January 2018

The MESSENGER
To glorify God, we invite all to grow as faithful disciples and to share in the love,
grace and ministry of Jesus Christ by serving the church, community and world.
Discussions with Dave

The New Year is upon us. It seems to be the time when many people feel they can get a new
start at life. Some make resolutions to get in shape, live healthier, grow in some new way, volunteer
at church, or give more of themselves to help others. Resolutions are much easier to make than to
keep. According to one survey only around 9 percent of people who make New Year’s resolutions
were successful in achieving their goals. But on a good note, according to a study in the Journal
of Clinical Psychology, those who set New Year’s resolutions are 10 times more likely to actually
change their behavior than people who don’t make these yearly goals.
So what can you do to make a change in your life for the better and achieve it?
1. Choose a specific, realistic goal. Do not resolve to “lose weight” or “pray more.” Ambiguous
goals don’t do well. Commit to losing 10 pounds or praying for 5 minutes each morning. Pick a
concrete, achievable goal and plan how to accomplish it.
2. Pick one resolution. Ever look into a stuffed garage or closet and close the door because you
don’t know where to start? Taking on too much at once causes problems. Focusing your efforts on
a specific goal helps to achieve it.
3. Don’t wait until the last minute. Planning is one thing I don’t do as well as I think I should. It
is very difficult to tackle a major behavior change. If you want to spend time reading the Bible or
Daily Text, it means planning when that will take place during the course of a day. Otherwise when
faced with obstacles you might just give up. Write down your goal, make a list of things you can
do to achieve it, and note the difficulties you might face.
4. Start with small steps. No one starts running a marathon in a week. Making over-dramatic
changes to your life will cause problems. Focus on tiny steps (planning) that will help you stick to
your new habits and ultimately make the change you want.
5. Remember that change is a process. No one began life at 300 pounds. Our habits take years
to develop. They cannot be changed in a matter of days, weeks, or months. The finish line is the
rest of your life.
6. Keep working at it. By February, many people have lost that initial spark they felt back on
January 1. Keep remembering why you are working toward your goal. If your plan is not working,
maybe develop a new plan.
7. Know you have support. One of my friends attempted to stop drinking alcohol. Unfortunately, his
world had revolved around it for years and almost everyone he knew or was related to drank heavily.
He had little support in his brave attempt to make this change. But there is support if you know
where to look for it. We can pray for God’s help, but God will not do it without effort on our part.
Now I realize this “Discussions with Dave” does not seem to be filled with all the theological
intrigue you may have become used to in this column. Perhaps I could have thrown a few more
churchy resolutions in like coming to worship more, or giving more to the church, etc. Our early
Moravian brothers and sisters believed it was difficult to bring people to know Christ when their
bellies were empty. If we are healthy in body, mind, and spirit, I believe we can be more open to
the Call of Christ. May God bless 2018 to be a year of positive change for you.
						

Men’s Fellowship

The Men’s Fellowship chicken carryout
dinner will be Wednesday, January 31, 2018. The
menu includes half a chicken, vegetable, bread,
and dessert. The price is $8.00 in advance and
$10.00 at the door. Pick-ups will be available
from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.
The Men’s Retreat at Mt. Morris will take
place February 23-25, 2018. Rev. Dave Sobek
will be the facilitator for the weekend.
Our next breakfast will be Saturday, January
13, at 7:30 a.m.

Pastor Dave Sobek

New Year’s Eve
Holy Communion

End 2017 with an encounter with your Lord!
On Monday, December 31, there will be a New
Year’s Eve Communion Service. At 4:00 p.m.
Pastor Dave will consecrate the elements. You
may come anytime from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.
to take communion. You are invited to come, sit
and spend some time with your Lord in prayer,
and when ready, approach the Communion Table
to receive the bread and cup from Pastor Dave.

Opportunities
for Communion

In addition to the
special New Year’s Eve
Communion Service, we will gather for Holy
Communion on January 6 and 7 as we celebrate
Epiphany. We hope you will join us!

2017 Annual Report Articles

Remember 2017 annual report articles are
due January 3, 2018, and financials as soon as
possible. Thank you for your help!!!!

Annual Church
Council Meeting

We will gather for our
annual Church Council
meeting (the business meeting of the church) at around noon on Sunday,
January 28, following worship and a camp
promotion meal. Please plan to join us as we
review reports from 2017, review the financial
picture of the congregation, and look at and
adopt a budget for 2018. We hope you are able
to join us for this important meeting!

