – Advent Concert
December 4 – Unity Prayer Watch
December 10 – Dieners’ Lunch &
Candle wrapping
December 16 – Sunday School
Christmas Program
December 17, 24 & 31 – NO Sunday School
December 24 – Christmas Eve Candlelight
Services – 3:30, 5:30 & 7:30 p.m.
December 25 – 9:00 AM Worship
December 31 – 4-6:00 PM New Year’s Eve
Communion Service

ip Times
Worsh
Saturday – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School – 8:45 a.m.
Sunday – 10:00 a.m.

Deadline for the December
Messenger will be November 20.
Please email your articles to Mary
Bade, mmbade@charter.net.