Stewardship/Outreach

Heartfelt thanks...
We received enough money to purchase 100
hams for all who came through the food pantry
this Christmas. Once again you gave so freely
in support of our ministry and annual endeavor
to provide a Christmas ham to each family.
“You will be enriched in every way so
that you can be generous on every occasion,
and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving.”
2 Corinthians 9:11

ip Times
Worsh
Saturday – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School – 8:45 a.m.
Sunday – 10:00 a.m.

Meeting
Our Financial
Responsibilities
November 30, 2017 (Actual)
Budget as of November 30:

$290,075.06

Actual Income as of Nov. 30:
$223,044.71
Actual Expenses as of Nov. 30: 251,561.14
Difference YTD
($ 28,516.43)
		

Mary Bade,

Treasurer

The Work of Our Boards
The Board of Trustees met on Thursday,
December 14. Following are highlights of
that meeting:
• the treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved.
• recommendations from the Memorial Committee were approved.
• the status of several projects around the church
was reviewed.
• we voted to accept the Harms Insurance proposal
for 2018 insurance coverage for the church.
• Pastor Dave’s 2018 elections for medical
flexible spending and parsonage allowance
was approved.
• Trustee president Greg Wescott reflected on
accomplishments in 2017 and thanked the
outgoing board members--Aaron Crossman,
Dawn Klecker, and Erich Wollin--for their
work over the last three years.
TheBoard of Elders December meeting
took place after the deadline for this issue.
Highlights of that meeting can be found in
next month’s Messenger.

In the Life of the
Congregation
FUNERAL: We extend our sympathy to the
family of Heather (Beckman) Pancratz, whose
memorial service was held December 16 in our
sanctuary.
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES: January
19 – Donald Hein; January 22 – Bea Nadler.

Mid-Winter Retreat

The annual Mid-Winter Retreat for those in
grade 9 through age 21 is soon upon us! It will be
held February 2-4, 2018, at Watertown Moravian
Church. Youth can register and pay the $45 registration fee by visiting www.wdcamping.com.
The weekend will be a time of “Faith & Fun” as
the group joins in several service projects, times
of devotion, and games and fellowship. This is a
great event to see old camp friends, meet some
people if you have never been to a youth event
in the district before, and of course, to invite as
many of your friends as you would like!
If you have any questions, please email RYC
Advisor Justin Rabbach (justin@moravianmission.org).

Contribution Guidelines For 2017 Taxes
*Checks written in December 2017 and deposited in the mail and postmarked in December 2017
but not received by the church until January 2018............................................... Report for 2017
*Checks written in December 2017 and deposited in the mail in December 2017, but not postmarked
until January 2018 and not received by the church until January 2018................ Report for 2018
*Checks written in December 2017 and deposited in church offering
in January 2018..................................................................................................... Report for 2018
*Checks written and deposited in church offering in January 2018 but “back dated” to December
2017...................................................................................................................... Report for 2018
*Checks written and deposited in church offering in December 2017 but “post-dated” to January
2018...................................................................................................................... Report for 2018
Important: To ensure the deductibility of your church contributions, please do not file your 2017
income tax return until you know you have received a written acknowledgment of your contributions
from the church. Some of your contributions may not be tax-deductible if you file your tax return
before receiving a written acknowledgment of your contribution from the church.

2017 Contribution Statements will be ready (hopefully!) January 13/14.
100 WOMEN

Marquardt Village has developed a new program designed for teams of four women to participate
in a fund raising endeavor that allows the women to make the decisions on how the money they
give will be spent. Social in nature, each member of the team will be asked to donate $25 four times
a year ($100 a year). At the quarterly meeting, three projects will be proposed and the women in
attendance will get to choose which project they wish to support. Marquardt Village is a full service
retirement community under the sponsorship of the Moravian Church. If you want more information,
please contact Jane Harberg or look for more info on the bulletin board.

January Servants
DIENERS: Kim & Wayne Staff

(K) 920-253-6303 (W) 920-253-6306

SORTERS: Erich Wollin & Greg Tubbs

Date

Jan 6
Jan 7
Jan 13
Jan 14
Jan 20
Jan 21
Jan 27
Jan 28

Date
Jan 6
Jan 7
Jan 13
Jan 14
Jan 20
Jan 21
Jan 27
Jan 28

Date
Jan 7
Jan 14
Jan 21
Jan 28

Service

Front Entrance

6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.

Service

Anna Hoyt
Bill Hartwig
Carl Kutzke
Diane Fronek
Bob Hoyt
Bob Hinzmann
Connie Oestreicher
Glenn Zastrow

GREETERS

Fellowship Hall Bell Tower

STUDENT
Greg Wescott
STUDENT
Shirley Hofer
Anna Hoyt
Cindy Miller
Andrea Geyer
Samantha Meister

USHERS

USHERS

6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.

Date

Bob Hoyt
Todd Messmer
Mike Denzin
Bob Hinzmann
Ken Manske
Dave Wendt
Stewart Masche
Paul Crossman

Jan 6
Jan 7
Jan 13
Jan 14
Jan 20
Jan 21
Jan 27
Jan 28

Bob Hoyt
Mary Wescott
Linda Kutzke
Kathy Wollin
Marylin Meyer
Donna Hinzmann
Bob Oestreicher
Shirley Hofer

There will be no
Saturday evening nursery
until further notice.

Dorothy Hartwig
Ed Wollin
Mike Miller
Barbara Zastrow

LAY READERS

Service

6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00 A.M.

NURSERY SCHEDULE

Saturday, 6:00 P.M.

Lower Level

Reader(s)
Dave McFarlane
Deb Van Ommeren
Marylin Meyer
Pat Yahn
Diane McFarlane
Mary Bade
Bob Oestreicher
John Baumann

Sunday, 10:00 A.M.

Kay Frey
Julie Renz
Kim Peterson
Teresa Holzhueter

Katelyn Frey
Jean Osborne
Ryan Peterson
Shannon Yahn

New Year’s Day

22

28

8:30 AM Adult Study
8:45 AM Sunday School &
Discipleship
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship
11 AM Camp Promotion
Brunch
Following Brunch: Church
Council

9-10 AM Line Dancing Begin.
10 AM–12 Noon Line Dancing
for Seniors

29

9-10 AM Line Dancing Begin.
10 AM–12 Noon Line Dancing
for Seniors

21

8:30 AM Adult Study
8:45 AM Sunday School &
Discipleship
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10:00 AM Worship
1-4 PM Pre-Synod Meeting

9-10 AM Line Dancing Begin.
10 AM–12 Noon Line Dancing
for Seniors

15

NO Moravian Women’s Board

9-10 AM Line Dancing Begin.
10 AM–12 Noon Line Dancing
for Seniors

8

NO Line Dancing

1

Monday

8:30 AM Adult Study
8:45 AM Sunday School &
Discipleship
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship

14

8:30 AM Sunday School
Welcome Back Breakfast
8:45 AM Sunday School/Disc.
9 AM Fellowship Hour
10 AM Worship/Holy
Communion

7

Sunday

7:30 PM Dartball: Mor. I @
Trinity; St. Paul’s @ Mor. II

30

7:30 PM Dartball: U. Meth.
@ Mor. I; Mor. II @
Newville

23

7:00 PM Stewardship/
Outreach- “Matt”
7:30 PM Dartball: Mor. I @
Mor. II

16

7:30 PM Dartball: Newville
@ Mor. I; Mor. II @ Trinity

NO E. Raiford Circle

9 AM Kim Sibert

9

7:30 PM Dartball: Mor.I @
St. Paul’s; U. Meth. @ Mor.
II

2

Tuesday

7:00 PM Senior Choir
7:30 PM AA

4:30-7 PM Men’s Fellowship
Carryout Chicken Dinner

31

7:00 PM Senior Choir
7:30 PM AA

24

3:15-4:30 PM Mini Moravians
5-7 PM Community Meal at
EMS building
7:00 PM Senior Choir
7:30 PM AA

17

6:30 PM Joint Board
Meeting

25

6:30 PM Elders

18

6:30 PM Trustees—“Matt.”

1:00 PM E. Appenfeldt—
Erna Kiessling

1 PM Brenda Brent
7:00 PM Senior Choir
7:30 AA

11

6:30 PM CEC – “Matt”

10 AM Book Club –
Gathering Room

4

Thursday

10

7:00 PM Senior Choir
7:30 AA

3

Wednesday

JANUARY, 20 1 8

9-11 AM Line Dancing

26

Discipleship Retreat
at Mt. Morris;
January 19-21

9-11 AM Line Dancing

19

9-11 AM Line Dancing

12

9-12 AM Line Dancing

5

Friday

Epiphany

6 PM Worship

Youth Group Night

27

6 PM Worship

20

6 PM Worship

7:30 AM Men’s Breakfast
9 AM-3 PM Joint Board
Retreat

13

6 PM Worship/Holy
Communion

6

Saturday

Book Club

Our Sunday School Christmas program,
which was held on December 16 and led by
Amy Litscher and accompanied by Tyler Pimm,
was a great success! We had well over 200 in
attendance on an unseasonably mild December
evening. The children did a fantastic job and we
would like to thank everyone who helped with
this year’s program.
Sunday School will resume on January 7
with a welcome back breakfast beginning at 8:45
a.m. and concluding at 9:30. Our breakfast is
open to the entire church family, so we hope to
see you there as we kick off the second half of
our Sunday School year!

Our Core Values
• Christ Centered Worship
• Spiritual Growth
• Leadership
• Youth
• Community
• Living Out Our Faith Journey

Electronic Giving
The Lake Mills Moravian Church has been
offering the congregation electronic giving for
over 10 years. This service helps reduce fluctuations in contributions during the whole year
while making it easy and safe for you to donate.
On the date you specify, and at the interval you
specify (one time only, weekly, monthly, etc.),
your contributions will electronically transfer
from your bank account to the church’s account.
When the funds have been transferred, the church
office will be notified. The date and amount
transferred will appear on your bank statement,
and the information will be included in your
annual contribution statement. If you have any
questions, please call Mary in the church office
at 920-648-5412. Forms are available in the
office for you to fill out.

Our Worship Services may be
seen on Analog Channel 98
or Digital Channel 994
on Wednesdays at 7:20 a.m.,
12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Thursdays at 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.

This month’s book is “Shotgun
Lovesongs” by Nickolas Butler. The
group will meet on Thursday, January
4, at 10:00 a.m. in the Gathering Room.
All are welcome!

Sunday School Adopt-a-Family
A HUGE thank you to everyone who helped
support our annual Adopt-a-Family program
through your purchases of our Recipe in a Jar
mixes and pies. It is through your generous
support that we were able to make the holidays
brighter for four families within our congregation. Blessings to everyone in 2018!

Elections Church
Council Results
On Sunday, November 26, at our Elections
Only Church Council, we elected the following
new Trustees: Mike Durant, Mike Miller, and
Mike Nebel; new Elders: Anna Hoyt, Dewey
Latsch, and Sue Trumpf; and new Christian
Education Committee member: Kelly Green.
We also elected the following to represent
our congregation at the 2018 Northern Province
Synod to be held in Bethlehem, PA, in June:
Delegates - Duane Latsch, Cindy Miller, and
Mike Miller; and Alternates - Barb Sanft, Sue
Trumpf, and Dina Sobek.

News Around
The District

Sister Katie Van Der Linden, pastor of the
Glenwood Moravian Church in Madison, has
accepted the call to serve as pastor of the Ebenezer
Moravian Church in Watertown. She will be
installed at Ebenezer on January 7, 2018. Please
keep Katie, her family, and both congregations
in your prayers during this time of transition.
Brother Garritt and Sister Sanette Fleming
have accepted the call to serve as co-pastors of the
Schoeneck Moravian Church in Nazareth, Pennsylvania. Garritt has been serving at the Freedom
Moravian Church in Appleton, Wisconsin and
Sanette has been on Leave of Absence. Garritt’s
final service at Freedom will be December 31.
They will be installed on January 21, 2018.
Please be in prayer for Garritt and Sanette and
the Freedom and Schoeneck congregations in
this time of transition.
Sister Jennifer Moran has accepted a call to
Specialized Ministry to serve as a Chaplain at
Auburn Homes in Chaska, Minnesota. She has
been under call to District Service. She began
her ministry at Auburn on November 13. Please
be in prayer for Jenny and the people at Auburn
Homes in this time of transition.
Please hold the Christ’s Community,
Glenwood, and Freedom congregations in your
prayers as they work in the Call Process to seek
pastoral leadership.

Shelter for the Homeless
There was a great deal
of appreciation shown by the
guests at the men’s homeless
shelter on Tuesday, December 12, for the ham dinner
that was delivered from our
church. Donna Hinzmann,
Matt Beckman, and Bob
Hinzmann did an excellent
job preparing the meal.
Their gift of time and talent to take on the most
time-consuming part of this ministry is a blessing
to the men at the shelter.
We must convey back to all who were involved in this very important mission the many
“thank you’s” and “God bless you’s” from the
men as they got their food or returned the trays
after they enjoyed their meal. Larry Fahney,
Deb VanOmmeren, Sue Trumpf, Harold VanOmmeren, Dave Radke, Mark Zager, Steve Brockert,
and Kevin Klockow were blessed to be able to
deliver and serve somewhere between 100 and
120 meals on a very cold December day. We
found out that the very next evening a record
153 men used the shelter for protection from the
elements. Who knows why that spike in guests
occurred, but those of us who had the great fortune
to serve the meal will claim the word got out on
the street about what a great meal they had on
Tuesday evening, and the guys decided to use
one of their days in hopes of finding an equally
excellent meal on Wednesday.
It was our pleasure to bring your good tidings
and well wishes in the form of a warm meal of
great quality to some men who were definitely in
need of something good to happen in their lives
on this single digit temperature day. Everything
about the holiday ham dinner was excellent!!!
Everyone should look around in the pews and
give a big thank you to all who made the generous
donations that made this meal happen.
As has become normal, members of our
church donated items of use to the men at the
shelter. We were able to deliver directly to the
shelter many travel size shampoos, conditioners,
toothpastes, hand lotions, razors, etc.

From Nikki:
THANK YOU to everyone who helped
out in the office and to those who have
covered for me! I am so blessed to have
such wonderful people here that understand
the struggles that come with children and
life in general. All of your support is truly
amazing and I am so thankful and blessed
to have such a wonderful church family!!
May 2018 bring you and your family
God’s grace and blessings!!!!
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Thank You

Thank you to all of the volunteers who
helped with the Sunday School Christmas Program, serving candles, greeting, and staffing the
nursery. Your help is truly appreciated!!

2018 DAILY TEXTS

We still have a few 2018 Daily Texts
available for you to purchase in the church
office.

STAFF
Hours - Monday - Friday: 9-12 & 1-4
Rev. David Sobek - Pastor...........................................................Office 920-648-5412
Rev. John Baumann - Visitation Pastor........................................Home 920-648-2943
Nikki Lawson - Administrative Assistant.......................................Office 920-648-5412
Mary Bade - Financial Administrator ............................................Office 920-648-5412
Tyler Pimm - Organist/Handbell Director/Praise Band Director....Home 608-290-8057
Jerry Jenkins - Senior Choir Director ...........................................Home 414-281-9151
Mia Wollin - Sunday School Superintendent................................Home 920-253-5430
Heidi Wendorf - Sunday School Superintendent..........................Home 920-988-1825
Sue Trumpf - Sunday School Secretary.......................................Home 920-723-9386
Jo Stokes - Parish Nurse .............................................................Home 608-513-2335
Mary Bade - Editor........................................................................Home 920-648-3267

Board Members
Board of Elders

Board of Trustees

Rich Fronek (2018).......................... 608-669-0970
Wendy Roloff (2018)............................... 699-8445
Sue Conrad (2019)................................. 648-3148
Robert Oestreicher (2019)...................... 648-8460
Sue Trumpf (2020)........................... 920-723-9386
Dewey Latsch (2020)....................... 920-988-9162
Anna Hoyt (2020)................................... 648-5559

Warren Krueger (2018) ................... 920-723-7888
Greg Wescott (2018)....................... 920-945-0103
Greg Tubbs (2019).......................... 920-253-7215
Shannon Yahn (2019)...................... 920-397-2254
Mike Nebel (2020)........................... 262-565-8226
Mike Durant (2020).......................... 608-837-5662
Mike Miller (2020)............................ 920-988-2487

COMING IN February 2018:

February 10 – Men’s Breakfast
February 11 – Pretzel Sunday
February 23-25 – Men’s Retreat at Mt. Morris

2018 Contribution Envelopes

are
ready to be picked up in Fellowship Hall and
along with the offering envelopes will be an
information update sheet. Please fill this out
and get it back to the church office as soon as
possible. We will be making updated congregational directories, so it is very important to
get this back to us. For those of you who do
electronic giving, the reason you still have envelopes is that your box also includes envelopes
for the Initial Offering (to cover the cost of the
box of envelopes), Reserve Fund, Lent, Camp
Scholarship Fund, Mission Fund, Thanksgiving
and Christmas, for you to use for these special
offerings if you wish. Your envelope number is
used when recording your contributions.

Deadline for the February 2018
Messenger will be January 16.
Please email your articles to
Mary Bade,
mmbade@charter.net.

